MEMOIRS 
| 'F WED E N. 


Containing a 


particular Account 


„ ; of ths” 


GRTAT C ANGE 


Which happened in the Government of that 
__. Kingdom, in the REIGN of 


King CHARLES XL 
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When the Senate Was deprived of its Au- 
| nyo, and the Noblity loſt the great- 
eſt Part of their Eſtates by ſetting up the 


High Commitſio on Court : 


Of the way of paying the Debts of the "INE z of 

modelling the Army and Fleet; and in general, 

of the Characters and Secret Views of the King” 8 
Minitter Sy in bringing Ds the laid CHANGE. 
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9 V7 } / & ſeems neceſſe ary 70 ſay 
15 1 | /omething by way of Intro- 

170 Auction to the following Me- 
mors. They were printed 
in 2716 at Utrecht, p< at Stockholm 
as the Title bears) and intitled, Les 
Anecdotes de Suede, without the Au- 
thor's Name. 
In the Short Preface prefixed 70 that 
Edition, it is inſinuated, that this Work 
comes from a Hand celebrated for other 


Hiſtorical Writings. This looks as if 
the Ever Was 7 5 with the No- 
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The PREFACE. 


tion which was ſpread pon he Pub- 


liſbing of the Book, that it was written 
by 25 celebrated Baron Pufendorf But 
as the Author of it at the very Begin- 
ning plainly ſays, he reſided at the 


| Sweahſh Court when theſe things were 
tranſatted, it is evident he was ſome 
foreign Miniſter, which Charafler Pu- 
fendorf never bore in Sweden, having 
always been actually in the Service of 


that Crown, during the time he lived 
there. 

” worthy Contleman: who has lived 
many Years in Sweden, and has in formed 


bimſelſ about the Author of this Work, 


zs of Opinion, that it is M. La Piquiere, 
formerly Secretary 10 M. Feuquieres 


the French Ambaſſador in Sweden, 


and afterwards Reſident of France at 


that Court till his Death. 


As Matters relating to France are 


” generally taken notice of in theſe Me- 


moirs, and particularly the Swedsſh 


| Miniftry much blamed therein for ſet- 


Ving 9 de the Alliance with France; of 
which 
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The PREFACE. 


which Alliance Pufendorf and his Bro- 
ther Eſaias (mentioned pag. 100) are 
| known not to have been very fond: there 


is hai aly any room to doubt of M. La 


- Piquier e's beng the true Author. 


HP hoever he be, he ſhews a great 
deal of Candour throughout bis Naw 
ration, which though it is pretty ſhort, 


and conſequently ſuppoſes ſometimes a 


Reader better acquamted with the 


| Swediſh Hiſtory and the State of their 
Aﬀairs, than commonly can be expect- 


ed; yet it is to be conſidered, that it 


was not written with a Deſign to be 


made publick, but only for the private 
Fatisfaction of the Author, who kept 


1 the Manuſeript by him, and ſhewed it 


| but to a few of his intimate Friends : 


1 | But after his Death u fell into the 
1 Hands of certain Perſons, to whom 
? the Publick is much obliged for the Care 
; they tool in communicating to the World 
1 Piece of H. wry PI leſs anverimg than 
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ar much Leal for Liberty and Pro- 


ny viſible Force inveſt therr Prince 


fight: But if one reads theſe Memoirs 
and conſiders how Factions and pri- 
date Animoſities had divided the 9 e- | 
nate; how the Nobility by their irre- 


ſelves the Hatred of the inferior Orders 4 
Power and Credit had been weakened 


ancient and new Families: It will 
no longer appear ſtrange, that when 
every one was revenging his private 
Duarrels and ſatisfymg his own Paſ- 
ſious, the common Liberty was ſacri- 
ficed, and they all at laſt, but too late, 
found themſelves involved in the gene- 


The PREFACE. ö 
To ſee a Nation which had for 1 ma- g 
ny Ages paſt given ſignal Proofs of, 


perty as any other in Europe, tame- | 
ly ' reſign ther Rights and ancient 
Form of Government, and without a- 

4 
with unlimited Power, muſi needs | 
ſeem an unaccountable thing at firſt 


gular Conduc had drawn upon them- | 


of the Kingdom ; and how their 


by the Jealouſies rewmng between the 


ir 
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The PREFACE. 


ral Calamity which attended the Sub- 
1 verſcon of their Conſtuutiun; the dire 
Effects of which that Nation has ſince 
felt tv ſuch a degree, that upon the late 
| King's Death, we ſee their Govern- 
ment return into its former Chanel, as 
it were of Courſe; the new Owen 
: Ulrica Eleonora, pon her Acceſſion 
10 the Crown, having thought fit to 
| renounce by a ſolemn Proclamation the 
1 abſolute Power which had been exerci- 
4 ſed in that Kingdom ; being ſenſible (as 

# ſhe expreſſes herſelf on this Occaſion) 

that the Royal Power is in the greateſt 

Vc, when by Juſtice and Clemency 


it is founded and efiabhſhed on the Hf 


feel n, of the Subjefts. 


As this Canes in Sweden, which is 
le 20 have ſo conſiderable an Influence 
on the Affairs of the reſt of Europe, 


Iver much excites the Attention of the 


2 Publick, it is hoped theſe Memoirs will 
j be acceptable in Engliſh, the rather be- 

| cauſe there never appeared any thing 
. in Print as to 1515 Part of the Sweaiſh 
3 | | Hiſtory 5 
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The PREFACE. 


H Rory , except what is very briefly 
„ related in The Account of Sweden, 
| 173 publiſhed here ſome Years ago, which 
1 perfectly agrees with what is more par- 


 Uculatly ſet forth's in theſe Memorrs. 
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gages, being revoked and ſet aſide. 
As it was my Lot to reſide at that Court 
at the time when this grand Revolution hap- 
pened, and as I had thereby an Opportunity 
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which ever happened in that Kingdom. 


The Senate loſt by that Revolution the 
greateſt part of their Authority, and the No— 


bility found themſelves diveſted of their vaſt 


Eſtates; all the Donations and Grants, which 
the Kings of Sweden had made to them under 


the Title either of Fiefs, Quit-Rents, or Mort- 


B 


= HE Change which was introduced 
in the Bodies of the Senate and 


2464 Reign of Charles XI., is one of 
CONTI VI HAS PAO . : , | "Op IAIN PE, 
| the moſt extraordinary Events 
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to ſatisfy my Curioſity in learning all that paſ- 
ſed orf that occaſion ; I think it not amiſs, the 
better to preſerve the Remembrance thereof 
for my own private Ule, to commit to writing 
all the Particulars that occurred to my Obſer- 
vation. I cannot indced pretend to have pe- 
netrated into all the Secrets of the Cabinet, 
nor to have traced out the hidden Practices 
of ſome Courtiers; but I am entirely ſatisficd, 
That as to the main Subſtance of that Affair, 


my Information has been very exact and true. 


As ſuch therefore I ſhall ſet it down in wri- 
ting, without either flattering any body, or 


putting a bad Conſtruction upon any thing 


done or ſpoken upon that Occaſion; which 

Rule it will be the eaſier for me to obſerve, 
becauſe I was nothing more than a diſintereſted 
| Spectator of this whole Tranſaction, neither 
reaping any Benefit, nor ſuffering any Preju- 
dice perſonally from what happened. 


Io fer this Account in a clearer Light, I 


think it proper to go a little back, and to ex- 
amine, upon what foot the Revenue of the 


Kings of Sweden ſtood in former Ages, how 


far their Power extended on one hand, as like- 
wiſe how far the Authority of the Senate and 
the Nobility on the other; wherein the Riches 
of thoſe two Bodies conſiſted, and what Hard- 
ſhips were impoſed upon them afterwards: 
Whereby it will appear, not only, whether 
that Change was conſiſtent with common Ju- 


ſtice and the Laws of Sweden, but alſo what 


the 


435 


the Kingdom has profited by it, and what Be. 


nefit it is like to reap from it for the future. 
If we look into the ancient State of & e— 
den, as far as we can know ir by Hiſtory, it 


is obvious, that in the earlieſt Times of that 


Monarchy the Power of its Kings was much 


limited, and their Revenue very {inall ; where- 
as on the other hand, the Authority of the 


- 


Senate and the Riches of rhe Nobility were 


very conſiderable. Which State of Things I 


rake to have been eutircly owing to the firſt. 
Origin and Foundation of their Government, 
which was eſtabliſhed, like ſeveral others, by 
ſome great Collection of People, who being 
headed by ſome Chief excellipg the reſt in 


Courage and Authority, left their native Coun- 


try to fix in Sweden, and ſettled firſt in the 
Province of Up/and, from whence they ſpread. 
themſelves afterwards over all the remaining 


Provinces of that Country. This Conjecture 


ſeems ſo well grounded, that there can hardly 
remain any doubt, if we conſider that the ſaid 
Provinces are all denominated from their Si- 


tuation with reſpect to Upland, as Suder- 


maulaud, Weſtermanland, Nordland and 


Eſtland, which lies on the other fide of the 


Baltick, Eaſt of Upland. There is in Up- 
laud a Temple, which belonged formerly to 
all thoſe Nations in common; there alſo was 
the Royal Palace, and an ancient Meadow cal- 


led Mora, in which they elected their Kings. 


There are beſides to be ſeen at Vyſal ſeverall 
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„ m. 
little Hills, under which are the ancient Se- 
pulchres of thoſe Princes. i ve J 
Dplaud is divided into three Parts, which '1 
derive their Names from Hundreds, viz. Tye- |: 
hundrie, Ottahundrie, and Firahundrie; 4 
which is as much as to ſay Ten Hundreds, 

Eight Hundreds, Four Hundreds. They call 
likewiſe in *Upland, Hundreds, thoſe Places 
eſtabliſhed for determining Law-Suits, in Swe- 
diſh Heradh:; from whencc it is natural to 
infer, that in the Beginning, when they took 
Poſſeſſion of that Country and cultivated it, 
there was a certain Diſtrict aſſigned in pro- 

priety to every Century or Hundred of Men. 
Now allowing this Kingdom to have had its 

Beginning after the manner aforeſaid, and that 

conſequently the People had liberty to inveſt 
with the ſupreme Power ſuch a Perſon as they 
ſnould like, and that they could preſcribe to 

him certain Conditions by which he was to 
govern; I think there could of conſequence 
be nothing more agreeable to the Temper of _ 

a free People, than to make the Monarchy 4 
Elective, and to beſtow the Royal Dignity 
upon fuch a Man as ſhould deſerve it by his 
good Qualifications, confining him however 
to govern by certain Laws, and limiting his 

Authority ſo far, that it might not be in his 
Power to do every thing in an arbitrary way. 
Next to which, it was convenient to join 
with the King the Chief of the People, who 
might aſſiſt him with their Advice in 3 


3 tn om... ge Ss Sm or 9 — 
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of Importance, and put him in mind of his 
Duty, if he ſhould happen to deviate from it. 
It was no leſs neceſſary to aſſign him a cer. 


tain Reyenue, without giving him any Right 
over the Poſſeſſions of his Subjects; the Right 


of the People being of an older Standing than 
that of the King, in as much as he derives his 
Right from the People, not they from the 
Ning. 3 . 

It was after this manner that the Govern- 


ment of Sweden was ſettled of old: The 


Kings were choſen by a free Election of the 


People, and were obliged to govern their Sub- : 
jects according to the Laws of the Land, in 


conjunction with the Council of the Senate. 


Their Power being reſtrained and limited, they 
could not impoſe new Taxes upon the People, 


but were obliged to content themſelves with 
the Land and Revenues aſſigned to them, or 
with what Supplies the Subjects would con- 


ſent to, according to the Circumſtances and 


Exigencies of the Publick. 


The ancient Demeſnes or Patrimony of 


the Crown, or that which the People had aſ- 
ſigned to the King for the Support of his Dig- 
' nity, is called Up/ala Oedoe, which is as much 
as to fay, the Property or Revenue of Up- 


ſal. It yielded but very little, as appears by 


the ancient Law-Books, wherein it is ſpeci- 


fied. But for all that, it was enough for the 
Exigencies of the Prince, as the times went, 
when it was firſt granted; his Court being 


then 
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(6) 


then very ſober, without either Luxury or 
Pomp; eſpecially conſidering that the King 


was then under no neceſſity of mainraining 


any Soldiers, except a {mall number of Horſe: 


For upon any Exigency the Nobility and Pea- 


lants were obliged to take up Arms, and the 
Country contributed a certain Quantity of 


Corn for their Subſiſtence, which they called 
Groerde. = 


In proceſs of time the Crown-Lands and 
the Eſtates of the Nobility were augmented 


by degrees. As for the latter, they increaſed 
them conſiderably, by the care they took to 


cultivate the Ground, and to clear large 
Foreſts, which they changed into Fields and 


Meadows. Before that time Sweden was al- 
moſt covered with Foreſts, part of which the 


Inhabitants burned, whereby the Ground was 


laid open for Tillage, and became very truit- 


ful; and it is even probable, that Sweden had 


its Name from d , which ſignifies the 


cutting down and burning Foreſts, in order to 
manure and enrich the Soil. : 


As for the Crown-Lands, we learn from 


the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, that they were 

_ conſiderably augmented on occaſion of a dread- 
ful Plague, which raged in the Northern Parts 
in the Year 1350, and {wept away moſt of 
the Inhabitants. The ancient Hiſtorians of 


Sweden call this Plague Tygeraveden, which 


implies a Mortality more cruel and deſtructive 
than a Tyger. As a great many noble Fa- 


milies 
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milies came to be extinct by that dreadful 
Sicknels, their vacant Eſtates were judged to 
be devolved to the King, which rendered the 


Riches of the Nobility much lefs conſidera- 


ble in the whole, than they were before; al- 
though it is very likely, that at the ſame time 


ſeveral noble Families increaſed their Wealth 


by ſucceeding to the Eſtates of their deceaſed 


Relations. 


Some time after, the Eſtate of Birger Jerl, 


a very rich Man, was annexed to the Crown- 
Lands, his Poſterity coming to fail, who had 


for ſome time reigned over Fedex. 
The ſame were ſtill more augmented j in pro- 


ceſs of time, when the Crown leized upon the 
Eſtate of the Family of the Folcunger. They 


were a wealthy and powerful Faction, who 
deſigned ro invade the Throne, and to main- 
rain themſelves in it by force; bur they ſuc- 
ceeded ſo ill, that ſome of them loſt their 
Lives, the reſt were baniſhed, and all that 
belonged ro them, was forfeited to the Crown. 

Another great Augmentation happened in 


the Times of King Magnus Ladelas, when 


the Lands, alienated from the Crown without 
a lawful Cauſe, were reunitcd to it by a Decree. 


of the Senate. 


But if the Revenues of the King eat : 


on one hand, his Authority began to decay 
on the other; for the Power of the Senate 
and the Nobility was ſtrengthned and aug- 
mented abour the lame time by the Broils be- 


_ Ween 


„ 

tween the two Lines of Charles Svercher 
and Eric the Saint, which both laid Claim 
to the Crown, and did their utmoſt to exclude 
each other from the Succeſſion. For it is a 
very common thing, when there are two Pre- 
renders to a Throne, that each of them courts 
the Chief of the State, even ſometimes beyond 
what would otherwiſe be conſiſtent with the 
Intereſt of the Kingdom and the Prerogative 
of the Crown; the Reſult whereof is after- 
Wards, that thoſe who have aſſiſted a Prince 
in obtaining the Crown, grow inſolent, and 
are backward in their Duty towards the So- 
vereign. 5 „ 9 
Theſe Diviſions were followed by other 
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[a ſtrange Diſturbances; for the ancient Royal 
i” Family being extint by the Death of Eric 
"Wi and Ri ns. the Sons of Magnus Smeec h, 
14 they choſe Foreigners for their Kings; who 
WW; not conforming themſelves with the Humour 
1 and Inclination of the People, and aſſuming 
1 beſides more Authority than their Predeceſ- 
[ | ſors had enjoyed, over and above that they 


— — — 


always preferred their own Countrymen to 
the Native Swedes: The Senate and the No- 
dility thought they had a Right to reſume, 
what they had beſtowed upon them. In con- 
ſequence of which Perſuaſion every Malecon- 
tent ſlighted the King, diſobeyed his Com- |? 
mands, and took up Arms againſt him. All 
which could have ended in nothing leſs than 
the total Ruin of the Nobility, and the en- 
„„ 


they were ſure to be ſupported by 


molt ſtupid Ignorance, firmly 
theſe vetierable Prelates he 
ven and Hell ſolely at 


(9) 


ſaving of the whole Nation, if Guſtauus] 77 aſt 
had not reſcued the Kingdom from the Ruin 


with which it was threatned, and reltored 
good Order and Governmetir. 
Beſides theſe Troubles, Popery was very 
inſtrumental in leſſenitg the Dignity of the 
Crown, as well in its Prerogatives as Re- 
venues: For firſt, the Biſhops aſſumed to 


themſelves juch a Share in the Management 5 


of publick Affairs, chat they had not only the 
Precedeney given them in the Senate; but 


even thwarted and oppoſed the Kings with 
the utmoſt Infolence; in which Licentiouſ- 


neſs they perſiſted the more ſecurely, becauſe 
the whole 
Body of the Clergy and the People; who la- 
bouring at that rime under the groffeſt and 
believed; that 
che Keys of Hea- 
at cheir own Diſpoſal ; 
while the Biſhops valoing themſelves pon the 


Advantage of this blind Vencration, uſed the 
_ ſame Style with their Kings: Me by the Grace 
of God. Aud the Archbiſhop of OY even 


Carried His Haughtineſs' ſo far, that one Day 


at a Feaſt, directiug His Spœecli to King Grfta- 
Vus, he made uſe of rhe! e:T efths : Oi Grace 


drinks to your” Grace: 
As this Power of the Biſhops . 7 he Cler- 
ay leſſened on one ſide that of the King, ſo 


on the other it lieightened the Credit of the 


Nobility; for the greater Fe” of the Biſhops 


#4 Were. 


1 


tween the two Lines of Charles Soercher 


and Eric the Saint, which both laid Claim 
to the Crown, and did their utmoſt to exclude 
each other from the Succeſſion. For it is a 


very common thing, when there are two Pre- 


renders to a Throne, that each of them courts _ 
the Chief of the State, even ſometimes beyond 


what would otherwiſe be conſiſtent with the 


Intereſt of the Kingdom and the Prerogative 
of the Crown; the Reſult whereof is after- 

wards, that thoſe who have aſſiſted a Prince 
in obtaining the Crown, grow inſolent, and 


are backward in their Duty towards the So- 


vereign. 1 EC 
| Theſe Diviſions were followed by other 
ſtrange Diſturbances; for the ancient Royal 
Family being extinct by the Death of Eric 
and Haguin, the Sons of Magnus Smeeck, 
they choſe Foreigners for their Kings; who 
not conforming themſelves with the Humour 


and Inclination of the People, and aſſuming 


beſides more Authority than their Predecel- 


ſors had enjoyed, over and above that they 


always preferred their own Countrymen to 


the Native Swedes: The Senate and the No- 


bility thought they had a Right to reſume, 


what they had beſtowed upon them. In con- 


ſequence of which Perſuaſion every Malecon- L 


tent lighted the King, diſobeyed his Com- 
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mands, and took up Arms againſt him. All 
which could have ended in nothing leſs than 
the total Ruin of the Nobility, and the en- 

flaving 


(3 


ſlaving of the whole Nation, if Guſtavns //a/ 


had not reſcued the Kingdom from the Ruin 
with which it was threatned, and reſtored 
good Order and Government. 

Beſides theſe Troubles, Popery was very 
inſtrumental in leſſening the Dignity of the 
Crown, as well in its Prerogatives as Re- 
yenues: For firſt, the Biſhops aſſumed to 
themlelves iuch a Share in the Management 


of publick Aftairs, that they had not only rhe 


Precedency given them in the Senate; but 
even thwarted and oppoſed the Kings with 


the urmoſt Inſolence; in which Licentiouſ— 
neſs they perſiſted the more ſecurely, becauſe 


they were ſure to be ſupported by the whole 
Body of the Clergy and the People, who la- 


bouring ar that rime under the groſſeſt and 


moſt ſtupid Ignorance, firmly believed, that 
theſe venerable Prelates held the Keys of Hea- 

ven and Hell folely at their own Dilpofal ; 
while the Biſhops valuing themſelves upon the 
Advantage of this blind Veneration, uſed the 
ſame Style with their Kings: VV by the Grace 
of God. And the Archbiſhop of Opal even 
carried his Haughtineſs ſo far, that one Day 
at a Feaſt, directing his Speech to King Gr/ia- 
v1s, he made ule of rhele-Terrhs : Or Grace 


drinks to your Grace. 


As this Power of the Biſhops and the Cler- 


gy leſſened on one ſide that of the King, ſo 
on the other it heightened the Credit of the 


Nobility; for the greater part of the Biſhops 
7 were 
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were deſcended of noble Families, and ſeve- 
ral of the beſt of the Gentry were entred in- 
to-Hholy Orcers 1 . 

Another Particular, in which Popery con- 
tributed to weaken the Crown, was, that the 
Kings of Sweden labouring under the ſame 
Prejudices with the reſt of their Subjects, 
were made to believe, that Heaven might 
be purchaſed by Liberalities beſtowed upon 
tac Clergy, and accordingly they were very 
free in their Donations to Monaſteries and 
ccleſiaſticks, which could not but conſidera- 
bly diminiſh their Revenue. Though it muſt 


bo granted at the ſame time, that theſe Foun- 


dations and Endowments were rather made out 


of their private Patrimony, than out of the 


Demeſues of Upſal, or other Crown-Lands ; 
with reſpect to which they were under the 
ſame Reſtraint with the reſt of the Nobility, 


not being at liberty to alienate any thing bur 


the Incomes of their own private Fortunes. 
trom whence we may obſerve, that the Cler- 
gy owed the greater part of their Eſtates to 
the Nobility, whether the ſame were confer- 
red upon them by Noblemen, or by Kings 
themſelves ; ſeeing the Patrimony of a King, 
who comes to the Throne by Election, is to 


be reckoned amongſt the Poſſeſſions of the 


Nodiuity. = 5 
But King Guſtauus, by extirpating Popery, 
and introducing the Reformation, did two 


: things of great Conſequence to the Regal Au- 


_ thority: 


(11) 
thority: For, firſt he threw off the Yoke of 
the Pope and of the Biſhops, which was be— 
come exceeding oppreſſive; and then he re- 
ſumed all manner of Grants made to Eccleſi- 
aſticks. I muſt take notice by the way, that 
Charles Cnutſon, upon a Quarrel with his 
Clergy, had iſſued an Order to the very ſame 
Purpoſe eighty Years before, revoking all 
Grants made to the Clergy by the Crown. 
Buy the Reſumption above-mention'd, G7/?a- 
vas increaſed the Crown-Revenue conſidera- 
bly; for it is related that he took from the 
Clergy fix and thirty thouſand Farms, and re- 
united them to the Crown, under pretence 
they were all devolved to him, either by the 
immediate or remote Title of that noble Fa- 
mily from which he was deſcended: Which 
Reſumption turned the Balance of Property 
in favour of the Crown; whereas formerly 
the Riches of the Nobility were much ſupe— 
rior to thoſe of rhe King. . os 
vet Guſtavus had to much Moderation, as 
to permit, that the Eſtates given by the No- 
bility to the Clergy for cighty Years before, 


might return to thoſe Families, who could 


clearly prove they had formerly belonged to 


them. Bur as ſeveral Noblemen had no fut- 


ficient Evidences to produce, that the Lands 
they reclaimed had been given away by rheir 
Anceſtors, the greater part of theſe Eſtates 
remained in the King's Hands. And hence it 
was that the Deſcendents of Gu/tavrs per- 
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ſuaded themſelyes 3 had a Right to diſpoſe 
of the Crown Lands to ſuch Noblemen as de- 


ſerved them, and that the latter likewiſe thou ght 


it law ful to keep them, becauſe the ? Nobility 
of old had firſt given them to the Clergy, 


from whom the Crown had afterwards taken 


them. 
But when the Succeſſion 8 hereditary 


in the Family of Guſtavus, and conſequently 


the Right of Election ceaſed or was at leaſt 


ſuſpended for ſuch time as there ſhould remain 
any one of that Line, the Power and Autho- 
rity of the Nobles began very viſibly to decay. 


Neither indeed v as it poſſible, but that the 
Loſs of ſo valuable a Privilege muſt give a 
great Wound to their Order: For what greater 
Advantage can poſſibly be conceived, than 
firſt that of having a Right to vote for one, 
who muſt owe his Crown to the Suffrage of 


his Electors; and ſecondly to entertain ſome 


hopes of filling the Throne in one's turn one 


Day or other? It is poſſible, that even the 
Publick was a loſer by this Change, ſince in 
Elective Kingdoms, before they proceed toa 
new Election, there is an Opportunity of re- 


dreſſing the Grievances which have crept in, 


and of providing for the future againſt ſuch 
Incroachments, as may poſſibly have been 
made upon the Liberties of the People. Yer 
if one conſiders the Inconveniencies which 
commonly attend Elections, and how often 


they give Birth to Civil Wars, of which we- 
den 
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den felt ſo many fad Inſtances in the long 
Train of Calamities it groan'd unde before 
the time of Guſtauus; one would be inclin'd 


to think, that the Nobility have no reaſon to 
with to ſee the Elective Form of Government 


reſtored, unleſs it were for private Ends, and 


to ſatisfy their own Ambition rather than for 
the common good. To this general Reaſon I 


think I may add this particular Obſervation, 
that although the Succeſſion to the Crown 
was made hereditary in the time of Gu/favns, 
yet the Authority of the Senate, and of the 
ſeveral Bodies which had a Share in the Gover- 
ment, did for all that ſubſiſt, whereby the Power 
of the King was ſo tempered, that there was na 


Kingdom in Chriſtendom ſo happily regulated as 


Sweden, The King was inveſted with all the 
Power that was requiſite to ſupport the Dig- 


nity of the Crown, but under ſuch Reſtricti- 


ons, that he ſhould not be at liberty to exe- 
cute every Project of his own; that is to ſay, 
that if at any time, either led by his own In- 
clinations or inſtigated by others, he ſhould 
frame Deſigns deſtructive to the Kingdom, or 
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Senate had Authority not only to adviſe with the 
King in all Buſineſs of Importance, but in ſome Caſes to admo- 
nith and over-rule him, he, being not at liberty to tranſact any 
weighty Affairs without the Concurrence of a Majority af the 


Senate, the Members whereof were called Senators of the King- 


dom; and though the King choſe them, yet the States received 


their Oath, which rather expreſſed their Fidelity to the King- 


dom in general than to the King: their Office was for Life, 
and any Attempts upon their Perſon was accounted Treaſon. 
See the Account of Sweden, ch. 19, | 
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tending to enſlave his Subjects, and to deprive 
thein of the quiet Enjoyment of their Rights, 


Liberties and Properties, he ſhould not be a- 


ble to put ſuch pernicious Deſigns in execu- 
tion. However, we are not to imagine that 
the Eſtates of the Kingdom made the Crown 


hereditary of their own accord: It was Eu- 


flavus, who found means to bend and work, 


them to it; for having long laid the Plan of 


this Alteration, he ſet every Engine at work, 
till he at laſt brought the Eſtates to comply 
with his Deſires. It is true, they made no 


great Oppoſitions to this, either becauſe they 


compar'd the extraordinary Services which he 

had perform'd for the Kingdom, on the one 
hand, with the Calamities former Elections had 

occaſion'd on the other; or perhaps, becauſe 

he had by his long Reign acquired ſuch Au- 
thority, that no body durſt oppoſe what he 
demanded; for Experience teaches us, that 
when the greater Part of the People is wrought 
over to a certain Intereſt, the Remainder are 
neceſſitated to come into the Meaſures of that 


Party which is the ſtrongeſt. 


There is one Circumſtance very ſurprizing 
in this Affair; which is, that the Body of the 
| Nobility was found, as the Report is, the 


moſt forward to vote for an Hereditary Suc- 


ceſſion; whereas the three other Eſtates of 
the Kingdom * took three Years to deliberate 


8 — — A_— a—_— _ 
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* There are four Eſtates in Sweden, the Nobility, the Clergy, 


the Burghers and the Peaſants, 
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upon it before they gave their Conſent. J 
cannot imagine what particular Intereſt rhete 
three Eſtates could have in continuing the E- 
lective Form of Government, fince it never 
happened that a King was choſen out of their 
Body. Perhaps they were apprehenſive, that 


under an Hereditary Government their Liber- 


ty might ſooner be loſt, than that of the No- 


bility, becauſe in all Monarchies the Nobles 


are advanced much above the reſt of the Subs 
jects, and enjoy the firſt Places, while thoſe 


of a lower Rank commonly ſhare a harder 


Fate. - oh | 


Be that as it will, there is good reaſon to 


believe, that the remembrance of this ancient 


Right of Election did long ſtick with ſeveral 
of the chief and moſt ancient Families, who 
thought their Houſes were in no reſpect infe- 


rior to that of the Maſa's, and that their 


Heads were no leſs able to ſuſtain the Crown: 


and it could not but add to their Vexation, 


when they ſaw the ſame Right ſo conſtantly 
maintained in the Neighbouring Kingdoms of 
Denmark and Polaud. facob de la Gar die, 


the High Conſtable of Sweden, could nor | 


diſſemble his Thoughts upon this Point, when 
it was debated in the Senate of the Kingdom, 
whether they ſhould let the Prince Palatine 

Charles Guſtauus take Poſſeſſion of the 


Throne, and grant to his Poſterity the Right 


of Hereditary Succeſſion, or not; for he told 
Queen Chriſtina to her Face, that it cut him 
Win "OP = 


„„ 
to the Heart to ſee the Swedes muſt brook the 
ſcandalous Appellation of Hereditary Slaves, 
with which the Danes and Polanders inſulted 
N nie cs; [6 
Neither can we aſſign a more probable Rea- 
fon why divers Families of the Kingdom were 
| afterwards ſo ill uſed by the Sons of King 
Gu/fauus, than becauſe thoſe Families were 
ſuſpected to entertain Thoughts of reſtoring 
this Right of Election. Though as for King 
Eric, it mult be owned he went another way 
to work, and applied himſelf to win over to 
his Intereſt the chief Families, by conferring 
new Dignities upon them; for three of them 
he raiſed to the Dignity of Counts, and ſeven 
others to that of Barons. And whereas the 
Predeceſſors of King Guſtavus had uſed to 
grant to the Chief of the Kingdom from time 
to time Caſtles and Lands, which they held 
of the Crown under the Title of Fiefs during 
Life, by the Tenure of Knights: ſervice, 2. e. 
under an Obligation to maintain a certain 
Number of Troopers for the King's Service; 
Guſtavus thought fit to aboliſh this Cuſtom, 
obſerving how prejudicial thoſe Grants were 
to the Royal Authority, and that they even 
furniſhed a handle for continual Diſturbances 
to ſuch a Degree, rhat for four hundred Years 
together there had hardly been a King who 
had not been involved in Troubles upon that 
Account. Gn y 3 
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There are others who believe, that the End 


which King Eric propoſed to himſelf in 


conferring ſuch eminent Dignities upon ſome 


of the Nobles, was, to beget Jealouſie and 
Diviſion between the Senate and the Nobility; 


for theſe two Bodies being in a condition to 
maintain their Liberties and Privileges while 
they continued united, it was the King's In- 


tereſt to divide them and to make them jea- 


lous of each other, that ſo for the future they 
might not have it in their Power to make him 


_ uneaſy. And he thought himſelf pretty ſe- 


cure of gaining his point by purſuing this Me- 
thod, ſince it was highly probable that thoſe 
who had been newly promoted, would pres 
tend to ſome Pre-eminence above rhe others; 
and if by this means there ſhould ariſe any 


Conteſt between the Nobility and the Senate, 
it was no leſs probable that the latter would 
fide with the King. 


But the Event proved quite contrary to 


Eric's Expectation, for a little time aſter he 


found his Authority dwindle away, and him- 


{elf become an Object of contempt and hatred 
to his Subjects; partly by reaſon of the mean 
Submiſſions he ſtooped to, partly for un- 


juſtly putting to death ſeveral of the Fami- 
ly of Sture: beſides which he proved a 


Coward in War and unſtable in his Counſels, 


being entirely engroſſed and managed by one 
George Pecr fon a Man of a very bad Chara- 
Eter. For theſe reaſons, ſeveral of the Nobi- 
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to the Heart to ſee the Swedes muſt brook the 
{candalous Appellation of Hereditary Slaves, 


with which the Danes and Polanders inſulted 


5 3 
Neither can we aſſign a more probable Rea- 


ſon why divers Families of the Kingdom were 
afterwards ſo ill uſed by the Sons of King 


Guſta bus, than becauſe thoſe Families were 


ſuſpected to entertain Thoughts of reſtoring 


this Right of Election. Though as for King 
Eric, it muſt be owned he went another way 


to work, and applied himſelf to win over to 


his Intereſt the chief Families, by conferring 
new Dignities upon them; for three of them 


he raiſed to the Dignity of Counts, and ſeven 


others to that of Barons. And whereas the 


Predeceſſors of King Guſtavus had uſed to 


grant to the Chief of the Kingdom from time 


to time Caſtles and Lands, which they held 


of the Crown under the Title of Fiefs during 


Life, by the Tenure of Knights: ſervice, 2. 6. 


under an Obligation to maintain a certain 
Number of Troopers for the King's Service; 
Guſtavus thought fit to aboliſh this Cuſtom, 


obſerving how prejudicial thoſe Grants were 
to the Royal Authority, and that they even 
furniſhed a handle for continual Diſturbances 
to ſuch a Degree, that for four hundred Years 
rogether there had hardly been a King who 
had not been involved in Troubles upon that 


Account. 


There 


- 75 A 
. = 
.. 
_ 
4 
— 7 9 
3 at 
_ 
8 8 7 
4 
*5 30 
* 
3 
4 
[ 7 
148 
l : 
2 
we 
A 


＋ 


1 


r ͤ r YU Wu CP Db: - ON; 


2 
by 
9 
3 
2 
is © 
* 
K NJ 
E 
E 
* It 
DJ £ 
* 


Bas 


There are others who believe, that the End 
which King Eric propoſed to himlelf in 


conferring ſuch eminent Dignities upon ſome 
of the Nobles, was, to beget Jealouſie and 
Diviſion between the Senate and the Nobility ; 


for theſe two Bodies being in a condition to 
maintain their Liberties and Privileges while 


they continued united, it was the King's In- 
tereſt to divide them and to make them jea- 


lous of each other, that fo for the future they 


might not have it in their Power to make him 


uneaſy. And he thought himſelf pretty ſe- 


cure of gaining his point by purſuing this Me- 
thod, ſince it was highly probable that thoſe 


who had been newly promoted, would prog. 
tend to ſome Pre-eminence above the others; 


and if by this means there ſhould ariſe any 


Conteſt between the Nobility and the Scnate, 
it was no leſs probable that the latter would 
ſide with the King. OE opus. 
But the Event proved quite contrary to 


Eric's Expectation, for a little time after he 


found his Authority dwindle away, and him- 


{elf become an Object of contempt and hatred 


to his Subjects ; partly by reaſon of the mean 
Submiſſions he ſtooped to, partly for un- 


juſtly putting to death ſeveral of the Fami- 


ly of Sture: beſides which he proved a 
Coward in War and unſtable in his Counſels, 
being entirely engroſſed and managed by one 
George Pecs ſon a Man of a very bad Chara- 

cer. For theſe reaſons, ſeycral of the Nobi- 
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lity left no Stone unturned till they had ta- 
ken the Crown from him, and placed it on 


the Head of John his Brother by the Father's 


ſide, who being nearly related to many of the 
great Families of the Kingdom, they conceiv- 


ed Hopes of retaining a more abſolute Authority 


over him, than they had enjoy ed to that time. 

And accordingly as ſoon as that Prince 
came to the Crown, an Opportunity preiented 
itſelf, which ſeemed to favour the Deſiyns of 
the Nobility in reviving the ancient Right of 


Election; for the Crown of Poland was oſter- 


ed to Cigiſmund, the only Son of King John. 
It is true, the King was long at a ſtaud which 


way to determine, whether he ſhould ler his 
Son accept of that Offer, or if it were not 


more for his Advantage to content himſelf 


with his hereditary Kingdom. 1t he could but 
have rcaloned a little calmly with himſelf 
on this great Occaſion, the Queſtion would 


have been none of the moſt difficult ro de- 
cide, for he needed only ro conſider that 
Sweden and Poland do very much differ in 


their Religion, Language, Laws and Cuſtoms; 
that they are ſeparated by a Sea which is un- 


navigable during the Winter, and that theſe 
two Crowns could not conveniently fit upon 


the ſame Head; that therefore it was to be 


apprehended, Sigiſinund might one Day or o- 


ther loſe one or perhaps both of them. 


But it muſt be owned, theſe Reaſons had 
not the ſame weight with the Senate; 1 as 
e | 100n 
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ſoon as the Affair was laid before them they 
anſwered, that the King ought not by any 
means to let {lip ſuch an Opportunity of an- 
nexing a powerful Kingdom to his Dominions. 
It was not difficult for them to find out Argu- 
ments plaufible and proper to animate the Am- 


bition of their Prince, after they had once 


diſcovered that he was inclined that way and 
was deaf to wiſer Counſels: but one may very 
_ eaſily perceive the Drift of the Senate upon 
this Occaſion, who aimed more at their own 


private Intereſt than at the good of the Royal 


Family. They foreſaw that 9:g2/mund being 
once King of Poland, would be obliged to 
ſpend the greateſt Part of his Life in that 
Country, where his Preſence would be moſt 
required: beſides that, the extent of that 
Kingdom, its Riches, and the Fruitfulneſs of 


its Soil, in all which reſpects it is much ſu- 


5 perior to Sweden; would prove ſtrong Induce- 


ments to keep him there; in which caſe they 


hoped the Regency of the Kingdom would of 
courſe fall into their own hands, and that 
their Authority there would be complete and 
without controul. However that be, when 


King John became afterwards aware of the 


Inconveniencies attending the Abſence of his 
Son, he was extremely iucenſed againſt the 
Senate, but he might thank himſelf for it; a 
Prince of his Years ought certainly better to 
have underſtood his true Intereſt, and one 


would haye thought ir ſhould have been no 


D 2 hard 


4 
| 
: 
| 
# 
| 


(20) 


hard matter for him to ſee through the De- 
ſigns of thoſe who adviſed him to engage in 
%% my m { 
It was not long before the effects of this ; 
_ pernicious Counſel began to diſcover them- 
ſelves; for upon the Death of King John, 
Sweden was involved in great Troubles from 
the oppoſite Intereſts of King S$7gi/mund, of 
His Brother Charles, Duke of Sudermanland, 
and of the Senate. The King's aim was to 
have the Kingdom governed during his ab- | 
{ence according to his Will and Pleaſure, and | 
he thought it not very adviſable to truſt mach | 
Authority with Charles in whom he had lo |. 
lictle Confidence ; that he would fain have | 
quite debarred him of the Government, and 
aye entruſted it with certain Perſons abſolute- 
Ty devoted to his Will, and who might after 
all be called to an account by him for their 
Adminiſtration. In which particular he would 
not have been to blame, if he had not made 
Alterations in Religion, and treated the Swedes | 
with too much rigour and ſeverity at the inſti- 
gation of the Prieſts and Polanders. 
But Charles was reſolved not to forego one 
tittle of his Pretenſions: He claimed to him- * 
ſelf the chief Direction of the Affairs of the 
Kingdom, not only in virtue of the Commil- = 
on he had from the King, but alſo in quality 
of Heir apparent to the Crown, which rela- 
tion he maintained, gave him a Title even to 
oppoſe the King in caſe he ſhould undertake |! 
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bf 
any thing prejudicial to the Common-wealth, 
The Clergy were entirely deyoted to his Inte- 
reſts, and had already given him Proofs of the 


Affection they bore him as the great Support 


of the Lutheran Religion even in the Reign of 


King John, when tlie Affair of the Liturgy 
was warmly diſputed on both ſides; whereas 
they bore an inveterate hatred to Sigiſinuud, 


who laboured with all his might to bring in 


Popery again. And as this Body governed 
the other two, vg. that of the Burghers and 


of the Peaſants, the Duke began to conceive 

great Hopes of making his Pretenſions good 
by their Aſſiſtance and Support. And they a- 
gain having ſo eininent a Leader as Charles at 


their head, undertook things inconſiſtent with 
the Duty of Subjects, and no body oppoſing 
them, the King had nothing left him but the 
mere Name ot a Soyercign, all the Power re- 


maining in their Hands. 


The Senate was extremely perplexed with 


this Incident, not knowing which ſide to take: 


They were ſenſible they could never ſucceed 


in their Deſigns ſo long as Duke Charles ſhould 
carry all betore him, and rule the Kingdom, 


as he really did. Neither did they think it 
ſafe to ſide with him immediately, and to 


withdraw the Allegiance they had ſworn to 
the King, the rather becauſe they had no pre- 


rence for depriving Sigiſnund of the Regal 
Power, and for renouncing their Obedience to 


him. 


Theſe 


(22) 
| Theſe were the Reaſons alledged on both 
fides. But to tell the Truth, there was ſome- 
thing myſterious in this Affair. Both Parties f 
defended their Cauſe by Arguments rather 
plauſible than true; and it muſt be allowed, [ 
that in Revolutions of this nature many things 
are done which cannot be juſtified or excuſed 
by the ſtrict Rules of Equity. e 
It ſoon appeared that this Conteſt was not | 
to be determined by Words and Arguments. 
Accordingly they proceeded to open Vio- _ 
lences ; and the Duke's Party being ſupported 
by the main Body of the People, and conle- 
quently much ſuperior to that of the King, 
who had none but the Senate, the chief No- 
ow bility and the Finlanders on his fide: This 
[ Superiority, joined to the prudent Conduct | 
1 of Duke Charles, turned the Advantage on his 
fide; and Sigl ſinund, after a total Overthrow 
| ncar Lincoping, made no ſcruple baſely to de- 
liver up to his Enemy the chief Members of 
| the Senate. Some of theſe Wretches ſued for 
Mercy, which was granted them; others of 
them thought it an Indignity to owe their 
Lives to a ſhameful Submiſſion, being beſides 
of 5 na that they could not in juſtice be 


condemned for adhering to their lawful Prince ; 

and ſuch were put to Death by order of Charles, 

according to the uſual Fate of Perſons of Di- 

ſtinction upon the like Occaſions, who falling f 
( 


under the Power of an inraged Prince, ſeldom 
fail of bcing treated with the utmoſt Severity. 
Several | 
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Several others of leſs Note underwent the 
ſame Fate in that publick Calamity: Some for- 
feited their Eſtates; others, who would not 


comply with the Times, were obliged to fly 
their Country. Theſe Diſorders were the 


more deſtructive to the Nobility, becauſe when 


once a Prince begins to put to Death any of 


his Subjects, the Thirſt and Appetite of Blood 
ſeldom Falls ro increaſe by being fed ; eſpeci- 
ally when the Informers are admirted into a 
Share of the forfeited Eſtates, who like lo ma- 
ny ravenous Wolves purſue the Prey with the 


_ utmoſt Eagerncis, till all is conſumed. 


And io the Nobility had great Reaſon to 
complain of the miſerable Condition to which 
they were reduced; but as to the Peaſants, 
they had by much che better time of it. That 
Prince had occaſion for their Aſſiſtance againſt 

the Nobility, and conſequently did -!! he could 
to bring them to his Intereſt: So that he got 
the Name of King of the Peaſants. 

After the Death of King Charles, the Storm, 
which had broken out upon the Nobility with 


ſo much Violence, ceaſed all on a ſudden; 


and the Mildneſs of his Son Guſtauus Adot- 


phus made large Amends for the Miſchiefs 
cauſed by the Severity of the Father. He 


was a gracious, liberal Prince, and of a ſweet 
Temper, whoſe chief Delight was to gain the 
Hearts of his Subjects by Favours and Grati- 
fications. 1 his firſt Acceſſion to the 
Government he adviſed with John SHt, who 


4 had 


C 
had been his Preceptor, what Method would 
be moſt proper for him to obſerve in govern- 
ing. He asked him in particular in relation 
to the Nobility, if it was adviſeable to follow 
his Father's Steps, or to treat them with 
greater Lenity and Condeſcenſion? Sky? was 
of opinion, that he ought to carry on and 
Compleat the Work, which Charles had be- 
gun, and entirely to depreſs and deſtroy the 
whole Nobility : adding, that if he did ſo, 
he might from that time govern with an ab. 
folute and uncontroulable Sway, and have Op- 
portunitzes of mcreaſing his Revenue conſt- 
derably by Forfeitures and Confiſcations. 
But this Advice would not take with the 
King, whoſe ſweet and generous Temper 
could not be drawn in to reliſh fuch' harſh 
and violent Meaſures. Therefore he applied 
to Axel Oxenſtiern for his Advice, without 


_ concealing from him at the ſame time, with what 


Sort of Sentiments others had been labour- 
ing to inſpire him. Oxenſtiern making uſe 
of the Freedom the King was pleaſed to allow 
him, began with telling him plainly, hat 
whoever had adviſed him to deſtroy the No- 
bility, was a Traitor and an Enemy to the 
King and his Comitry, Hereupon he went 
on to prove, that it was equally unjuſt and 
dangerous to cut off the moſt noble and moſt _ 
eminent Part of his Subjects: that, though | 
be would not go fo far as either to charge 
the late King with Injuſtice in putting to | 
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Death ſome of the Nobles, or as to juſtify 


the latter; yet it onght to be con fidered, 


that the Kingdom was at that time in fuch 
a Ferment, that thoſe who were nnder a 
particular Oath of Fidelity to the King, 
were at a loſs which fide to take: that it 
would in Truth have been a landable Action 
to have preſerved by gentle Methods fo ma- 
ny illuſtrious Members of the State, if there. 


could have been ſufficient Security of their 


Fidelity, and that for the future they wou'!d 
fairly have laid afide that Spirit of Rebet- 
lion, which had made them take up Arms; 
but that however it could not be made to ap- 
pear, that Charles had ever really formed 
the Deſign of extirpating the chief Order of 


the Kingdom; neither could he have done it 


without ſubjetting himſelf to the Imputa- 


tion of Ingratitude, becauſe the Family of 


 Waſa had been raifed to the Royal Dignity, 
and had obtained the Hereditory Right 70 


the Crown by the mere good Will of the ſame 
order ; that it was not likely the Nobles 
would have taken this Step with a Deſign 
to ſurrender their Liberties, and to expoſe 


themſelves to be driven out of their native 
Country, which their Anceſtors had ſo brave- 


ly defended againſt their Enemies at the Ex- 


pence of thew Blood. 


To this he added theſe further Con ſidera- 
tions, that a King tranſureſſes the Bounds 
of bis Duty in framing ſich Def as; that 

4 
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he is obliged to defend and protect his Peo- 


ple, not to deſtroy them; that he even ex- 


ceeds the Limits of his Office, when he pu- 
niſhes thoſe who deſerve it, with a greater 
Degree of Rigour, than what 1s indiſpen ſa- 
bly requiſite to reſtore the Quiet of the King- 
dom; that a King can not ſubſiit without 


Nobility, becauſe they furniſh the State with 


Subjetts capable of filling the fret Employ- 
ments both Civil aud Military; that it is 


but ſeldom, that any of the Burghers or Pea- 


fants raiſe themſelves to an Ability ſufficr- 
ent for fuch Employments; and if by Chance 
ſome few aid, it was obſervable, that ſome 


tintfture of the Narrowneſs and Meannefs 
of their fir? Original run through all their 


Actions, and followed them through all the 


Heights of their Advancement ; that it was 


rare, that Men, who found themſelves all 


on a ſudden placed in a Pos? of the greatefl 


Importance, could diſcharge the Funttions 
of it with the ſame Addreſs and Skill as o. 
thers did, who had been ling inured to the 
Management of weighty Aﬀairs. A freſh 
Inſtauce of which might be taken from the 
Reign of King Guſtavus, who upon manyOccaſi- 
ons had acted rather like a private Man thay 
a King; becauſe in his Touth it did not en- 
ter into any body's Mind to conjetture, that 
he ſhould one Day attain to the Royal Dig- 
nity, and conſequently due Care was not ta- 
ken to give him an Education ſuitable to 


ſuch 
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ſuch a large Proſpect; that the Sons of th 
Nobility are formed from their Tufancy to 
Politeneſs and Diſcretion, taught to ſhew 
a Courage worthy of their Anceſtors, and to 
trie to excel others in real Virtue as much, 
as they out-ſhine them in Dignity and Title; 
that ſuch a noble Emulation ſeldom finds Ad- 
miſſion in mean and vulgar Souls, the or di- 
nary Flight of whoſe Ambition mounts no 
higher than to procure to themſelves a Settle- 
ment ſufficient to get a Livelihood by, or if 
Fortune ſhould favour them, to raiſe a Vas? 
Eſtate; that on the other hand the Project 
of enriching the King's Treaſure by plunder- 
ing the Nobility and taking from them their 
Eſtates, which they had been poſſeſſed of ever 
fiace Sweden was first inhabited, was not 
only unjust, but would not even anſwer the 
Ends, for which it was deſigned; that Nati- 
ons had choſen Kings to no other End, but to 
be maintained by them in the peaceable Eu- 
goyments of their Laberties and Poſſeſſions ; 
be ſides that it was but common fuſtice to 
leave to the Nobility wherewithal to ſupport 
an honourable Figure, without derogating 
from the Dignity of ſuch Employments, as 
they are commonly honoured with ; that the 
Lands belonging to the Nobility were kept in 
@ better Condition than thoſe of the Crown, 
which were under the Adminiſtration of 
griping and rapacions Commiſſioners ; that 
there were other Means to encreaſe the 

„ King's 
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King's Revenues without running into ſuch 
 Extremities and e every body i 
matter of Compl. aut; that 77 101 King would 
ſpew a true Affection to the Novility, he was 
fare they would ſerve hin faith} ully, they 
would Iove and honour him; <hereas if be 
went the contrary Way to work, be would 
rus himſelf inte endleſs Suſpicions, Jealon- 
ſies 4 Troubles | 

This Was 1 HOP Hance what Oxenſtier z told 
the King, who was io well pleated with it, 
that he ee him, and thanked him for 


his faithful Advice, which he reſolved to fol- 


low. As ſor Skyt, the Generality of People 


have looked upon him as puniſhed for his 


wicked Advice by the Ruin of his Family and 


of ſeveral of his Relations, who came to a 
dreadful End. 


The King being no w convinced of 95 So- 


nian of Oxenſtiern's Scheme, beſides that it 


entirely agreed with his own Diipoſirion of 


Mind, procced:d to put it in Execution. He 
recalled thoſc, who had been baniſhed by his 
Father, provided they had not Changed their 
Religion. He made Reſtitution of the con- 
fiſcated Eſtates to thglc to whom they had for- 


merly belonged. All the Outlaws, together 


with the Children of thoſe, who had been put 


to Death under the Reign of Charles IX, 
were rc-inſtated in their Employ ments, and 
thoſe who were Men of Worth had over and 


above large Rewards conferred upon them: 


John 


ö 
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| 7oba Banter that famons General was one of 


this number. It is repo3red, that one Day 
when his Mother went to deliver a Petition 
to King Charles, accompanied by this her 
Son, who was then very young, the King 
was mightily taken with the Child, and after 
ſome Cateſſes, asked him, if he would ſerve 
him; the Boy anſwered, the D—— may 


| N ere you, you have killed my Father. It is 


% 


tail, that the King being quite put out of Coun- 
renance by thac Reproach, appeared ſo con- 
founded, that he ſaid not a Word more. 
Guſtavus Adolphus having thus prepared 
Matters, ſet himſelf upon regulating the Pri- 
vileges of the Nobility, and cauſed an Order 
to be drawn up by Axel Oxenſtiern, High 
Chancellor of Sweden, relating to the noble 
Families, who, the better to diſtinguiſh the 
moſt eminent from the reſt, were thereby di- 


vided into three Claſſes: The firſt compre- 


ended the Counts and Barons: Under the ſe- 
cond he ranged the Poſterity of fuch, who 
had cnjoyed the Dignity of Senators, but had 


not bcen either Counts or Barons : The reſt of 


the Nobility made up the third Claſs. By this 


Means the chief Families of the Kingdom, of 


which the firſt and ſecond Claſs were com- 


poſed, became ſuperior to the third by voting 


in Bodies, though much inferior to the ſame 
as to the Number of Perſons, who had a Right 
do vote. 


In 


„ 
In the next Place, he beſtowed upon the 
moſt conſiderabl: Families ſeveral Lands in 
the new Conqueſts, Carelia, Ingria and Li- 
vonia, either in Reward of their Services 
to the Crown, or to help them to forget the 
Hardſhips they had undergone during his Fa- 
ther's Reign. Beſides, his Aim was thereby 


to engage them by the powerful Motive f 


perſonal Intereſt to defend thoſe Countries the 
more vigorouſly againſt the Ruſſians and Po- 
landers: which Expedient was the more ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe thoſe Provinces lie very re- 
mote from Sweden; and being likewiſe ruined 
by the War, the King was convinced, private 
Perſons who ſhould hold them in Property, 
would cultivate them much better, than 
_ Stewards appointed on the part of the Crown. 
And upon the whole, thoſe Lands could not 
be looked upon as totally alienated from the 
Crown, ſince they yielded always ſome In- 
come to the King, conſiſting in Quit-Rents, 
or Acknowledgments which he reſerved to 
Under the Reign of this great Prince the 
Nobility had Opportunities of fignalizing 
themſelves in Arms; for his Wars againſt the 
_ Ruffians and Polanders and particularly that 
in Germany being attended with a Succeſs 
perfectly anſwerable to his great Courage, af- 
forded them ſo many Occaſions to exert their 
Bravery, and to acquire Riches, Credit and 
Glory, that one may lay, the Swediſh 1 
ity 
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lity never ſhincd with greater Luſtre than in 
thoſe Times. And in all Probability their Re- 
putation would ſoon have riſen to a bigher 
pitch, had not the Death of the King at once 
blaſted their Hopes together with all thoſe 
great Deſigns which that Prince had formed. 

It might have been expected, that ſuch an 
unforeſeen and ſhocking Blow would have 
plunged the Kingdom into new Troubles, but 
the Senate and the Nobility made this Acci- 
dent ſerve to raiſe the Reputation of the Swe⸗ 
diſh Arms to a higher point of Glory. The 


War abroad was carried on with all the Con— 


duct and Bravery imaginable, which procured 
new Honour and Advantages to the Nation. 
Within the Kingdom the Senate took upon 
them the Regency i in the Name of Chriſtina, 
who was but "ix Years old, and had been by 
Conſent of the States of the Kingdom declared 
Succeſſor to her Father Guftavns Adolphus, 
in caſe he ſhould die without Male. Iſſue. 
The Senate was at the ſame time truſted 
with the Guardianſhip of that Princeſs, and 


ll for Fear, that Right might be diſputed with 


them, they immediately removed the Count 
Palatine 70% Cajizair from the Management 
of the Treaſury, which he had exerciſed to 
that time, for they were apprehenſive he might 


make uſe of the Adyantages which that Of- 


fice afforded him, in order to ſer himſelf up 
for Guardian of the Princeſs, and to get the 


© Goyernment i into his own Hands, or at leaſt 


to 


like. 
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to ſhare the Regency with the Senate, and 
thereby to pave the Way for his own Son 
Charles Guſtavus to aſcend the Throne. Ano- 


ther Reaſon was, that the Senators who hated 


John Caſimir for being too ſaving of the Re- 
venues of the Crown, were apprehenſive 


his Son might prove of the ſame Temper. And 


hence it was, that ſome time after, when he 
applied to the Senate for their Advice about 


the Education of his Children, «whether he 


ſhould bring them up according to the Cu- 


ſtoms and Manners of Sweden, or to thoſe of 
Germany; the Senate, who eaſily faw what 


he aimed at, made him but a cold Anſwer, 
telling him, that the Education of his Chil. 


dren was an Affair of a private Nature, 
which did not any ways concern them; that 


he being the Father, ought beſt to know, f. 


ter what manner it was convenient for him 
to educate his own Children. | 

At the ſame time they removed from the 
Government the Queen Mother Mary Elea- 


nora, who in truth was unfit for Buſineſs, 
always complaining, and bore a conſtant 
hatred both to the Country and the Nati- 


on. Neither was it thought proper to en- 


truſt her with the Education of her Daughter, 
for fear ſhe might inſpire her with the ſame A- 


verſion to Sweden, or marry her to ſome pow- 
erfal Prince, whom the Senate ſhould not 


e Theſe 
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Theſe Precautions being taken, the High- 


Chancellor Oxenſtiern, in order to put the 
Government upon a ſafer and more laſting 


foot, tranſmitted from Germany a Plau of 
Government, which he ſaid had been proje- 


cted by the late King while he was in 774 
a, and which, as he affirmed likewiſe, the 


King had not been ſorward to publiſh, be- 
cauſe he did not apprehend his End to be ſo 
near. 70 e 

The ſaid Plan was confirmed by the States 


in the Vear 1634. in the very ſame terms in 
which it had been ſent over by Ovenſtieru; 
and it was agreed that it ſhouid ſerve for 


a Rule and perpetual Law, not only du- 
ring the Minority of Kings, but alſo when 
they actually reigned and were within the 
Kingdom. Notwithſtar ding which in 1660, 


after the Death of Charles Giſta tus, it was 
ordered that this Plan ſhould only take place 
during the Minority of their Kings. 


— 


However it cannot be denied that this 
Plan ſet the Affairs of the Kingdom in excet- 
lent order, having even provided a Remedy 
againſt the Remiſneſs and Injuſtice of the So- 
vercign ſuitably to its Preamble, which im- 
ported in plain terms, that it was made to 
preſerve both rhe Prerogative of the King and 
the Rights and Libertics of the States. And 


accordingly when in virtue of this Plan the five 


chief Officers of the Crown, the ror ſet, the 
High Conſtable, the High Aiviural, the Fro b- 
Hos i —Chanceiior 
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Chancellor and the High Treaſurer, were put 
at the head of ſo many Courts or Offices, viz. 
the Court of fuſtice, the Court Martial, the 
Court of Admiralty, the Court of Chancery, 
and zhe Court of the Treaſury or Exchequer, 
of which they were made Preſidents, and had 
two Senators joyned in Commiſſion as their 
Aſſeſſors in each of them; all Affairs paſſed of 
courſe through the hands of the Senate, and 
the King could not order any thing without 
having conſulted them: It was enacted by the 
ſame Plan, that ſome of the Nobles ſhould 
have a Right to ſit in thoſe Courts, which was 
put in Practice accordingly. i 
It is certain that this Eſtabliſnment was at- 
tended with ſeveral great Advantages, though 
liable to its Inconveniencies at the ſame time. 
The Advantages were firſt, that by this mcans 
a conſiderable Number of Perſons qualified 
themſelves for publick Affairs, fo that upon 
the Death of a Miniſter of State the Lois was 
almoſt inſenſible and things went on as be- 
fore: Secondly, the King was thereby caſed 
of the trouble of ſeveral minute and vexatious 
Affairs; whereas upon matters of Importance 
he received much better Information when 
they had been before, and weighed and di- 
geſted in one of thoſe Courts than he could 
have done, if they had been laid before him 
by a ſingle Miniſter, upon whoſe Report he 
muſt have come to a Reſolution: Beſides that 
x whole Aſſembly could not ſo caſily be — 
ſed 


„ 
led on or corrupted as a ſingle Man might be, 
in order to repreſent matters contrary to truth, 
or to the Intereſt either of the King or the 
Publick. The Inconveniencies were, that 
ſuch Courts created a vaſt Expence, that thoſe 
who had occaſion to ſollicit any thing in them, 
applied themſelves rather to the Preſident of 
the Court than to the King; and laſtly, that 
if the King did not keep a watchful Eye over 
the Members of which thoſe Courts were 
compoſed, there would be Danger of their 
growing ſlack and remiſs in the diſcharge of 
their Duty, and of tiicir preferring their private 
Intereſt to that of the King and the Publick ; 
tho' it is perhaps no difficult matter to ob- 
viate all theſe Inconveniencies. = 7 
In the mean time the Eſtates of the Nobility 
encreaſed conſiderably by the War then on 
foot, which Augmentation was owing to the 
following Method. After the fatal Battel of 
Nordlingen the Swediſh Affairs in Germany 
were reduced to the loweſt Ebb; and to make 
the Misfortune the more complete, the Truce 
with Poland was upon the brink of determin- 
ing, ſo that there was no Proſpect left of ma- 
king a Peace with that Crown cither honou- 
rable or advantageous, unleſs a powerful Ar- 
my was ſent into Pruſſia. The Queſtion 
was therefore how to find the neceſſary Funds 
for raiſing and ſubſiſting ſuch an Army, which 
was no caſy matter. On one hand there 
were at that time no Supplies to be hopcd fer 
EY from 
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from France; on the other hand no body 


knew how to raiſe in an ordinary method to 


much Money within the Kingdom. There 


was conſequently no other way left but to 


ſei] ſeveral of the Crown-Lands to ſuch a- 
mong the Nobility who had moſt Money at 
command and were caſieſt in their Circum- 


ſtances. They pitched upon this Expedient 


the rather, becaule ever ſince the time of G. 
ſta dus Adolphus every body had been of the 
Chancellor Oxenſtieru's Opinion, that the 
Crown was not much the richer for being 


poſſeſſed of large Parcels of Land, and that the 


Alicnation thereof could conſequently prove 


no great Prejudice to it; beſides that the No- 


bility by purchaſing them was put in a Con- 
dition to ſerve the King the better, even to 

 lupply him with a Sum of Money upon any 
preſſing Occaſion. Further it was conſider- 


ed, that the Royal Revenue might be improv- 


ed in its other Branches, by putting the Trade 


and Navigation of the Kingdom in a flouriſh- 
ing Condition, by working with more Dili- 


gence upon the Mines, and by endeavouring 
to draw wealthy Inhabitants into the Kingdom, 
who by paying Duties and Exciſes would 


bring vaſt Sums into the King's Coffers. 
This Advice ſucceeded perfectly well, both 


with reſpect to thoſe private Perſons who pur- 
chaſed ſuch Lands, and to the King's Revenue, 
which was conſiderably augmented by the 


means juſt now mentioned. I will eng 
„„ ut 
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but one Example to prove this Aſſertion: In 
1628. all the Cuſtoms in Sweden and Finland 


put together did not not clear above one 


hundred and ten thouſand Crowns a Vear, 
whereas afterwards the Duties of the ſingle 


Port of Stockholm amounted to fix or ſeven 
hundred thouſand Crowns per Annum. 


But the Nobility had not the good ine 


long to maintain themſelves in that extraor- 
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dinary Degree of Splendor, Authority and 


Wealth, to which they had been raiſed in the 


time of Chriſtiua, their Order ſoon run into 
ſuch Extravagance and Milmanayement as 


ſunk their Reputation to a very low Ebb. In 


what manner this happened, IT am going ro b 
relatc. . 
That Princeſs had no ſooner taken the Reins 


of the Government into her own Hands, but 


ſhe ratified every thing the Senate had done 


during her Minority; either becauſe ſhe 


really found nothing to object againſt the 


Conduct of the Regency, or elſe, that be- 
ing a Woman and without Support, having 


beſides a troubleſom War upon her hands, ſhe 
thought it neceſſary to ingratiate herſelf with 


the Lords of the Kingdom. She beſtowed 
new Titles upon the Chief of rhe Nobility, 


and her Liberalities towards them were fo cx- 
orbitant, that according to the Condition the 


Kingdom was then in, it was apparent they 


could not long ſubſiſt. And in this reſpect 
they even cannot be ſaid to have been n 
. ficial 
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ficial to thoſe on whom they were conferred; 
for the preſent actual Poſſeſſion of any great 
and unexpected good Fortune is not ſufficient 
to make one's Happineſs complete, unleſs up- 
on caſting one's Eye forward into Futurity, the 
Proſpect there appear equally ſerene and un- 
diſturbed. % oat»: 
The Queen therefore honoured with the 


Title of Count and Baron, feveral Noblemen | 


deſcended either of the ancient Families or 
of others who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves | 
in the German Wars ; and that they might be 
able to ſupport the Splendor of their new Dig- | 
nitics, ſhe conferred upon them Lands and o- 
ther Poſſeſſions belonging to the Crown. And 
they being unreaſonably elevated and exalted 
with theſe new Marks of DiſtinCtion, labour- 
ed nothing more than to outſhine the ordina- 
ry Quality in State and Magnificence, keeping | 
up a Port and Figure the more grand and no- 
ble, becauſe moſt of them had acquired great 
Riches by the War. But running thus head- 
long into all Extravagance, they found ar laſt 
that their Eſtates were not able to keep pace 
with their Luxury. Some of the moſt regular 
lived up to the exact Height of their Fortunes, 
ipending juſt the Income not only of their Pa- 
trimonial Eſtates but of thoſe too which 
they had from the Queen. Others went till 
farther, and thinking it afterwards a hard Caſe 
to retrench their Retinue and other Expences, | 
contracted large Debts to ſupport the ſame 

6 Figure 
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Figure as formerly. There were but few who 
minded the future, or reflected upon the un- 
happy Condition they were like to be reduced 
to, if theſe Eſtates which they had from Chri- 


ſlina, ſhould be taken from them again and 


re-· united to the Crown. And indeed when it 
afterwards ſo fell out, theſe Counts and Ba- 
rons had nothing left them of all their Magnifi- 
cence, but Arms richly emblazoned, Spirits and 


Houſes ſuperior to their Circumſtances, Debts 


exceeding all they were worth, and the Same 


do ſee themſelves bend under the Neceſſity 
of ſuing for Places far below their Quality and 


Rank: For there is no Relief nor Reſource for 
the Sons of noble Families under ſuch Circum- 

ſtances in Sweden, as there is in ſeveral other 
Countries: The right of Primogeniture does 
not take place there, nor is it with them as a- 

mong the Roman Catholicks, where the Chil- 
dren of the Nobility may take Sanctuary in the 


Church and enjoy part of the ample Reve- 


nues appropriated to the Eccleſiaſtical State. 
It cannot be denied that ſeveral of the 
Swedes diſtingniſhed themſelves in a particu- 
lar warner in the Wars of Germany, from 
whence they returned loaden with Riches and 
Honour; ſo that there never had been at any 
one time ſo many who deſerved to be ennobled: 
and indced thoſe Wars aftorded them a large 
and ample Theater to exhibit Proofs of their 
Eravery and to perform the moſt eminent 
Services to the Publick. And as for ſuch, it 
e was 
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was but juſt to beſtow upon them ſome diſtin- 


guiſhing Mark of Fayour, but Queen Chri- 


ſtina was too liberal in that Particular, which 
rendered that higheſt of all Honours cheap 
and deſpicable: for ſhe made no ſcruple to be- 
{tow it upon every one who ſollicited for it, 


even upon ſuch who had never ſtirred from 
home nor done any Service to the Publick, 


but who having got Eſtates, aſpired very ea- 


gerly to that Honour, in order to get them- 


ſelves placed upon a Level with others who 
had already obtained it. This was carried ſo 


far, that at the time when the Queen began 


to think of retiring, the Title of Nobleman 
was become as it were a Commodity expoſed 


to Sale to the firſt Bidder, and was to be had 
for ſome Preſent made to the Secretaries. The 


Number of theſe new Nobles being ſo prodigiou- 
ly great, it could be no matter of ſurprize to ſee 
ſome amongſt them who were a Diſgrace to 


that Order. There was one above the reſt 


who furniſhed matter of great Mirth to Fo- 
reigners; a Valct-de-Chambre of the Queen's, 


who from a Tailor turned Nobleman. The 


Queen was glad to give all poſſible Occaſions 
of Chagrin and Vexation to thoſe who were 
offended at her making lo many Nobles; and 
it was for this reaſon merely, that ſhe permit- 


ted the Tailor to bear the Arms of the King- 
dom, vg. a Lion and a Crown. It is true, 
he had Money enough to ſuſtain the Figure of 


a Nobleman, having handled the Sciſſers and 
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Needle with ſuch Dexterity as to ſcrape toge- 


ther above a hundred thouſand Crowns. 


It was Chriſtina therefore who opened a 


Door to that extravagant Paſſion of being en- 


nobled, and gave Birth to that Diſtemper whoſe 


Infection ſpread itſelf ſo widely, that the new 
Nobles began to exceed in Number the anci- 
ent: Every one who had an Eſtate was for 


g created Noble, valuing himſelf no leſs 


being 


than others who had been made ſo before 
him. Indeed there were ſome who in their 
_ own Minds were very well contented with 
their former Condition, and would willing- 


ly have waved this new Digniry, but were 


forced to comply on account of the Employ- 
ments they held, and for fear of ſeeing their 


Wives and Thildren obliged to take up with 
the loweſt Place in Aſſemblies. For thoſe 


new Nobles being ſlighted by the ancient No- 
bility, affected the upper-hand the more ea- 
gerly when they were in Company with Bur- 
ghers. 5 55 
There were others who purchaſed that 
Dignity in order to marry the Daughters of 


ſome rich Merchant or other, who were glad 
to part with them and a good deal of Money 


too on that Condition; taking Pride in {ceing 
their Dauę 


vhrers wear long Trains, and in hear- 


ing them called Ladzes inſtead of Mothers, as 
the Swediſh manner is. aj 


This unaccountable Forwardneſs and Liber- 
ality in diſtributing of Titles, the like of which 
DU LR G. e 
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has ſeldom been known in other Kingdoms, 


proved very prejudicial to the State. Firſt, it 


brought the Nobility into great Contempt, for 


whereas ſuch Titles ought to be reſerved as 
a Reward for thoſe who merit them by emi- 


nent Services; on the contrary they were be- 


ſtowed upon Perſons of a mean Extraction, 


3 and of ſtill meaner Endowments. For the an- 


cient Families deſpiſed theſe puny Nobles to 
the utmoſt Degree, and thought it a great In- 


dignity to be put upon a Level with ſuch Up- 
ſtarts; and they in their turn conceived a mor- 
tal hatred againſt the former, which prompt- 

ed them to plot and contrive their Ruin by all 


the Means they could invent: In order to 
which they did their utmoſt to get a Regulati- 
on paſſed in the great Hall or Court of the 
Nobility, which muſt have undone the anci- 
ent Families. Another Prejudice to the State 


aroſe from the great Number of Mannor-Hou- 


ſes as they call them, which the new Nobles 
cauſed ro be built; ro each of which a certain 


Tract of Land was annexed, which from that 
time ceaſed to pay the uſual Taxes. Even di- 


vers Peaſants made uſe of this Plea ro exempt 


_ themſelves from Vaſſalages which they owed 


to the Goyernment, pretending they were 


diſcharged from thoſe Services by being em- 


ployed in cultivating the Lands appertaining 


to {ach Mannors. 


A numerous Nobility may indeed ſeem pro- 
Hrable to. the Government in one reſpect, as 
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it farniſhes abundance of Perſons whoſe Ho. 
nour obliges them to enter into the Service, 


_ unleſs they rather choſe to ſtarve; but on the 


other fide, the Publick loſes much more by 


the Humour of being ennobled, which ſeizes ſo 
many Merchants as ſoon as they have got toge- 


ther a conſiderable Eſtate, for their Children 


| hardly ever fail to ſquander away and dilapi- 
date that Wealth which their Fathers amaſſed 


with ſo much Pains, and which might much 


more profitably to the Publick have been em- 
ployed in Trade or in the Mines. And hence 


it is, that Commerce in Sweden is in ſuch a 
languiſhing Condition; and that Foreigners, 


and chiefly the Darch, advance the neceſſary 
Funds for working the Mines, and conſequent- 


ly drain the Kingdom of the moſt conſiderable 


Branch of its Revenue. 


To conclude, this pretended way of raifing 


Families by ennobling them, proved in reality 
the Deſtruction of many of thoſe very Fami- 


lies; for whereas if they had applied them- 


ſelves to Commerce and had ſet down con- 


tented with the Port and Character of honeſt 


ſubſtantial Citizens, they might have lived in 


Credir, Opulence and Plenty ; on the contra- 
ry by throwing up all Means of encreaſing 


their Income and maintaining always a Train 
of Gentlemen in their Retinue, they ſpent all 
they had and left their Children no other me. 
thod of Maintenance but the War, which could 


at beſt afford them no more than neceſſary 
| 8 ſubſiſt⸗ 
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ſubſiſtence, without the hopes of laying up 
any thing; for the Salaries annexed to Prefer- 
ments in Swe den are hardly ſufficient to de- 
fray the neceſſary Expences they occaſion, 
_ conſequently thoſe who have no other Fund 
but their Employments, may perhaps find juſt 
enough to live on, but are ſure to leave no- 
thing to their Families, whoſe Nobility in that 
| caſe can only ſerve to make the Senſe of their 
Poverty more quick and infupportable, ><ﬀJ>] 
But if the latter Years of Queen Chriſtina's 
Reign were remarkable for the laviſh Diſtri- 
bution of Titles, they were at leaſt equally ſo 
for the Exorbitancy of Grants and Alienations 
made out of the Revenue of the Crown. For 
things were come to ſuch a pals, that one only 
needed to ask ſome conſiderable Grant, and 
make a handſom Preſent to one of the Secre- 
taries, and one was ſure to obtain it: For be- 
ſides that the Queen was naturally liberal even 
to exceſs, having at that time taken the Reſo- 
jution of abdicating the Crown; ſhe beſtowed 
theſe Favours with the utmoſt Profuſeneſs, in 
order to gratity every body, perſuading her- 
Heif that there was no great harm in making 
away with what was ſoon to fall into another's 
hands, who would be at full leifure afterwards 
to retrieve every thing, and to put Matters 
upon the ancient For. - 'Y 
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But in doing ſo ſhe dealt very ill both with 
her Succeſſor and the Nobility. As to the 
rmer, ſhe entailed upon him the Complaints 
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Hatred of abundance of his Subjects, whene- 
ver he ſhould come to revoke all thoſe Grants; 
and ſo much the more in that her Prodigality 
neceſſitated him to reſume not only ſuch as 
had been made without Cauſe, but allo others 
made in conſideration of ſignal Services done 
| to the Government. As to the Nobility to 
whom thoſe Grants had been made, they alſo 


in the end were Sufferers by her Liberality; 


for finding their Eſtates augmented by her 
Donations, they took care to augment their 
Expences in Proportion; ſo that they being 
entered into a courle of State and Magnificence 
at the time when thoſe Grants came to be re- 
Voked, they did not know which way to turn 
. themſelves: And is there a harder Circum- 
ſtance to which Greatneſs can be reduced ? 
That Princeſs did not only offend againſt 
true Policy in diſſipating at that rate the Re- 


venue of the Crown; but ſhe made alſo ſeve- 


ral other ſteps, which with Men of Senſe 
lleſſened very much the good Opinion which 
had been entertained of her. And indeed the 
Judgement which Cardinal Magarin paſſed 
upon her Conduct in Affairs of State, was no 
ways to her Advantage: Among other things 
he ſaid, That when a Woman once gives her- 
ſelf over to a difſolute aud luxurious Cour ſe 
of Life, her Underſtanding is thereby dar-. 


- | ned, and the Luſtre of it tarniſhed like that 


of a Glaſs that has been breathed on, 


- Mt 


TEE 
It muſt be allowed that the Swedes diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves under her Reign by the 
moſt glorious Atchievements, and that the Na- 
tion roſe to a higher Degree of Wealth and 
Politeneſs than it ever attained to before; but 
the Queen did nothing more than barely lend 
her Name to all theſe great Tranſactions, lea- 
ving it to her Miniſters to ſet the Springs a go- 
ing by which thoſe Events were compaſſed. 
And they were indeed great Men, endowed 
with the moſt conſummate Wiſdom, which 
was attended with equal Succeſs. But fo far 
were People from aſcribing to the Queen any 
of theſe extraordinary Events, that they ra- 
ther blamed her for having precipitated a Peace, 
and taken up with Terms which bore no man- 
ner of Proportion to the Advantages her victo- 
rious Arms had obtained.  _ ROY 
They farther blamed her, becauſe as ſoon = 
as ever the War was at an end ſhe parted with 
her Troops and Ammunition, fancying the 
Reputation ſhe had gained by her Victories 
would be ſufficient to ſupport and defend her 
Kingdoms. But a Princeſs of her Knowledge 
ought not to have forgot, that things are beſt 
preſerved by the ſame means and methods by 
which they are obtained. All which the E- 
vent ſoon proved to be true, for with what In- 
| lolence did the Emperor treat the Queen, 
whoſe Arms had bur a little before filled his 
Dominions with Terror? Some time after the 
Engliſh and Dutch being at War, ſhe had the 
1 r 
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Mortification to ſee her Mediation rejected 
by thoſe Powers, her Conduct having been 
fo irregular and indiſcreet in that Affair, that 
the gave Offence to the Dutch, without ob- 
liging the Engliſy. Neither was it prudeur 
in her to ſet a Negotiation on foot with a Na- 
tion of ſo haughty a Temper as the Polanders 


are, at a time when her Forces were disband- 


ed, for they uſed her with the utmoſt Con- 
tempt; whereas had ſhe kept her Army on 
foot, ſhe might have forced them to reaſona- 
ble Terms, and ſaved her Succeſſor the Trou— 
ble of a very bloody War, from which he 
| reaped but little Benefit. 
As for what relates to the Finances, they 


had been managed till the Year 1644. in ſuch 
a manner, that a Sum was always ready for 


the Service of the enſuing V ear; but the Queen 

drained the publick Treaſure during the happy 
times of her Reign to ſuch a Degree, that co 
retrieve its ill State they were obliged to fall 
upon violent Meaſures, by which many excel- 
* lent Men were reduced to extreme Miſery. 


| Ir was indeed no wonder that ſhe governed 


| fo ill, for ſhe ſlighted the ancient Counſellors 
and acted merely upon her own Judgement or 
the Counſels of inconſiderate and ſelfiſh Peo- 
ple: In ſhort, things were come to ſuch a pals, 
that had her Reign continued longer ſhe muſt 
infallibly either have ruined the Kingdom or 
have been dethroned. This among other In- 
ſtances which might be alledged, jhews that it 
e is 
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is not Fineneſs of Wit nor Depth of Learning 
that makes good Princes, and that theſe are 
not the Conſiderations upon which they are 
to be valued; for it is evident the incompara- 
ble Learning of that Princeſs did by the ill uſe 
ſhe made of it, ſerve only to extirpate the 
Principles of Piety and Religion, and to make 
her a Diſgrace to the Memory of her Father, 
as well as a great Scandal to the whole Na- 
tion. 555 
This Chriſtina, in conſideration of her being 
Heireſs to a Kingdom which would prove a 
handſom Portion for her future Spoule, was 
_ courted by ſeveral Princes: The firſt was Fre- 
derict William, Elector of Brandenburg , 
whom Guſtavus Adolphus had pitched upon 
for his Daughter's Husband, hoping by that 


means to encreaſe conſiderably the Power of | 


Sweden, in joining to it the Dominions of 
that Elector, together with Pormeranzta and 
the Ducal Profits; as likewiſe Pruſſia Royal 

which he was endeavouring to obtain from 

the Emperor as a Satisfaction due to him. But 
after the Death of that King, the Lords of the 
Kingdom thought it not for their Intereſt to 
countenance that Match, becauſe Sweden had 
never found much Advantage from placing the 
Crown on the Heads of Foreigners. Bur 
there were beſides two particular Reaſons 
which made them averſe to it : Firſt, the Re- 
flection they made that the Elector might 
_ draw over into the Kingdom ſeveral ry, 

an 
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and entruſt them with the chief Employments | 


of the Kingdom to the Prejudice of the Na- 
tives: Secondly, the Apprehenſions they had 
that he might pretend to rule Sweden arbitra- 


rily, as he did his own Dominions, and uſe 


them ill in order to force them to a compli- 
ance with his meaſures. 95 

Chriſtian IV. King of Denmark tricd like- 
wite to get the Queen for one of his Sons, 
Friderick or Ulric, but the Swedes would 
not conſent to that Match neither {or ſeveral 


reaſons; but particulary becauſe the Union of 
Sweden and Denmark had once proved lo fa- 


tal to their Country. 


Charles Guſtavus the Prince Palatine had 
far a better Proſpect, for the Queen had been 
brought up in his Mother's Houle, and had con- 
ſtantly from that time ſhewn an Inclination to 
his Perſon; even when {he was but a little 


Girl, the would often promiſe him in jeſt ro 


marry him. When ſhe was grown to riper 
Years, Charles Guſtavus made his Addreſſes 


to her with ſo much Warmth and Aſſiduity, 


that had ſhe anſwered the Advances he had 
made, the Affair would have been concluded 
without any body's Oppoſition. For amongſt 
many other Qualifications which made this 
Prince acceptable, he was born in Swede, 
had been educated there, and looked upon it 
as his own Country. As to his Family and 
Extraction, it is needleſs to obſerve how _ 
much he was in that reſpect ſuperior to Erie 
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Oxenſt;ern, whom the High Chancellor his 
Father had ſet up for a Suitor to the Princels ; 
but ſhe treated him with great Ccntewpr, eſ- 
pecially after that the Enemies of old Oæen- 
fliera had found means to leſſen her Favour 
towards him, and that his Authority began 
to decay. The Senate and the Eſtates were 
in the Prince's Intercſt, and preſſed the Queen 
to bring the Match to a Concluſion. But all 
they could obtain from her, was only a faint 
Promiſc, that if ever ſhe turned her 1 houghts 
towards Marriage, ſhe would pitch upon him 
preferably to any other. 5 ens 
But at the fame time the had in reality no 
thoughts of making good this Promiſe. For 
at an Age when other Women's Minds run moſt 
upon Matrimony, ſhe took a ſirm Reſolution 
of leading a ſingle Life. I cannot poſitively de- 
termine from what Motive this Reſolution 
procceded, whether it was the Effect of Great- 
nels of Mind or of an unwillingneſs in her to 
part with any ſhare of her Liberty in favour. 
of a Husband. However it is molt probable, 
that the Subjection which married Women are 
under, was what principally gave her an Aver- 
ſion to Matrimony ; for the was often known 
to ſay, that ſhe could not bear the thought of 
being treated as a Floughman would uſe a 
Piece of Land. Neither dare ] affirm, that 
any one had the Aſſurance to inſtill ſuch Prin- 
ciples into her Mind, yet I know very well 
that her Tutor /0b6nu Matihiz,Bilhop of Streng-. 
SETS, : nes, 
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es, was ſuſpected of having inſpired her with 
an Averſion for Matrimony, though no body 
pretends to determine, whether he did it of his 
own accord or at the inſtigation of others; 
nor what could be the Motive or Deſign of 
his diverting her from all Thoughts of Mar- 
riage. There is no doubt but Count Mag- 
mus de-la-Gardie was very inſtrumental in 
confirming her in this Diſpoſition, as the 
Queen afterwards confeſſed. And indeed if 
the Count who was then in the height of Fa- 
vour, would have taken as much pains in pro- 
moting the Match between CHiſtiua and 
Charles Guſtavus, as he did to hinder it, un- 
doubtedly it would have been concluded. It 


is not very difficult to diſcover upon what 
Motive, and with what View the Count act— 


ed; he was ſo well accompliſhed with reſpect 
to the Endowments both of his Mind and 
Fortune, that he thought he had as fair 
or perhaps a fairer Proſpect of attaining to 


1 the Crown than Charles Guſtavus, tor in 


his Travels he had made a much handſomer 
Figure and Appearance than the Prince, who 


1 being ſtiuted by his Father could not afford 


to ſpend ſo proſuſely, whereas the Count's 
Father Jacob de- la- Cardiè ſupplied his Son 
plentifully with all he could defire. It was 
the Count therefore that was chiefly inftru- 
mental in diverting the Queen from that Mar- 
riage; for even when Charles Guſtavus, in 
ipite of the Oppoſition made by Jacob de la 
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_ Gardze, was declared next Heir to the Crown, 
the Count {till continued to do all that lay in 
his Power to turn the Queen's Mind from re- 
ſigning the Crown; ſtill entertaining DN 
either the Death of Charles Guſtavus or lome 
other unforeteen Accident might favour his 


Ain, . 
Nor was the Count the only Perſon who 
wiſhed, that neither the Match nor the Abdi- 


cation might take place: Several other Lords 


were of the ſame Mind, though upon Views 


widely different from his. They were deſi- 


rous the Queen might reign all her Life. time, 
but they would not have her marry; being in 
hopes that after her Death the Right of Ele- 

ction might take place again, which would 


give them an Opportunity of improving their 
_ own Intereſts; tor thoſe who looked a little 


farther than others, foreſaw that the Lands 
they had out of the Demeſnes of the Crown 


would ſome time or other be refumed, and 


conſequently they endeavoured with all their 
Might to find out Means to divert this Blow. 
It is a conſtant Obſervation of ſuch as have 


any inſight into publick Affairs, that a Prince 


rather loſes than gains upon the Affections of I 
his Subjects, by granting them exorbitant Pri- 


vileges and Immunities, which while advanta- 
gious to them, are detrimental to the Publick, 
and by beſtow ing upon them exceſſive Gratifi- 
cations; for thoſe on whom they are conferred 


living under a conſtant Apprehenſion that 
FR els Rona their 
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their Sovereign may one Day or other change 


his Mind, will conſequently engage in any 


Meaſure in order to ſecure to themſelves even 


againſt the Will and Power of the Crown, the 


Poſſeſſion of what they enjoy: Which Ob- 
ſervation is fully verified by this Part of the 

Indeed the Nobles were no ways apprehenſive 
that it would ever enter into the Queen's Mind 
to reſume the Eſtates ſhe had given them; for 
they knew but too well, a Perſon of her Sex 
would not have the Courage to venture upon 
ſo hazardous an Attempt as the depriving of a 
conſiderable part of their Fortunes, a Body of 
Men who on account of the Credit they had 
gained by the great Services they had perfor- 
med for the Publick, were very much to be 


' feared and reſpected: Beſides that it never 


had been her Way to revoke what ſhe had once 
given. But though they were ſecure in reſpect 
to her, yet they had ſufficient reaſon to tear, 
that another King might think it convenient 


to rei unite to his Demeſnes the alienated Lands, 
in which Undertaking the three remaining E- 
ſtates, vg. the Clergy, the Burghers and the 
Peaſants would undoubtedly ſupport the King 


with all their Might, the rather becauſe the 
ſaid Eſtates longed to lee the Nobility miortifi- 


ed and reduced, whoſe Wealth grew burthen- 
ſome and oppreilive to their ſeveral Orders. 


In order to comprehend how well theſe 


Fears were grounded, we need only conſider 


che 
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the Conſtitution of the Swediſh Government, 
and it will appear that the Novility cannot 


ſupport themſelves againſt che other Eſtates of 


* 


the Kingdom, unleſs by the Afſlitiance oi the 


King. For in the Aſſembly of the Hilates or 


their Parliament, they are liable to be aways _ 
out-yoted by the other Orders. And beſides 


that Commoners generally cntertain jome 


Grudge againſt the Nobles; the three Eſtates 
of the Kingdom have a peculiar Intareſt in leſ- 


ſening as ar as in them lies the Privileges and 


Pre- eminences of the Nobility, being perſuade 


ed that the more that Body is kept under, che 
fewer Taxcs will be laid upon the other Or- 


ders. 1 


In other Kingdoms the Nobility arc held 
in much greater conſideration than the reſt 


of the Subjects, and enjoy ſuch Privileges as 
ſet them much above the other Bodies, where- 


of the State is compoſed; or make them at 


leaſt equal to all the other Eſtates in paſſing 


their Suffrage upon publick Affairs. This is 


plain in Poland, where the Nobles, the Sena- 
tors and a few Repreſentatives of the Towns 


in Pruſſia have a Right to ſit in the Diet of 
the Kingdom. In England what goes under 


the Appellation of Nobility, vi. the Lords, 


conſtitute a Houſe by itſelf, and makes one of 


the two Bodies whereof the Parliament is com- 
poſed, and fo may be reckoned to make up 


one half of the Suffrages; not to take notice 


that the Members of the Houſe of Commons, 


who 


) 
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who repreſent the remaining part of the Na- 
tion, are generally ſpeaking Gentlemen, and 
{eyeral of them cycn of the beſt Families in 
che Kingdom, „ 
The Nobility in ain and Portugal may 


likewile be reckoned to balance the other 
parts of the Conſtitution; for though there 
dre three Eſtates, the Clergy, the Nobility and 


the Towns, yet the greater part of the Cler- 
gy are deſcended of noble Families. But the 
Caſe is different in Sweden, and the Nobility 


found by Experience in the Vear 1650. the 
odds there is in three Votes to one. For 
Chriſtiua having put a Period to that long 
War which had been of ſo much Service to 
ber, made an ill timed Demand of a Supply 


from the Eſtates. Hereupon the three Eſtates 
above- mentioned ſet forth, that the Grants of 
the Crown ought to be reſumed, and were 


very preſſing with the Queen upon that head, 
| complaining much that new Supplies were ex- 
acted of them, at a time when the Nobility, 
grown inſolent with the Wealth they had ac- 
quired, either by the War or by the Liberality 
| of the Queen, wallowed in Luxury and De- 
baucher y. And though the Nobility found 
Means to divert the impending Storm for this 
time, rather by Threatnings than by Argu- 
ments, yet the other Eſtates were glad they 
had once called in queſtion the Enjoyments of 
| thoſe Grants, hoping ſome Opportunity would 
| offer ſooner or later to purſue their Point. 


The 
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The Nobility ſeeing therefore they could 
not maintain themſelves in the Poſſeſſion of 
thoſe Grants, unleſs they ſhould be ſupported 
by the King's Authority; began to think ſeri- 
ouſly upon ordering Affairs in ſuch a manner, 
that in caſe Chri/tzna ſhould reſign the Crown, 
the ancient Right of Election might be reſto- 
red; or at leaſt that the Choice might fall up- 
on one who ſhould be agrecable to rhem, and 
would engage to leave them in the undiſturb- 
ed Enjoyment of the aforeſaid Grants. 1 
Io bring about which Deſign, it was neceſ- 
fary iu the firſt place ro exclude all Foreign- 
ers who ſet up for Suitors to the Queen, 

namely the Elector of Brandenburg, and the 
two Princes of Denmark, which was no dif— 
ficult matter. And this being once effected, 
Chriſtina ſhewed ſo much indifference with 
reſpect to Charles Guſtavus, whole Shape and 
Mien ſhe diſliked, that they thought they had 
nothing to apprehend from that Quarter; but- 
rhey were ſtrangely miſtaken, for the Princeſs 
at the ſame time that ſhe had taken the Reſo- 
lution to part with the Crown, had framed a 
Deſign of making that Prince her Succeſſor, 
being of Opinion he would not fail to make 
good to her all the Conditions ſhe ſhould ſti- 
pulate for ſo ſignal a Gratification as the Su- 
render of a Crown, whereas another who ſhould 
not owe his Advancement to her, might per- 
haps even lay hold of her future Conduct A 
5 | make 
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make it ſerve for a Pretence to refuſe the Pen- 
ſion that ſhould be agreed on. . 

pon theſe Conſiderations ſhe propoſed to 
the Senate that Charles Guſlavus might be de- 
clared her Succeſſor. The Senators, who as 


J mentioned juſt now, had Views far different 


from hers, oppoſed this Motion with all their 
might, and Jacob de-la-Gardze above all tbe 
reſt. He urged how neceſſary it was the Queen 
ſhould marry the Prince; and this he did witli 
ſo much the more Vehemence becauſe he 
knew how averſe ſhe was to that Marriage. 
The Queen turning oft this Propoſition, he 


{ undertook to prove by a long Speech what 
fatal Conſequences were like to attend her re- 
fuſing it, arguing to this Effect: That un 


O 


leſs this Marriage procecded, the Kingdom 


muſt neceſſarily be involved in the very Pan- 
gers they were now labouring to avoid: For 


if the Prince ſhould marry any other Woman 
during the Queen's Celibacy, he might through 
Eagerneſs and Impatience to ſee himſelf ſeated 
on the Throne, ſeize upon it even during her 


Life; or if aſter the Prince were married, the 


Queen ſhould have a Mind to marry likewiſe, 
which might always be preſumed of Women 
not yet paſt Age, there would ariſe two Lincs 

of preſumptive Heirs to the Crown, both e- 


qually deſirous to fill the Throne, and both 


ready to contend for it at the Expence of the 
Kingdom, which could not fail ro be cruelly im- 


| broiled by ſuch Differences. But all this fine 


1 Speech 
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Speech had no weight with the Queen ; ſhe 
aſſured them there was no reaſon to appre- 
hend that the ſhould ever marry, and as to 
the ſuppoſed Inconvenience from two differ- 
ent Lines, there was a Remedy againſt it 
which would be, not to do as King Gaus 
had done with relation to his Sons, namely 
ro give an Appanage to the next Heir, but 
_ only to aſſign him a certain Allowance where- 
with he muſt content himſelf; which Expe- 
dient ſhe recommended to them for a ſtand- 
ing Maxim to be obſerved in the Royal Fa- 
i 1353 
| The Queen on one fide adhering to her 
Reſolution in relation to Charles Guſtavus, | 
and the Senate on the other ceaſing to oppoſe 
her, though without yielding to her Demands, 
the matter was referr'd ro the Eſtates of the King- = 
dom; inwhichAſſembly heClergy,theBurghers _ 
and the Peaſants approved of the Queen's De- 
ſigu without any Oppoſition, for they had 
none of thoſe Reaſons to be againſt ir, which 
the Nobility had. Amongſt the reſt John 
Lenæus Archbiſhop of *Up/al, was very ſer- 
viceable upon this Occaſion to Charles Guſta- 
Tits, who during the Courle of his Studies at the 
Univerſity of Upſal had lodged at his Houſe. 
Some of the Nobility at firſt made a new Oppo- 
ſition, but the Queen Brow-beating them, and 
ſpeaking to every one of them in particular in 
harſh Terms and with much Indignation, they 
at laſt choſe rather to ſwim with TT " 
5 | than 
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than to be over- born and ſunk in withſtand- 


ing it. But though Charles Guſtavus was de- 


clared next Heir to the Crown and Succeſſor 
to Queen Chriſtina contrary to the expecta- 
tion of the Nobles, yet they could not retolye | 
to give over their Deſigns. They endeavou- 

red only to gain time in order to improve e- 
very Opportunity for diverting the Storm with 
which they were threatned. It was with this 


View that in the Year 1650. when Chriſtina 
immediately after her Inauguration took it into 


O 


her Head to lay down the Crown, they did 


all that lay in their Power to perſuade her to 


alter her Reſolution, being in hopes ſhe might 


poſſibly outlive the Prince who had a pale 


Look, and was obliged againſt his Will to drink 


to Exceſs; there being in thoſe times no ſurer 
way to gain the Affection of military Men 


than by getting drunk with them. 


Charles Guſtavus on his ſide being no Stran- 


ger to the Deſigns of his Enemies, and knowing 


what Engines they ſet at work to undo him, was 


very cautious not to do any thing which might 


afford them a Handle to charge him with aſ- 


piring to the Throne before his time. He ne · 


ver meddled with Affairs of State, but kept re- 


tired in the Iſland of Oeland, or other Places 


aſſigned to him for his Maintenance. He e- 
ven cauſed abundance of Materials to be 
brought to this Iſland in order to build there 

a Chapel, in which as he ſaid, he deſigned 
| to lay his Bones. This Chapel he cunning- 
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ly ſhewed to Peter Sparre, Gentleman of the 
Bed-· Chamber to the Queen, whom ſhe had 
ſent to him with a New- Vear's- Gift. Sparre did 
not fail to make his Report of it to the Queen, 
who fell a laughing and ſaid; That no Heir 


apparent had ever died in Oeland, — 
The Prince went ſeldom to Court, and if 
he did, he came only to pay his Duty to the 
Queen; after which Ceremony he repaired 


back immediately into the Country, for fear | 


that if he ſhould receive Viſits, they ſhould put 
a Conſtruction upon it, as if he was forming a 


Party for himſelf. He even carried his Diſli- : 


mulation ſo far, that when Arnold Meſſenius, 


who like a great many others was diſpleaſed | 
with the Queen's Government, had written | 
to him, repreſenting the ill Conduct of the | 
Queen, and endeavouring to perſuade him to 


oppoſe her and to place himſelf upon the 
Throne; aſſuring him that all who loved 
their Country would joyn with him: He 
{ent the Letter directly to the Queen, pro- 
teſting he was innocent. Meſſenius and his 
Son loſt their Lives for it, but there was no 
further Enquiry made after his Accomplices, 
for fear of diſcovering more than would have 

been” Bkeg. ͤ; ner CF ont cir bo: 
But notwithſtanding the prudent Conduct | 
of the Prince, it is reported that the Queen | 
had once formed a Deſign to diſpatch him out | 
of the way, and put in his place the Count | 
Claudius Tort, who at that time entirely poſ- 


(4% 
ſeſſed her Favour. They ſay it had been con- 
trived that the Queen ſhould ſend: for the 
Prince on Pretence he ſhould. review 

ſome Regiments, and that there ſhould be 
ſome who ſhould way-lay and kill him. 
But Mary Chriſtiana Counteſs of Loewenſtein, 
the Lady of Count Gabriel Oxenſtiern High 

Steward of the Kingdom, having learned the 


Secret, ſhe intruſted it with Arfmed Count of 


the Plot he took care not to ſtir out that Day, 
and fo eſcaped the Snare that was laid for 
During theſe Tranſactions the Queen's Go- 
yernment became every Day more and more 
odious, which put the Prince's Friends upon 
the Reſolution of attempting to bring him to 
the Throne without further Delay: But con- 
ſidering how earneſtly Count Magnus de-la- 
Gardie had formerly laboured to perſuade the 
Queen to keep the Crown, they ſaw it was 
abſolutely neceſſary to get ſo dangerous a Man 
out of the way who croſſed all their Deſigns. 
To which End they ſer all their Engines to 
work, and an Opportunity being offered them 
which proved very favourable, they ſucceed- 
ed in their Deſign; for Charles Chriſtopher 
Schlippenbach and Anthony Steinberg chal- 
lenging the Count to determine ſome Quarrel 
they had with him, by the Sword; the latter 
refuſed ro appear on pretence of the Diſparity 
of their Condition. The Queen in order to 
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deprive him of this Pretence, raifed both his | 


Adverlaries to the Dignity of Counts: but he 


ſtill refuſing to fight, the Queen treated him 


with the utmoſt Contempt as a Coward, and 
forbid him the Court. Ce oe ey 
Immediately after, when ſhe obſerved the 


bad Condition her own Affairs and thoſe of | 


the Kingdom were in, {he repented her ha- 


ving neglected the Advice of the Chancellor 
* Oxenſtiern, and began to think ſeriouſly of | 
reſigning the Crown to Charles Guſtavus, and | 
of retiring out of the Kingdom. Which Ex- 


tremity was the neceſſary Reſult of her ill 
Conduct, for ſhe had entirely exhauſted the 
Treaſury, and could not have lived any longer 
in $:oc&holm like a Queen, nor have appear- 
ed there with the ſame Splendor as before: 


Beſides that the Swedes, who are a grave Peo- | 
ple and Lovers of Regularity, were fo ſcanda» | 
lied at her looſe Behaviour, that ſhe had rea- 


1on to apprehend they might at laſt force her 


to quit the Throne, if ſhe did not leave it of 


her own accord. 


It is eaſy to comprehend what uneaſineſe 


this Incident muſt have occaſioned among the 


Nobles. They conſtantly oppoſed the Abdica- | 


tion, which made the Prince apprehenſive the 


Queen might alter her Reſolution. But far 
from diſcloſing his Fears, on the contrary he 
Hewed ſo much indifference when they deſi- 
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See above, Pag. 33. 
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red him to accept of the Crown, that he en- 
treated the Queen by all that was dear to her, 


ro keep it during her Life rime. Bur when 
he ſaw that ſhe perſiſted in her Reſolution, he 


went another way to work, and declared he 


would rather die than ſufter himſelf ro be made 
a Jeſt of at *Up/al. Accordingly he ſet out 
for that Place in order to cauſe himſelf ro be 
crowned there, and took up his Quarters for 


ſome time at an Inn not far from the Town. 
It happened one Day as he was extremely 
penſi ve and thoughtful, that a Gentleman of 


Pomerania, Frances Horn by Name, took the 
Liberty to ask him what was the Subject of 


his Contemplation: whereupon the Prince an- 
 {wered, He was muſing upon the Difficulty 


of the Buſineſs which had drawn him ro *Up- 
/al; but that his Reſolution was taken, and 


that he was determined either to wear the 
Crown or to loſe his Head in the Attempr. 


And the Count of Mittemberg had already 


| j _ Poſted about V, near two thoniand regu- 


lar Forces, to be ready to ſupport the Prince 


upon any Exigency. 


This Affair being propoſed and diſcuſſed in 


the Aſſembly, fome did their utmoſt ro de- 


feat it, and others were no lels zealous to 
promote irs Succels. The High Chancel- 
lor Oxeuſtiern had procured a Meeting of 
the Chief of the Senators and Nobility in or- 
der to conſult what Courſe it was moſt advi- 
ſable for them to take in the preſent Poſture 
> e e of 
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of Affairs ; but Benedict Skytte, who was ; 
devoted to the Prince's Party, went directly to 


the Queen and acquainted her with what was 
doing; ſhe ſet out immediately from the Caſtle, 


and entering briskly into the Hall where theſe | 


Nobles were aſſembled, after a ſhort Rebuke 
for their ſecret caballing, order'd them to fol- 
low her. They obeyed without any Difficulty, 
and walking along on Foot attended the Queen 


who was on Horſeback, back to the Caſtle, by ; 


which means a (top was put to theirDeliberation. 
During the time that they were ſolliciting the 
Queen to keep the Crown, Charles Guſtavus 
cCauſed Schlippenbach to whiſper into the Chan- 
celor's Ear, That if he continued to oppoſe 
him, he was not ſo old but his Head might | 
one Day or other be made to pay for the 
Chagrin he now cauſed him. The ſame Ox- 


enſtiern upon this Occaſion told two Profef- ; 


ſeors of the Univerſity of Vpſal who were ad- 
dicted to his Intereſt, namely Dr. Scygzelius 


and Olaus Vercelins : that he was ſurpriged 
to ſee ſome of their Body ſo ſtifly bent upon | 


bringing the Prince to the Crown; for he 
was ſure their Poſterity would be glad one 
Day to tale it again from his Deſcendants ; 
that he was ſo well acquainted with the 
Temper of this Family, that he could take 
pou him to make this Predittion. And when 
Chriſtina was upon the Point of making her 
Abdication, he with a Sigh broke out into this 
Expreſſion, That he had lived too long by one 
A Hs 


0 
He excuſed himſelf likewiſe from aſſiſting 
at this Ceremony, alledging he had taken an 


Oath to Guftavrs Adolphus to employ all 


means in the World for preſerving the Crown 
to his Daughter, and that he could not in 
Conſcience be preſent at a Solemnity, by 
which the was to diveſt herſelf of the 2 gnity 
of Queen. | 


As ſoon as Charles Gnſtauus was placed on 
the Throne, he ſhewed no manner of Reſent- 
ment aga aint any of thoſe who had oppoled 


Him; conſidering ic was his Inrercſt to gain 


People's Minds by Lenity and Liberality, eſta- 
bliſhing it beſides as a conſtant Maxim with 
himſel;, not ro expreſs any Reſentment againſt 


_ thoſe who have no other Deſigu in offending 
but the Preſervation of their own Fortunes: 
He carried his Indulgence yer farther in rela- 
tion to the High Chancellor, to whom he 
ave real Proofs of an unfeigned Affection, 
calling him his Father, and granting to his 


Son Eric the Reverſion of the Chancellorſhip. 
And indeed he was a Miniſter who deſerved a 
high Degree of Eſteem: for to give him his 


due, it is certain that Sweden never produced 
a greater Man, or one who did more Service 


to his Country, Guſ//avis Adolphus was fo 


ſenſible of this, that one Day he aid in ex- 
preſs Terms, That f God had not given him 
a Man of ſuich excellent ©, mndowments for his 
Miniſter, he fhonld never have been avle rb 


Pu the Kingdom in fo * Heir 9 4 Condition. 
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The Queen his Daughter, confeſſed the fame 
in a Speech ſhe made upon advancing him to 
the Dignity of Count, when after having be- 
ſtowed upon him all the Encomiums imagina- 
ble, ſhe added, That by the Advice and Aſjiſt- 
ance of the High Chancellor, her Father had 
raiſed the Kingdom out of that Miſery and 
Obſcurity iu which it had lain before. 5 
Chriſtina upon leaving the Throne, took 
the Reſolution to turn Roman Catholick, and 
to take the Diverſion of travelling, chiefly 
to have an Opportunity of taſting the Plea- 
ſures of Italy, of which ſhe had conceived a 
high Reliſh from frequent Converſation with 
Foreigners. Th 


Thus the Senate and Nobility were fruſtra- 


ted in the Hopes of retrieving their Authority 
after Queen CHhriſtiua's Reign; as well as in 
the Proſpect they had of ſecuring to themſelves 
the undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of the Grants ſo 
often mentioned, by an Engagement from 


her future Succeſſor; And indeed what Pro- 


bability was there that they ſhould ever be 
able to draw Charles Guſtavus into ſuch an 
Engagement, who was under no manner of 
Obligation to them, and took particular Care 
to declare it plainly by cauſing Medals to be 
ſtruck at his Coronation, upon which there 
was a Crown with this Inſcription: I Deo & 
Chriſtina; From God and Chriſtina, 

Yet it muſt be allowed, that the Pretenſions 

of the Senate and the Eſtates for ſettling the 
g 5 Succeſſion 


1 
Succeſſion to the Crown by their Suffrages, 
were well grounded; for the Crown did not 
belong to CHriſtiua in Propriety, and conſe- 
3 ſhe could not diſpoſe of it to whom 
ſhe pleaſed; it being unqueſtionable that in 
free Kingdoms, ſuch as Sweden is, the Right 
to the Crown is derived ſolely from the Con- 
ſent of the Orders or Eſtates repreſenting the 
J 
However the Fate of the Nobility under the 
Reign of Charles Guſtavus proved tolerable, 
beyond what many of them could have hoped 
for. It is true he would not ſuffer the leaſt 
Encroachment to be made upon the Preroga- 
tive of the Crown, yet the chicf Authority 
was lodged with the Senate, which was at 
that time compoſed of 40 Perſons, all of 
them Men of a moſt diſtinguiſhed Character, 
There was bur one thing which made the No- 
bility uncaly ; there was a Neceſſity for find- 
ing out Means to re-eftabliſh the Treaſury and 
to ſupply the King with the Sums neceſſary 
for the Support of his Dignity, the Revenue 
having been much impaired by the Male- 
adminiſtration of Chriſtina, who over and a- 
bove had contracted Debts upwards of ſome 
Millions. In order to provide a ſufficient 
Fund for this Scrvice, the three Eftates pro- 
poſed a Reyocation of the Grants made out 
of the Revenues of the Crown, and inſiſted 


on it with great Warmth. And now it was 


that the Nobility were obliged to give way to 
„„ ” me 
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the Torrent which they ſaw breaking in upon 
their Lands, being no longer able to ſtem and 
divert it by Threats and Inſults, as they had done 
in the Year 1650. However this preſent Redu- 
Ction was carried on with a great deal of Mode- 


ration, for no more was taken from the Nobility ; 


than what was abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport 
the Royal Dignity, and that too with the 
greateſt Thriftincis and Oeconomy, vi. the 
King's Farms or Mannor-Lands, as they were 
called, likewiſe others formerly aſſigned for 
the Entertainment of the King's Stables, his 
Hounds, the Army, the Fleet and the Mines; 
and yet the King contented himſelf with the 
fourth part of theſe Poſſeſſions, in exacting 
of which he proceeded not very rigorouſly 
neither. He exempted likewiſe from this Re- 
duction ſeveral Perſons who had performed 
grcat Services to the Crown: For inſtance, 
when he had Intimation given him that Count 
Torſtenſon was poſſeſſed of ſome Lands which 
were liable to Reduction, he ſaid, he would. 
mot touch them even though they had lain 
within the Walls of the Caſtle, becauſe he 
was a Man of an exiraorainary Merit and 
Had inſtructed him in the Rudiments and Art 
of War. Neither did this Reſumption extend 
further than to what had been given away du- 
ring Chri/fzna's Reign, notwithſtanding the 
three Eſtates endeavoured to make it reach 
beyond 1604. in which Year a Decree had 
been made at Norcoeprng, in virtue of which 
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Lands alienated by Way of Donation were 
transformed into Ficfs Male: but it was 
thought ungenerous and diſreſpect! ful to take 
away what had been given by a King * fo 
famed for his Wiſdom and for extending 
the Limits of the Kingdom. Neither would 
they revoke the Donations made by Chri- 
ſtiua without having beforchand obtained 
her Conſent, for they were of Opinion the 
contrary would be putting an Aftront upon 
her. The King being ſoon after engaged in a 
bloody War, in which it is reckoned that 
no leſs than 73000 Swedes Joſt their Lives, 
time would not permit him to purſue this Re- 
duction with greater Rigour. He dicd before 
the War was brought to an End, ſo that it 
can not be determined whether he rcally in- 
rended to have taken away another part of 
the Eſtates of the Nobility. Yer it is very 
- probable, that after the Peace he might have 
united to the Crown another fourth part of ſuch 
Lands; all which ſtill would not have born 
too hard upon the Nobility. Or perhaps 
he might have let them enjoy the fame as 
before, upon the Condition of their paying 
him a yearly Acknowledgment, by which 
Expedicnt in the Opinion of many he would 
have made the Nobility caſy, and at the ſame 
time the Lands would have turned to a better 
Account than TY re. uniting them to the Crown, 
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But even ſuppoſing, he would till have re- 
ſumed a larger Proportion, yet I queſtion 
much whether he would ever have gone ſo 
far as thoſe who came after him have done. 
He was a liberal and generous Prince, who 
loved to ſee his Subjects proſper ; he was ſa- 
tisfied many amongſt them had deſerved the 


Donations they had been gratificd with; and | 


conſequently that they could not be taken 


from them without Injuſtice. Beſides that ö 


by carrying this Reduction too far, ſeveral 
Nobles would be left quite deſtitute of the 


Means to ſubſiſt themſelves honourably, where- | 
as the Augmentation of the Revenue propoſed 


_ thereby, would prove but inconſiderable. He 


was likewiſe ſenſible that the principal Civil 


and Military Employments muſt be exerciſed 
by the Nobles, without admitting amongſt 


them the other three Orders, and that for ac- | 


quitting themſelves honourably in thoſe Em- 
ployments, it was neceſſary they ſhould re- 
main poſſeſſed of plentiful Eſtates; ſince it is 


a difficult thing, and what ſeldom happens, 
that a Man in indigent Circumſtances ſhould. 


be able to qualify himſelf for great Employ - 


ments. Upon the whole, a Prince ought in 


Reaſon to ſer a greater Value upon the Ser- 


vices done to his Goyernment by a Man of 
Birth and Condition, than upon the trifling 
Income of a few Buſhels of Corn. I am fully 


perſuaded, that Charles Guſtavus was of this 
Mind, and that had he ſucceeded in his De- 
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ſigns, he would not only have put the whole 
Kingdom into a flouriſhing Condition, but in 
particular would have granted conſiderable 
Advantages to the Nobility, and would have 
beſtowed Gifts upon them worthy ſo great 
and glorious a Prince. Nor can there be a 


better Proof of this Aſſertion than his paſt 


Conduct, for he had already given away the 
greater part of the Eſtates ſituate in the new 
Conqueſts made in Pruſſia and Denmark. 
Ido not think it quite foreign to my Deſign 
to ſay ſomething upon this Occaſion of the 
Projects of this Prince, and rhe manner in 
which he intended to have put them in cxe- 
cution. Sweden had ever been a poor Coun- 
try, its People being confined to the Northern 
Corner, did not much regard the Affairs of 
other European Nations, who in their turn 
did not concern themſelves with what paſſed 
in Sweden, Guſtavus Adolphus was the firſt 
who raiſed the Reputation of this Kingdom, 
and after his Death, the Senate and the Chicft 
Miniſters of State, but above all the Generals 
kept it up and carried it to ſuch a Point that 
it made a conſiderable Figure amongſt the 
Powers of Europe, and bore a great Weight 
in turning the Balance of their various Inte- 
| reſts. But as this Grandeur to Which it had 


| been ſo fuddenly raiſed, was owing not fo 


| much to its own Forces as to the excellent 
| Conduct of Grftavius Adolphus, and the Dii- 


| poſition the German Princes and their Affairs 


Were 
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were then in, Men of Penetration eaſily fore- 
law that when the Poſture of Affairs came 


once to be changed, Sweden would not long 


be able to maintain itſelf upon the ſame foot. 


Charles Guſtavus, when he was Captain Ge- 


neral of the Swedzſh Forces in Germany, dif- 
covered two great Obſtacles which hindred 
Sweden from conducting Affairs according to 
its own Pleaſure and Intereſt. The one was, 
that the greater part of the Forces were com- 


poſed of Germans, who were under no abſo- 
lute Command, and obeyed no further than 


they thought good; beſides that there was 
Reaſon to apprehend they might at Jaſt grow 
weary of a War which drew along with it 


the Ruin of their Country, and thereupon for- 


fake the Swedes, who in ſuch a Caſe would 
find themſelves deprived at once of their main 
Strength. The other was, that they were 
obliged to have Recourſe to France for Sup- 
plies of Money, becauſe neither the Contri- 
butions they exacted in Germany, nor the 
Finances of Sweaer could anſwer the vaſt Ex- 
pence of the War, which often cauſed Mutiny 
amongſt their Soldiers, and put their Affairs 
into great Diſorder. 


As the She des could not ſubſiſt without 


the Money of France, they were drawn into 


a fort of Dependance upon that Crown, which 


taking Advantage from thence, never failed 


underhand to croſs the Swedes, when their 
Arms made a greater Progreſs than they 
thought 
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thought for their Intereſt. At laſt France 
being involved in Civil Wars, there was 
no other way left for SH den to retrieve its 
Affairs but to make a Peace, to the unſpeaka- 
ble Grief of Charles Guſtadus, who loſt there- 
by ſo many Opportunities of exerting his Cou- 


frage. | 


This Prince who well underſtood the Weak- 
neſs of Sweden, did immediately after his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Crown apply himſelf with all his 
might to put the Kingdom into a Condition 
to ſupport its own Luftre, without having re- 
courſe to the Supplics of foreign Allies, To 

compaſs this End, he judged it neceſſary to 


make himſelf Maſter of the whole Baltic“, 
for which purpoſe he wanted nothing bur the 
Ports of Pruſſia and Courlaud; for he deſigned 
| to weaken that of Lubeck by I iſmar; the 
Caſtle of Marnemunde kept a ſufficient check 


upon that of Ro//ock; and the Duties of the 
Port of Colberg were already ſhared between 


the Swedes and the Elector of Brandenburg. 


An Opportunity ſeemed alſo to invite him to 
invade Pruſſia; for the Polanders were enga- 
ged in a War againſt the Ruſſians and the Co/- 


ach; and though it was apparently a hazar- 


dous Attempt for a Prince who was bur lately 
come to the Crown againſt the Will of the 


Chief Men of the Kingdom, having beſides 


no Children, and conlequently being placed 


upon a tottering Throne, to leave his Domi- 
nions and engage himſelf in a doubtful Expe- 


„ dition 
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dition abroad; yet all theſe Conſiderations 


had no weight with him, he firmly perſuading 


himſelf, a happy Succeſs would crown his 


Enterprize. 


Ihe Operations for conducting this War he 


had projected in the following manner: The 
Count of Wittenberg was ordered to make an 
Irruption into Poland, and Count Magnus de- 


lIa-Gardie into Lithuania, to: hinder the . 
landers from ſuccouring Pruſſia, into which 
Country the King was to fall with the main 


Body of his Army, deſigning to make that the 


r6al Sear of War... >; „% 
The Beginnings of the War were very for- 


tunate and aulpicious, and the King flattering 


himſelf that the Succeſs of his Arms would al- 


Ways continue the fame, animated beſides 


by the Count of V zttenberg, began to turn 
his Thoughts upon the entire Conqueſt of Po- 


laud. His Schemes he even thought laid ſo 
ſure, that he had already given Orders to pre- 
pare the proper and neceſſary Robes and Or- 
naments for his Coronation there: But he was 


very much miſtaken in his Expectations. And 
indecd having quite altered the Plan he had 
formed before he left Sweden, and projecting 


Deſigus too vaſt for Execution, it is no great 
wonder his Schemes miſcarried. He re- 


pented too late his having left Pruſſia, and 
turned his Forces towards Cracow, perceiving 


that as long as he continued in Pruſſia he 
had it in his Power to preſcribe Laws to the 


Polanders 


45 


Polanders and to manage them as he plca- 
ſed, which Advantage he Joſt by purſuing 
his new Schemes. Beſides endeavouring to 


| carry his Point rather by Impetuoſity than 


E by Prudence and Conduct, it was natural 
to expect his ill concerted Deſigns ſhould 
| fail. FVP 

Io carry on this unfortunate War, he was 
obliged to borrow ſeven hundred thouſand 
Crowns, which Sum being ſoon exhauſted, 


be found himſelf unable to ſupport it any 


longer. He had no Ally able to aſſiſt him 
with Men and Money but Cromwel, on whom 
he ſolely relied; but how could he reaſonably 

depend for Help upon a Man whote whole 
Thoughts were bent upon eſtabliſhing his new 


FF gotten Authority partly by Force and partly 


by Artifice, and who looked upon himſelf as 
little or not at all concerned in the Succels of 
the Swediſh Arms? He was upon ill Terms 
with the Dutch, whom he had diſobliged at 
the Beginning of the War by exacting Duties 
from them near Dautgic. He had likewiſe 
offended the Ryfſrans in taking Lithuania un- 
der his Protection, great part whereof they 
had ſubdued. He would not apply to the 
French, either through Highneſs of Spirit, or 
for fear of being dilappointed, becauſe he 
knew they could not heartily favour a War ſo 
oppoſite to their Intereſts. The Emperor 
was ſet upon defeating the Meaſures of the 
Swedes, at whoſe Neighbourhood he began 
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AL. 
to take Umbrage. All the Roman Catholicks 


were animated againſt him by a Zeal for their 


Religion, imagining its Deſtruction to be at 
the Bottom of the Swediſh Deſigns. The E- 


lector of Brandenburg was in immediate Dan- 
ger from the Swediſh Arms: As for the King 
of Denmark, Charles Guſfauns had marked 


out him as one, who was to bring up the Rear 
of his Triumph, and to crown his other Suc- 


ceſſes with the Surrender of his Kingdom. 
And though upon the whole the Powers of 
Europe ſhewed but little Diſpoſition to come 
into his Schemes and aſſiſt him, yet on his ſide © 
he carried it very haughtily with the whole 

World. Theſe and ſeveral other Conſidera- 

tions of the like nature laid together, forebo- 


ded infallibly a fatal Iſſue of this War, and 


 Schlippenbach had good reaſon to ſay, that the 
bare Catalogue of all the Faults committed in 


the Courle of it againſt rhe Rules of Prudence, 


would fill a large Volume. It is certain, that 


had the Daxes reſtrained a little their prepoſte- 


rous Zeal in taking up Arms before it was 


time, Charles Guſtavus muſt have periſhed in 
Poland with his whole Army, which was 


_ waſting every Day. He had indeed the un- 
expected good Fortune to make an advanta- 
geous Peace with Denmark, yet he had till. 


many Enemies left upon his Hands, with whom 


he neither could come to honourable Terms, nor 
yet carry on the War againſt them with any 
Proſpect of Credit: So that in appearance 


there 


27-1 
chere was no other Way for him to get off but 
by breaking the Treaty newly made with 
Denmark, and by intrenching-himlſelf in theſe 
Iſlands, and defending himſelf there the beſt 
he could. Bur this was a deſperate Artempr, 
and he could not in all Probability have main- 


tained himſelf long in thoſe Poſts, but would 
ſoon have been obliged after a conſiderable 
L oſs to give over his Deſigns. = 
In the midft of theſe Perplexities he was 


ſeized with a violent Illneis, which brought 


him to the Grave. Whereupon the Guardians 
of his Son found means to put a Period to 
this fatal War by the ſupport of France, who 
at laſt interpoſed being unwilling to fit uncon- 
cerned Spectators of the Ruin of their ancient 
Friends and Allies, for whoſe Aſſiſtance they = 


might have Occaſion one time or other. 
The untimely Death of this Prince was mat- 


| ter of unſpeakable Grief to the greater part of 
the Nobility of Sweden, who had entertained 


great Hopes, that after the Peace he would 
reſtore good Order in the Government and 


rule the Kingdom with his wonted Prudence 


and Moderation, by which good Regulation 


no manner of Pretence would be left to his 
Succeſſors for attempting ſuch Alterations as 
they were then afraid of, and which actually 


happened in the following times. And to do 


him Juſtice, he very well underſtood his true 
Intereſt, and promoted it to the utmoſt of his 


Power. It is likewiſe true, that he was ſnatch- 
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ed away from them at a time, when all Eu- 
rope ſeemed to have conſpired the Deſtruction 

ofthe who ᷣͤ VV 
Vet as People are commonly differently af- 

_ fected with ſuch Accidents, there is no doubt 
but ſeveral Nobles rejoiced at his Death, fear- 
ing, the King's undaunted Courage, which 
would not yield to Times and Circumſtances, 

might one Day or other expoſe the Kingdom 
to great Danger, whereas now by his lamen- 
table End the univerſal Jealouſy againſt Swe- 
den was extinguiſhed ; the Guardians of the 
young King thinking it no ways diſhonoura- 
ble for them under ſuch Circumſtances to 
drop the yaſt Projects of the late King. There 
was even ground to hope, that Sweden might 
Increaſe both in Wealth and Power during the 
Courſe of ſo long a Minority, and that the 
Royal Family being now reduced to one ſin- 
gle Perſon, it might happen, that the Nobility 
thould at laſt attain their Ends ſo often men- 
tioned: ; „„ 
When they came to regulate the Regency, 
there aroſe a Diſpute about the Will, which 
the King had ordered to be drawn up and had 
ſigned a few Hours before he died. By this 
Will the Queen was declared Guardian in con- 
junction with others , and was to have a 
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* ho thoſe others were, will appear by what the Author 
fays a litile lower, viz, That the Education of the King had 
been entruſted with the five Chief Officers of the Crown, 
who were his Guardians. Theſe five Chief Officers are ſpect- 


fed above, pag. 33. 
e double 
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double Vote in the Adminiſtration of the Re- 
gency. The Duke Adolphus fohn, Brother 


to the late King, was thereby declared High- 
Conſtable, and Herman Flemming High- 


Treaſurer, bur theſe ſeveral Articles were call- 


ed in queſtion by the Senate. Ir muſt be 


owned they were very cautious in diſputing 


the Queens Authority, and Count Schlippen- 


bach among others appeared very warmly in 


her Defence. 


As it was agreed on all hands, that ſhe was 
a ſweet and excellent Princeſs, they foreſaw, 


that by depriving her of a Right, which the 


King had given her to manage the Education 


of her only Son, they ſhould incur the Cen- 


lure of all the World. They likewiſe con- 


ſidered, that the King at the expiration of his 
Minority would the caficr approve all that his 


Guardians ſhould have done in the Courſe of 


their Regency, if every thing were tranſacted 
in the Preſence and with the Conſent of his 
Mother. 1 


As for Herman Flemming, they rejected 


him on Pretence of his frequent Indiſpoſi- 
tions, which had obliged the late King to aſ- 
ſign him Guſtavus Bonde, Preſident of the 
Chamber of Finances, for his Deputy. But the 


true Reaſon why the other Guardians inſiſted 
upon his Excluſion, was the troubleſome and 
intractable Temper of this Man, who had 


nothing more at Heart, than to promote rhe 
Reſumption of the Grants, and to reduce the 
T Nobility 
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Nobility to a State of Miſery. Vet to make 
ſome amends for this Loſs he had the Go- 
vernment of Finland conferred upon him. 
With reſpect to the Duke Adolphus John, 

there aroſe Debates, which were carried on 
with ſo much the greater Warmth, becauſe 
the Affair was of the utmoſt Importance; for 
it is obvious to every Body, how far the 
Power of theſe extends, who are at the Head 
of an Army, and how inviting the Charms of 
a Crown are to one who is not perfectly ex- 
empt from Ambition, if he has the leaſt Pro- 
ſpect of compaſſing it; and there had already 

been Inſtances in Sweden of Uncles, who 

had thought it more convenient to keep the 
Crown to themſelves, than to make Reſtitu- 

tion of it to their Nephews. It ſeemed there- 

fore ſomewhat dangerous to entruſt the Army 
with a Prince, who beſides that it would have 
been eaſy to him to have made away with 
the only Heir of the Crown, would not have 
been without Support, even if he ſhould have 
attempted to place it upon his own Head. 
For the Peaſants in the Aſſembly of the Eſtates 
at Gothemburg, began already to declare 
roundly and without reſerve, that they had 
rather have a Man of full Age, who might be 

able to protect them, to be their King than an 
Infant. Another thing, which they no leſs 
apprehended in the Duke, was the ſtubborn 

Keſtineſs of his Temper , which led him to 
do every thing in a perverſe and prepoſterous 
8 r Mg way 
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way, in fo much that his blunt and boiſte- 
rous Carriage had rendered him the Dread 
and Averfion of all who had to deal with 
him. The late King himſelf who knew his 
Temper perfectly well, was not ar all pleaſed 
with it, and one Day even fell into a violent 
Paſſion with him for having diſobeyed the 
Orders againſt his abandoning his Govern- 
ment of Fruſſia. But it is probable, the King's 
Mind was not free and compoſed enough at 
the time, when he made his Will, duly to 
weigh the Circumſtances of this Affair. 

By the ſame Will Magnus de-la- Gar die 
was continued High- Chancellor of the King- 
dom; although the King had diſapproved of 
his former Conduct, and had rebuked him 1e- 


5 verely for it in the Letters he had written to 


him; but there was one Reaſon, why he pla- 
ced ſo much Conſidence in him rather than 
in any other, which was, that the Count be- 
ing hated by the ancient Families he was there- 
by under an Obligation of applying to the 
Royal Family for Support, which alone was 
able to protect him. 5 

The chief Objection made againſt the Will, 
was, that it had been drawn up without the 
| Knowledge and Conſent of the Eſtates, where- 
as all Regulations of that nature, wherein the 
Government of the Kingdom was concerned, 
were of no Validity without their Approbation, 
Sweden being no Patrimonial Kingdom, bur a 


free one, in Conſequence whereof the Crown 


M . 


1 


was conferred upon CHarles Guſiavus by the 
free Will of the Eſtates. ME eas 


Clandins Rolamb, who was at that time 


the Speaker of the third Claſs of the Noblcs, 


was one of thoſe, who laid the greatcſt ſtreſs 
upon this Argument, being of Opinion, he 
provided thereby for the young King's Secu- 
rity at the ſame time that he aſſerted the 


Rights of the Subjects, and was conſequently 
one of the moſt vigorous Oppoſers of the Duke 
Adolphus ohn, who laboured ro win him to 
his Iutereſt by conſiderable Promiſes. oC} 
The Regency being however at laſt ſettled, 
a Peace concluded with all the Enemies of 
the Kingdom, and the Alliance with France 


renewed, they turned their Thoughts towards 
{ertling the Affairs of Sweden upon a good 


and ſtable Foundation. In order to which 
particular care was taken during the Minority 


of the King to prelerve the Peace and Quiet 


of the Kingdom againſt any Attempts from 


abroad, and to prevent its being again expo- 
{cd ro Dangers; yet to do it in ſuch a man- 


ner, that its Glory might not thereby be lei- 


2 


ſened. As to their Domeſtick Affairs, it can 
not be denied, but ſome who had a hand in 
the Management of the Revenue may have 


made their Advantage of ſuch an Opportuni- 
ty. Bur this is nothing extraordinary, In- 


{ſtances thereof occurring every Day in all 
forts of Government; for notwithſtanding all 

the Precautions a Prince can take to obviatc 
es + ſuch 
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ſuch Embezlements, the Officers will find 


means to defraud the Publick, eſpecially if 


there is a ſecret Underſtanding amongſt them, 
juft as the Servants in a large Family ſeldom 
fail ro befriend one another at the Expence 
_ their Maſters, as often as an Opportunity 
ofters. 


lt muſt be owned likewiſe, that more care 
might have been taken during the peaceable 


State of the Kingdom to pay off the Publick 
Debts, to put the Army upon a better Foot 
and to find out ſufficient Means for their Sub- 
ſiſtance, to repair the Fortifications, to re- 


trench ſuperfluous Expences, and to put in 
Execution a Decree made in 1665. about the 


Reſumption of the alienated Crown. Lands, 
and many things of the like Nature. 


Vet notwithſtanding theſe Miſmanagements 
the Publick Affairs were in a tolerable Condi- 
tion, Trade flouriſhed and Money circulated 
in all Parts of the Kingdom, eſpecially during 


the firſt Years. But afterwards when it ap- 
peared how little Progreſs the King made in 


his Studies and that he applied himſelf to no- 
thing ſerious, they were of Opinion, that he 


was not likely to make an able Prince, and 


conſequently would depend in every thing 


upon the Senate for their Advice and Conſent. 


This was the Reaſon, why that Body grew 


remiſs in the Care of the Publick, and were 


not ſo ſaving of the Revenue, as they might 


haye been: Perſuading themſelves things were 


„ likely 
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likely to fall pretty much into the ſame Train 


as in the time of Queen Chriſtina, and that 


the King when he ſhould come of Age, would 


not take it into his Head to call them to an 
Account for their Adminiſtration during the 
Regency, and fo much the leſs, becaule the 


Queen his Mother had had a ſhare in it. And 
that they might reſt ſtill the more ſecure up- 
on this Head, they had the Precaution about 


_ the Cloſe of the Regency to procure a Vote, 
by which it was declared in expreſs Terms, 

that their Conduct had been ſuch, that they 
could not be ſufficiently commended for it. 


But things in the Event proved contrary to 


their Expectation. For a ſtrict Enquiry was 


made into their paſt Conduct, and they were 


rigorouſly puniſhed for not having taken due 


care of the King's Education. In truth, the 


Inclinations of this Prince had been ſuffered to 


grow up with his Years, without any Body's 
raking due care to cultivate in him ſuch of 


them as were good, although there appeared 


in him a great deal of natural Goodneis; and 
they had been extremely negligent in teach- 
ing kim what he ought ro know, vzz. Both 


his own Rights and thoſe of his Subjects, the 
Temper of thoſe whom he was to govern, 


the Strength and Weakneſs of his Kingdom, 


his own Intereſts and thoſe of his Neighbours, 


and what Advantage or Inconvenicnce he had 


to expect from them. Which things a Prince 
may learn without much Study or Applicati- 


on, 


. 
on, and even attain to ſome Perfection in them 


without underſtanding any Latin, and being 


O 


E well inſtructed in them, he will be ſufficiently 


enabled to diſcharge his Duty, and to promote 
the Welfare of his Subjects. 1 
The Guardians laid the Fault upon each o- 
ther, every one of them pretending to be in- 


nocent of this Neglect. Edmund Grypen- 


hietm, who had been the King's Preceptor al- 


5 ledged for Excuſe on his Part, that the King 


never would apply himſelf to any ſerious Bu- 
ſineſs, that all his Thoughts had been taken 


up with Riding, Fencing, Shooting and Ga- 
ming; that he never had ſhewn any reliſh for 


Reading or for the Latin Tongue; that he 
eat too plentifully at Breakfaſts, and had 
more Fleſh allowed him at Dinners, than ſuit- 


ed with his Age and hot Conſtitution ; which 


made him drowſy as foon as he fat down to 
Buſineſs, and tired and uneaſy whenever the 

began to diſcourſe to him upon uſeful Subjects. 
But the truth was, this Man had not the ne- 


cCeſſary Skill to make the young Prince reliſh | 


his Leſſons, and beſtowed beſides more care 


upon building his Country Houle and cultiva- 


ting his Garden, than upon inſtructing his 
Pupil ; not taking ſufficient pains to fix that 
fiery and volatile Temper. The King himſelf 
uſed often to ſay, his Preceptor never was 
better pleaſed than when he had Leave to go 


into the Country, to fee how his Building 


went on, which was his chief Care; and as to 


the 
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the reſt, he minded bur little, whether the 


King learned any thing or not : He cycn was 
defirous that rhe King might continue in Ig- 


norance, hoping thereby to become neceſſary. 


ro him in following Times, and always to 
have a free Accels to his Perſon, _ _ 

But Grypenhielm was not the only one, 
to whom the ill Education of the King ought. 
to be imputed ; for the Inſtructions, which 
were given to ſerve him for a Rule in the Di- 


rection of the King's Studies, were a very 


ill contrived Plan, though drawn up by 


Matthew Biceruclo, a learned and prudent 


Man. It required the King's applying himſelf 


to too many Things, in ſo much that had he 


learned all they would have him know, he 
had been more proper to ſet up for Profeſſor 
Extraordinary in the Univerſity of *Up/2/, 


than to diſcharge the Duty of a King; wherc- 
as they ought rather to have inſtilled into his 


Mind ſuch Principles as might have been of 


Service to him towards ſupporting the Weight 


and Digoity of a Sovereign. No doubt, it is 
very laudable in young Princes to have a Tin- 


cture of ſeveral other Sciences, but they have 
not Opportunities to ſpend much time in 
them, beſides that every Genius does not taſte 
equal Pleaſure in ſuch Amuſements; and up- 


on the whole, a Prince may very well be ig- 


norant of them, and yet for all that deſerve 


the Titles of Good and Illuſtrious. 


I re- 


„ 
I remember in the Year 1670. when I asked 
M. Grypenhielm, what hopes he entertained 
of the young King, he anſwered, that thoſe 
who perſuaded themſelves he wanted Parts, 


were much miſtaken. It is reported, that 


this Preceptor inculcated into the King chicf- 
ly theſe two Principles: To diſſemble his 
Mind, and to perſiſt in his Reſolutions ; 
which are Maxims, whereof the former is apt 
to degencrate into ſomething very bad, unless 
practiſed with great Moderation, and as to 
rhe other, ir may prove extremely pernicious, 
if one docs not beforchand maturely examine, 
comprehend and digeſt the Sentiments, which 
one adopts. As for his Morals, Grypenhielm 
contented himfelf with directing him to fay 
his Prayers twice a Day, and to ſhew him- 


elf affectionate and dutiful to his Mother, 


which no doubt are very commendable things, 
but I am much miſtaken if all the Duties a 
Prince owes to God, are comprized in theſe 
two Precepts. 3 5 

All this laid together, it muſt be owned, 
that the Preceptor failed very much in his 
Duty; for even ſuppoſing it to be true, that 
notwithſtanding all the Pains he took, he 
could do no good with his Pupil, he ought 
to have juſtified himſelf by writing to the Se- 


nate, and to have made it evident, that it 


was not his Fault he did not ſucceed. 
Again, every Body was ſurprized, that 
they ſhould appoint ( Hriſtian Horn the young 
: Kings 
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King's Governor, who was indeed upon the 
whole no ill Man; but neither was he endow- 
ed with many extraordinary Qualifications, 
that could render him fit for ſuch an Employ- 
ment, except hard drinking can be reckoned 
one, in which it muſt be owned, he excelled; an 
Accompliſhment, which in my Opinion ought 
to have been no great Recommendation towards 
his obtaining that Function. There was no other 
Reaſon for pitching upon him preferably to any 
other, bur the Affection the Qucen bore him 
at that time. And though Magnus de-la- 
Car die was well acquainted with theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, yet when they were conſulting 
in the Senate what Governor to place about 
the King's Perſon, he did not ſcruple to deli- 
vcr it at his Opinion, that this Matter ought 
to be left to the Queen's Choice, the being the 
moſt nearly concerned in it; but when ſhe 
declared for Horn, the Senators were equally _ 
ff 8 
For a further Proof, how ill the Guardians 
acquitted themſelves of their Charge about 
the King's Education, I muſt take notice that 
it was commonly reported, they had inſinua. 
ted to the Preceptor, it would ſuffice if he 
formed the Young Prince to Piety and Reli- 
gion, that is, if he taught him to ſay his Pray- 
ers kneeling, to go to Church and hear Ser- 
mons, to get the Catechiſm by heart, and to 

read now and then a Chapter of the Scripture; 
that as for other things, it mattered but little, 
whether 


- BE ” 
whether he knew them or not: Vet it is cer- 
rain an ignorant Man of a blind and implicit 
Picty may eaſily be miſled and drawn into all 
the Snares of cunning and deſigning Perſons. 

1 think it not foreign to my Purpoſe to 

mention in this Place, that one Day the Senate 
deputed Claudius Fok, and Matthew Bioern- 
clo to enquire what Progreſs the King had 
made in his Studics, who after two Hours 
Abſence returned ro the Aſſembly enlar- 
ged with great Elogies upon the Succeis of 
his Education, and congratulated the Quecn 
upon that Account, who appeared ſenſibly 
„ EEE EE, SR” 

But the Aſſembly being broken up, Bi- 
vernclo whiſpered to Henry Hoghuſen Secre- 
tary of State, that it was a melancholy thing 
to ſee how little the King had improved, nor 
did he know how Gryperiiet could anſwer 

it. I my ſelf asked a certain Member of the 
I Senate one Day, how he had been able to 
I keep Silence in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence, 
and was anſwered that the Senate was not 
to be blamed for it; that the Education of the 
King had been entruſted with the five Chief 
Officers of the Crown who were his Guar- 
dians, and that if any of the Senators ſhould 
preſume to ſpeak their Mind about it, they 


were ſure to meet with ſuch Ulage as People 
I generally do, who meddle with things Which 
do not belong to them, Yet for all that 


ſome of che Senate, particularly . 


1 
he, Claudius Rolamb, and Cauut Kurck drew 
up. a Proteſtation againſt the Careleſneſs of 
thoſe who were charged with the Education 
of the King; but before they could deliver it, 
ſome of them were ſent out of Town upon 
other Affairs, and no body minding it after- 
wards, that matter was dropt. 

Some laid the Fault chiefly upon the Queen 
who thought ſhe acquitted herſelf of her Duty 
towards her Son by looking to his Food and 
Cloathing; whereas the Care beſtowed on | 
Children of this Rank can never have the in- 
tended Effect, unleſs the Parents will in ſome 
meaſure ſhare the pains of thoſe to whole carc 
they commit them. The Reaſon is, the lat- 

ter are ſometimes obliged to reprimand them 
with ſeverity, and even to chaſtiſe them: Vet 
a Subject has neither ſufficient Authority nor 
Aſſurance to do ſuch a thing to his Sovereign, 
for fear he ſhould carry it in his mind and 
reſent it one time or other, either led by his 
own Diſpoſition and a revengeful Temper, or 
inſtigated by Flatterers or ſuch whoſe Envy and 
Ambition prompt them to do others an ill turn. 
Others ſaid in defence of the Queen, that 
ſne being a Woman and young, it was not to 
be wondered at if ſhe were ignorant of the 
Rules and Maxims of a Princely Education; 
that ſhe had left this care to thoſe whom it 
moſt immediately concerned; that as for her, 
ſhe carried her Wiſhes no farther, than to ſec 
her only Son live and thrive, in order to his 
35355 attain- 
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attaining to the Scepter one Day; nor would 
her Maternal Fondneſs and Affection permit 
her to give him fo much as an unkind Look: 


But Magnus de- la- Gardie laid the whole Blame 


upon her, ſaying, that he having one Day in 
the Queen's preſence ſpoken in lively Terms 


againſt the Careleſneſs uſed in an Affair of ſuch 


Importance, ſhe had ſhewn herſelf diſpleaſed 
with him for a whole Week together; being 


uſed to ſay now and then, That her Brothers 


had learned nothing, and yet were good 
8 . . 

But whoſoever may have been the moſt 
guilty, (and poſſibly they all had their Share) 
it is certain, the good Diſpoſitions of that Prince 
were not duly cultivared, neither was he in- 


ſtructed in what was neceſſary for him to 


know, in order to govern ſo great a Nation, 


He was fo ill bred, that he was not capable 


to entertain Diſcourſe with Strangers, even 


upon ſuch things as make the Subject of com- 


mon Converſation ; and though at that time it 
was requiſite in all Courts, as well as it is now, 
to know the French Tongue, yet he had ne- 
ver learned that Language, and conſequently 


could not have the leaſt latercourle with Am- 


baſſadors who could not ſpeak the High. 
Dutch. They had indeed given him for a 
French Maſter one Gaertner by Name, out of 


that part of Germany called Voigtlaud; bur 
' beſides, that this was the moſt impertinent 
Choice they could haye made, this Fellow 


N2 was 
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was the Jeſt of the whole Court, and never | 
was permitted to come near the King. — 
The natural Conſequence of all this was, 

that the King who had an Averſion to all 
Study, minding nothing but his Pleaſures, and 
being addicted to the moſt violent Exerciſes, 
was ſurrounded nor only by ill bred young 
People, whom it had been better to have for- 
bid his Preſence; bur likewiſe by Perſons of 
Age, who ſtriking in with his Humour endea- 
voured to inſinuate themſelves into his Fa- 
vour : Of this Number were Martin Reuter- 
crantz, who taught him to ride the great 
Horſe, Woldemar Wrangel, Fohu Moerner, | 
the three Brothers Adam, Fohn, and Axel 
Wachmeiſter, and ſeveral others of the ſame | 
ſtamp This Set of Men endeavoured to in- 
ſpire the King with Hatred againſt the Senators, 
and to render them ſuſpected by intimating to 
him, that they took too much Authority up- 
on them and intrenched upon his Preroga- 
tive. Such Inſinuations had ſoon the deſign- 
ed Effect, the King began to hate the Sena- 
tors, and was vexed to hear them called 
Granudees, or ſtyling themſelves thus. He | 
would complain, that they looked upon him 
with Haughtineſs and almoſt with Contempt, 
calling him in his Preſence Boy or Gofa, a 
Name they give in Sweden to Children of the 
common People. The Chief Suggeſtion of 
theſe Whiſperers was, that the Senate embezled 
and miſapplied the publick Money; and to 
38 e 7 make 
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make this appear more probable to the King, 
when they were with him in the Country, they 


made him obſerve the magnificent Seats of thoſe 
Grandees; never failing to add, that though 


he was a King, he had none equal to them. 
To ſatisfy ſuch as may be curious to know 
the Reaſon why theſe Men were ſo incenſed a- 
gainſt the Senate, Iwill impart what I know 
of the matter: Rentercrants envied the an- 


cient Nobility, as it is common with thoſe 
who from a mean Extraction ſuddenly riſe up 


to great Fortune. MWolaemas fi rangel was 
one of ſuch a malicious and perverſe Turn of 
Mind, that his ſovereign Delight conſiſted in 
doing Miſchief, in ſetting People together by 


the Ears, and in abuſing all Mankind. The 
three Wachmeiſiers were a haughty, raſh 
and malicious Set of Men, who imagined the 
Senate did not pay them all rhe Reſpect they 
had a Right to, and thought the ſureſt Way to 


raiſe rhemſelyes, was to bring down thoſe who 
ſurpaſſed them in Rank and Merit. 


But if the Senate and Nobility were on one 


ſide expoſed to Attacks from without, they 


did by their inward Diviſion contribute yet 


more towards drawing upon themſelves that 
rigorous Chaſtiſement which they experien- 
ced ſoon after, and of which I ſhall ſpeak in its 
proper Place. For theſe two Bodies, by throw- 


ing Scandal and Reproach on each other, very 
much diminiſhed their own Authority and 


furniſhed their Adverſaries with Arms to their 
own undoing. 


This 


r 


e 

This Animoſity between theſe two Bodies 
was the Reverie of what had been obſerved 
during the Minority of Chriſtina, at which 
time every thing was perſormed with incredi- 
ble Unanimity, excepting only ſome ſecret 
Jealouſies between particular Perſons, which 
is a thing almoſt inevitable in all Societies. 


Two things chiefly gave Birth to theſe Diſor- 
ders: Firſt, that the Guardians pretended to 


adminiſter the Regency with the ſame Autho- 
rity as in Queen Chriſtina's time, which the 
reſt of the Senators oppoſed, aſſerting their 


Right to have a Share in every thing that re- 


lated to the Government; nor would they 
ſuffer the Guardians to diſpoſe of any Place 
without the concurrence of the Senate. The 
ſecond was, that the Counts pretended a cer- 
tain Pre-eminence above the reſt of theſe two 
Bodies, who taking offence at this Arrogance, 
conceived an implacable Hatred againſt them. 
Ir appears, that in former Ages the Power 
of the Counts in Sweden was very great and 
almoſt equal to that of Vice-Roys elſewhere, 
it belonging to them to collect the Subſidies 
in the Provinces. But this Dignity becoming 
afterwards extinct, the Title of it was revived 
in the times of Eic XIV, but without giving 
the Counts any particular Privilege above o- 
ther Nobles, except the firſt Rank in the 
Houſe of Nobles or Equeſtrian Chamber, 
as they call it; though it muſt be owned, that 
a few among them enjoyed a ſort of limited 
Juriſdiction in their reſpectiye Counties. 


os Howe- 
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However theſe Counts took much Pride in 
this Title, and looking upon other Nobles as 
far below them, uſed them with a great deal 
of Inſolence: For inſtance, when they admit- 
ted Guſtavus Bonde who was but a Baron, a- 
mong the five Chief Officers of the Crown 


as High Treaſurer, they expected he ſhould 
take it as a very extraordinary Favour. The 


young Count Douglas filled with the: ſame 
Spirit of Haughtineſs, preſumed to challenge 


S$:mon Helmfeld, a General in the Army and 


Governor of the Province of [ngrza, for ha- 
ving taken place of him in a Funeral Proceſſi- 


on: But he met with a ſmart Rebuke, for 


Helmfeld told thoſe who came to deliver him 


the Challenge in the Count's Name, That they 


ought to take care to keep that Child in bet- 


ter Order; that as for himſelf, he had fought 


the Enemies of his Country in ſo many Bat- 


tels, that his Hands were grown callous with 


| handling the Sword and had left off itching. 


The Daughters of Counts even pretended to 


be ſtyled Ladies, whereas thoſe of Barons 
were to take up with the Denomination of 


 Mifreſes. 


Vet theſe Pretenſions were not without 


ſome Ground, and there were ſeveral Counts, 


who had ia all reſpects a Right to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt of the Nobles. 
For inſtance, the Family of Brahe had 
been always juſtly eſteemed one of the 
firſt of the Kingdom, and was allied to that of 
King 
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King Guſtavus. Peter Brahe the moſt an- 
cient Count of Sweder, had the firſt Place in 
the Houle of Nobles, enjoyed the firſt Poſt in 
the Government, and was reputed the richeſt 


Man of the Kingdom. Charles Guſtavus 


 Wrangel High Conſtable, valued himſelf ex- 
tremely upon the Reputation he had acquired 
in War, and the Authority which the Com- 
mand of ſixty thouſand Men gave him, which 
he looked upon to be ſo conſiderable, that he 
would not give place even to ſome of the 
Princes of Germany. Beſides that, he was 
extremely rich and lived with great Splendor. 
Guſtavus Otto Steenbock was endowed with 
ſingular Modeſty, which ſerved as a Foil to his 
| glorious Exploits and made them ſhine with 
greater Luſtre. He had married Chriſtina de- 
la. Gardie, who brought him a great Fortune. 
Magnus Gabriel de-la-Gardie was enriched 
with every Accompliſhment that can render a 
Man conſiderable in the World. He was de- 
ſcended of Illuſtrious Anceſtors, poſſeſſed of 
a very plentiful Eſtate, had excellent Qualifi- 
| cations both of Body and Mind, and had 
married a Lady allied to the Royal Family. 
Nothing could be more magnificent than 
his Table and Train, all which had ſo puffed 
him up, that he thought it beneath him to viſit 
| even his own Brothers at their own. Houſes. 
As for the other Counts, thoſe of the Fa- 
mily of Lewenhaupt made it their Boaſt, that 
they were zclated to the Family of King Gu/- 
ES tavus 
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favus: The Oxenſtierns valued themſelves 
upon the Merit of the High Chancellor, to 
whom Sweden owes the greater part of its 


Glory. The reſt of them had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in the chief Military Employments 
and gained thereby great Reputation aud 


Wealth: Such were Guffavns Horn, Laurence 


Kagge, Tott, Baner, Torſtenſon, Koenigs- 


mark, Wittenberg, Douglas, Lillie, 

But the Jealouſy and Hatred that was level- 
led againſt the Counts in general, fell more 
particularly upon Magnus de-12-Gardze, whole 
Family was looked upon with an evil Eye by 
the ancient Nobles, becauſe being bur lately 
removed out of Frauce into Sweden, it had 


raiſed itſelf there to ſuch a Height of Fortune, 


as to attract the Envy of the Native Families, 


who uſually grieve to obſerve Foreigners proſ- 
per amongſt them. Ir galled them to ſee the 


Wealth, Authority and extraordinary Merit 


of the Count, who having a Right in virtue 


of his Chancellorſhip to interpoſe in almoſt 
every publick Affair, and eſpecially in all 
Tranſactions with Foreign Miniſters; and be- 
ing beſides of a ready Wit and very eloquent, 
found it no difficult matter to carry his own 
Sentiments againſt thoſe who oppoſed him, 
which gave fome Occaſion to ſuſpect that he 
deſigned to engroſs the whole Management 
of Affairs to himſelf, and to raiſe his own 
Authority far beyond thar of the other Sena- 
tors. To ward off which Blow, ſome of thein 
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entered into a Combination to oppoſe him in 
every thing. This Plot manifeſted itſelf at a 
time,when the Senate entered upon the Delibe- 
ration about an Alliance propoled with France. 
Count de. Gardie, who had cauled the Ar- 
ticles of the Treaty to be drawn up in his Of— 
fice. ordered them to be read in the Scnate, 
not queſtioning but the Senators would unani- 
mouſly have agreed to them. But Sten Biel. 
ke, Cauut Kurck, Claudius Rolamb, Matthew 
Broernclo and John Gyldenſizern oppoſed 
the Treaty, and deſired to be better informed 
of the Reaſons which made that Alliance ad- 
viſable. Upon this the Count let fall ſome 
hard Expreſſions, but was anſwered in the 
{ame Strain. Among others John Gylden- 
ſlieru gave upon this Occaſion a full vent to 
his Paſſion, which was animated by a violent 
Defire as well ro acquire Authority, as to 
iatisfy a Grudge he bore long ago to the Count, 
Which was occaſioned as follows: 5 
Hedwig Steenboc Daughter to the Count 
of that Name, being declared one of the Maids 
of Honour to the Queen, claimed the Prece- 
dency before Ingeburgh, Gyldenſtiern's Siſter, 
though the latter was eldeſt, and had already 
been at Court for ſeveral Years. This Diſpute 
| was brought before the Guardians, who in 
order to do Service to one belonging to their 
_ own Body, prevailed with the Qucen to 
determine in favour of Hedwig Steenbock. 
Gldenſtieru's Siſter immediately reſigned 
NEE" 
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her Place and left the Court at the Inſtance 
of John and George her Brothers, the for- 
mer {wearing he would be revenged of the 
whole Order of the Counts for this Affront 
though at the Peril of his Life. 

The Reaſon why Bioerucli joyned with 
the Meaſures of this Cabal, though he was a 


Dependant and Retainer. to the Family of 


de-la-Gardte, and had formerly been Gover- 


nor to the Count, was, that the latter revard- 
ed him as a Domeſtick and treated him with 
Contempt as a Man of a mean Extraction, he 

being but a Miller's Son; but Bieruclo being 


now promoted to the Dignity of a Senator, 


could not digeſt the imperious Behaviour of the 

Count, and. laid hold of the preſent Oppor- 

tunity to take his Rey cnge upon him. 
never could find any particular Reaſons 


that induced the reſt of the Cabal to engage in 


theſe Meaſures, and I am apt to believe, they 
had nothing in view but the publick Good, 
and acted herein to the beſt of their Under- 
ſtanding. They were apprehenſive this Alli— 


ance might prove prejudicial ro the Repoſe or 


the Kingdom and involye it in a Colette 
War; they thought it therefore better to re- 


main quiet, till they could ſee what Courſe the 


Affairs of Europe would 55 and in the 


mean while to order things ſo, that they might 
afterwards cloſe with har Side which they 


ſhould find moſt convenient. But % la- Gar- 


ie on the other hand repreſented, that it was 
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vot for the Intereſt of Sweden to fit idle Spe- 


cClators, when the Houſe of Auſtria and 


France were at War together, and if they 
were to declare for one Party, they could 
better depend upon France for Supports than 
on the former: And he judged right in this Par- 
ticular, for the Princes of the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria thewed but little Inclination and Confi- 
dence towards Sweden, even after that Baſſe- 
rode the Emperor's Enyoy at Stockholm, had 


concluded a Treaty of Alliance with Sweder; |} 


for the Emperor refuſed to ratify it, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Efforts of Eſaias Pufendorf 
the Swediſh Envoy at Vienna, who laboured 
with all his Might to perſuade him to it. 
From whence it is evident, that the Houle 
of Auſtria was firmly perſuaded, that their 
Intereſt and that of Sweden were incompa- 
_ rible. tort; V 
The very ſame Queſtion was brought upon 
the Anvil again in the following times when 
Charles Xl. had taken the Government upon 
himſelf. They were then deliberating whether 
they ſhould make War againſt the Elector of 
Brandenburg. The Alliance made with 
Frauce imported, that in caſe any of the 
Princes in Germany ſhould concern himſelf 
with the War in the Low- Countries, and 
could not be perſuaded by fair Means and Ar- 
guments to deſiſt, he ſhould be attacked by |} 
the Arms of Sweden. The Queſtion, there- 
1 fore 
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fore was, whether the Caſe deſigned by that 
Treaty exiſted or not. Peter Brahe, Benedict 
Horn, Guſtauus Bauer and ſeveral others 
maintained the Affirmative; Sten Bielle, Ra- 
lamb, Kurck, John and George Gyldenſtiern 
and ſome others ſtood for the Negative: But 
the former carried it by a Majority of Voices 
and the King's joyning with them. Beſides 
they had already accepred of two hundred 
thouſand Crowns which Fenqureres the French 
Ambaſſador had offered, and fo they could 
not decline putting the finiſhing hand to the 
Treaty. TY JC 
If we examine into the Motives which in- 
duced the Count 4% la Gardie and his Party, 
to be for an Alliance with Frauce and a War 
againſt the Elector of Brandenvurg, we ſhall 
find Reaſon to believe, that beſides the Con- 
ſiderations they alledged, their ſecret View 
was to entangle the King in a tedious War, 
which would neceſſitate him to apply to the 
ancient Senators for Advice, and would di- 
vert him' from the Thoughts of enquiring in- 
to their Adminiſtration. Conſidering likewiſe 
how obſtinately that Prince uſed to adhere to 
what he was once cngaged in, they were of 


Opinion he might poflibly reſolve to leave 


the Kingdom, in order to carry on the War 
abroad with greater Vigour, by which means 
the Government would of courle fall into their 
Hands; neither did they think it impoſſible, 
but that ſome fatal Accident might prevent his 
| Ek ever 
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ever returning to Sweden, which would give 
way for the Inter- regnum o long deſired. 

But as this War was attended with an un— 
happy Iſſue, the heavy Debts of the Crown 
encreaſing ſtill more and more; the Senate and 
Nobility ought to have conſidered, that they 
might in all Appearance one Day or other pay 
dear for a Misfortune which could have 
been avoided, had it not been for their drawv- 
ing the Kingdom into this War without abſo. 

lute Neceſſity. | 
While thele Diviſions diſtracted the Stride, 
the time drew on when the King was to take 
the Government upon himſelf, at which Jun- 
_ Eire both Parties uſed their utmoſt Endea- 
vours to ingratiate themſelves with him, and 
to blacken their Adverſaries, each Faction a- 
ſcribing to themſelves the Merit of the King's 
Counſels and Actions, and blaming the Con- 
duct of the others, who had oppoſed him 
therein. The King ſecing they condemned 
each other, and not knowing in favour of 
which Party to determine, was at laſt tired out 
with their Quarrels, and being beſides inſti- 
gated againſt them by their common Ene- 
mies, he entertained no further Eſteem for 
either of them, but reſolved to treat them 
both with the ſame ill Uſage. : 
At this time a new Set of Miniſters began 
to rear their Heads, and to engrols to them- 
ſelves all the Power by ſecret Steps; for though 


the Senate ſtill ſubſiſted, yet the King would 
not 


a „ 
not have all Affairs laid before them, but made 
the greater part be determined in the Cabinet. 


The Perſons he had named to aſſiſt at theſe 
private Conſultations were: Grypenhzelm, 


newly promoted to the Dignity of Baron and 
Senator, Francis quel Oeruſted, Henry Hog- 
huſen and Eric Lindenſehild. The firſt be- 


ing as it were the Director, the ſecond ha- 
ving the Ge#man Afairs for his Province, the 


third the Care of Foreign, and the laſt that 


of Domeſtick Affairs. 


_ Grypeniielm had neither Senfe enough nor 


the neceſſary Application and Vigilance to 
maintain himſelf long in ſo important a Poſt 


as that of Chicf Miniſter, and accordingly he 
was ſoon worked out by Lindenſthild, to 


whom he had procured a free acceſs to the 
King's Perſon, deſigning to eaſe himſelf by 
his Aſſiſtance, when he ſhould be overcharged 
- with Bannels. 9 
DODeruſted had been Secretary of State, in 
which Station he had a great while managed 
the German Affairs, and had conſequently at- 
rained thereby to a tolerable Inſight into Mat- 
ters relating to them. He was lo able a Cour- 
tier, as never to give the King any Advice 


but what he knew ro be ſuitable to his Hu- 


mour, never venturing to propoſe to him any 
thing, but what was agrecabl-, minding pub- 
lick Affairs no further than he was certain 
they would help to promote his private ones. 
Which Conduct made him and Vatrang, the 
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Phyſician of the Court, who was of the ſame 
Humour, be looked upon as the moſt cauti- 
ous and timorous Men living. 

 Hoghuſen never failed ro write down any 
thing that was dictated to him, without ſtart- 
ing the leaſt Difficulty or alledging the Rea- 
ſons which might be offer'd againſt it, per- 
ſiuading himſelf it was better to beſtow his 
ſpare Hours upon the grand Affair of hard 


TT Drinking. 


But I muſt endeavour to be more particular 
in tracing out the Lines of Lindenſchild's Pi- 
cture, he having been one of the chief Actors 
In that Scene, which was ſoon after brought 

upon the Stage. It was as much as he could 
do, to gain a Livelihood by teaching Children 
at that time when he had the good Fortune 


do be recommended to Gſtavus Carlſon, a 
Natural Son of King Charles Guſtavus, to at- 


rend him in his Travels, which afforded him 
an opportunity to improve himlelf in Po- 


_  litical Studies. He was not without fome 


Learning and might very well paſs for a good 
Scholar in Sweden according to their Way 
and Eſtimation oi Learning. His Talent even 
lay towards Poetry. Though he was not a 
Man of any great Depth, yer he was able to 
maintain by plauſible Arguments a Senciment 
he had once eſpouſed, | 355 
The Book which he eſteemed moſt, was the 
Argenis of Barclay, which ſerved him for a 
Model in Politicks, and by inſpiring him og 
: 5 a love 


. 
a love for Arbitrary Power, had made him 
likewiſe acquainted with the Maxims proper for 
maintaining it. He could lay it almoſt all by 
Heart, and had either himſelf tranſlated or 


cauſed to be tranſlated into Swediſh ſome 


Chapters, which contained Propoſitions the 
moſt for his Purpoſe, in order to read them to 


the King, to whom he recommended them 
very much. He was of a found Judgment, 


of a quick Apprehenſion, and expreſſed his 
Thoughts in writing with great facility ; he 
was indefatigable and always in good Hu- 
mour. He knew ſo dextcroufly to ac- 
commodare himſelf ro the King's Humour, 


that there was no Body who had ſuch an Aſ- 


cendent over him, as he had. Nor was he 


leſs able to inſinuate himſelf into other Peo- 
ple's Affection. He was never fo taken up 
with Affairs, or tired with the Crowd of thoſe 


who applied to him, but that he gave every 
body a kind Reception, and was even dil- 
| poſed to do them Service; fo that ſeveral ob- 
tained the moſt important Favours by his In- 


terpoſition. Though he ſometimes accepted 


of conſiderable Preſents from ſuch as he had 
befriended, yet he was not reputed to be of a 
covetous Temper ; for he would not take Pre- 


ſents promiſcuouſly from every one he had 
obliged, beſides what he amaſſed with one 


Hand, he as liberally laid gut wich the other. 
He kept a ſplendid Table, but was guilty of 
a great Weakneſs in building magnificent 
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Houſes and making fine Gardens, which Hu- 
mour he carried ſo far, that at his Death he 
left his Family in place of a vaſt Eſtate no- 
thing beſides the bare Title of Counts, and a 
Succeſſion encumbered with Debts. His dar- 
ling Paſſion had always been to raiſe a great 
Fortune, and he had often been heard to ſay 
in private Diſcourſe : That the ancient Fami- 
lies had held the Precedency long enough, 
that it was now time, that he and others of 
his Rank ſhould raiſe themſclves from their 
low Station to a more eminent Situation. 
And as there was no other way to compaſs 
theſe Ends, but by ruining the ancient Nobi- 
lity, he not only ſhewed an extreme Hatred 
againſt them and the Senate, but alſo laid hold 
on all convenient Opportunities to inſpire the 
King with a violent Averſion to theſe two 
Orders, and with a Deſire to make himſelf ab- 
lolute. Theſe ſeveral Circumſtances laid to- 
gether make it evident, that the ancient No- 
bility had reaſon to look upon Lindenſthild 
as one of the chief Authors of their Ruin. 
_ Grypenltelm not being able to maintain 
himſelf in the Poſt of Chief Miniſter, Magnus 
_ de-la-Gardie, who thought that his Station 
of Chancellor placed him the neareſt within 
reach of it, laboured all he could to fix him- 
ſelf in that Poſt. He was ſufficiently qua- 
lified for ſuchan Employment, had he but been 
of greater Application aud Aſſiduity, and bet- 
ter able to command himſelf in the purſuit of 
55 JF. 


187 


Pleaſure, making it his Buſineſs to keep con- 


ſtantly about the King's Perſon, whoſe Youth 
made the Attendance of his Chief Miniſter 


abſolutely neceſſary. To compaſs his own Ends, 
he made the whole Senate ſuſpected to the 


| King, to make him depend on him alone. But 
his Enemies were at the ſame time no leſs vi- 


gilant in undermining his Credit by giving 
out, that it was by his ill Advice, that the King- 


dom had been engaged in an ill-timed and 


_ unſucceſsful War. It happened in the Af- 
ſembly of rhe Eſtates held at *Up/a/ in the 


Year 1675. that ſome Papers were dropt in 


the Chamber of Nobles, ſetting forth, that 
the King ought to be upon his Guard againſt 
ſome of the Senate, who had ſuch Deſigns as 


were inconſiſtent with the Safety of his Per- 


fon. La. Gardiè thinking he was aimed at in 
_ theſe Papers, fell a railing in the Senate againſt 


thole who were the Authors of them, and 


durſt charge him with ſuch Practices: But 


Rolamb and Kurck ſtood up and ſaid, he 


would do well to talk in a ſofter Strain, for 


if they ſhould be forced to depoſe according 
to their Conſcience, it would appear that the 
Charge contained nothing bur Matter of Fact. 


La- Gardie hercupon threatned them with a 


Proſecution at Law for that Accuſation, but 


they {aid in their Defence, that they were not 


his Accuſers, but only Evidences in Matters 
which they were convinced of; and ſo that 


Affair ſtopt there. But ſome time after, John 
Py: Gyldenſtiern 


(168) 
Gyldenſtiern inſinuated to the King, that theſe 
two Senators were ſo fer upon ruining the 
Count, that they would not have ſtuck even 
at Perjury ; and by that means entirely alic- 
nated the King's Mind from them. It is true 


nevertheleſs, that La Gardi had ſaid in the 


Senate, hey mus? cut off that young Man 


from their Body; and he was alſo uſed to 
ſay: That the Kings of Sueden in their 
younger Tears were like young Lions, with 


which one might play fafely enough, but as 


they grew up, their Claws world grow with 
them, and make dangerous Wounds, _ 


The {ſame two Senators and fome others, 
who were confident that their Conduct du- 


ring the Regency had bcen unexceptionable, 
procured an Order from the Aſſembly of the 
Eſtates for appointing a Committee ro make 
a ſtrict Enquiry into the Management of the 
Revenue during the King's Minority. Their 

Deſign by this was to ruin La Gardie, and to 
raiſe their own Credit by making it appear, 


that they had not touched any of that Mo- 
ney, but on the contrary had oppoſed all 
thoſe who were too laviſh of it. Chriſtopher 


Gyldenſtiern Colonel of the Regiment of 
Guards, and ſeveral others joined with them 


in promoting this Enquiry, taking all Oppor- 
runitics to perſuade the King, that it was evi- 


dent, the Revenue had been ill managed du- 
ring his Minority, ſince in the beginning of 


the War they had been deſtitute of every 
e 


e 
thing; till at laſt they got the Count removed 
from the Management of Affairs, which they 
effected with greater Eaſe becauſe the King 
did not like to have near him a Man of ſo great 
Authority, upon whoſe grave Behaviour he 
looked as a ſilent Reproach of the Irregulari- 
ties in his Diverſions and Conduct, which in- 
deed was much below the Dignity ofa King. 
La- Gardie ſeeing himſelf removed from the 1 
Direction of Affairs, and knowing the King ; 
had no Eſteem but for Soldiers, betook him- 
{elf anew to a Military Life, in hopes to re- 
trieve his Credit, though formerly Charles 
Guſtavus had been but ill ſatisfied with his 
Conduct in the Management of the Livonian 
War. He undertook therefore to defend We- 1 
ſtrogothia and the Country about Bahus a- | 
gainſt the Dares, and indeed the firſt Cam- b 
paign he made in rhe Year 1676, was attend- 
cd with tolerable Succeſs, but upon his De- 
feat next Year near *Udwalde he utterly loſt 
the ſmall Remains of Eſteem, which proba- 
bly the King had {till for him. Upon this he 
fain would have had his Chancellorſhip again, 
but it was in vain. In him the Senate loſt a 
working Head and an eloquent Tongue, for 
_ even the Count's Enemies muſt own, that the 
Authority of the Senate was deprived of its 
| beſt Support in that Leader. „ 
I During the time the King was in the Ar- 
my the Publick Affairs were diſpatched by 
- | the three Secretaries already mentioned, v7S. 
EX 5 . 
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Oernſted, Hoghuſen and Lindenſchild, to the 


laſt of which Fob Reenſthild was joyned as 


Deputy. | | ba, 
It is natural to think that the Senators muſt 


needs be highly diſpleaſed with a Manage- 
ment in which they had no Share, beſides it 
vexed them to the Heart to find the King re- 
buke them ſharply, if they had made the leaſt 


Offer to except againſt his Schemes, or to 
make any Repreſentation of which he did 
not approve. They were all ſenſible of this 


Grievance and Jamented it, but not one of 


them knew a Remedy againſt it, till at laſt 


John Gyldenſtiern took upon him to break the 
matter to the King, and attempt the pulling 
down he Council of Senators *, for ſo they 
were called, and to diſpoſe the King to ſup- 
preſs the Cabinet Council allo, and to uſe no 
bother Advice but that of the Senate. „ 
On the other hand Oeruſted and Hoghuſen 
did their utmoſt to hinder Linden/child from 
_ engroſſing to himſelf the whole Management 
of Affairs, which though the Senators were 
very much pleaſed to ſec, yet they were not 
aware that thoſe Men were merely governed 
by their private Intereſt. TL. 


But the Drift of Gy/denſ{:ern's Deſigns was 
of another nature, and aimed at greater Con- 
ſequences than they imagined. He thoughr 


the King was not fit for Government nor e- 


n * 9 „ — 


— 


* Who is meant by this, is explained above pag. 10 2. 
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ver would be; hence this ambitious, turbu- 
lent and malicious Spirit drew this Concluſion, 
that he muſt endeavour to make his Reign as 
ſhort as poſſible, and accordingly give him 
ſuch Counſels as would be moſt proper to 
haſten his End. And fince after the Death of 
Charles XI, no lawful Heir to the Crown 


would have been left“, he hoped to prevail 


with the Eſtates to chuſe a King no more, but 


to conſent to be ruled by the Senate. He 


very well knew that there was no need of 


any Rhetorick to render that Propoſition ac- 


OE RIFT ESRI AER — — . — 
he Author ſeems to contradict what he ſaid above, 
p. So. that the Duke Adolphus John the King's Uncle, had 
ſome Proſpeft of attaining the Crown, but it muſt be remem- 
bred what he ſays imemdiately after, p. 8. viz. that the 
Swedes would not own their Kingdom to be a Patrimonial one, 
but maintained that it was Eleftive, and that the Crown had 


been conferred upon Charles Guſtavus by the free Will of the 


t:ftates. A remarkable Paſſage in Algernoon Sidney's Diſcourſes 
concerning Government, Chap. 3. Sect. 31. may ſerve for a fur- 
ther Explanation of this: Though the Kingdom of Sweden, ſays 
he, be hereditary to Males or Females, and that the Mother 
of Charles Guſtavus was Sitter to the Great Guſtavus Adol- 
phus, yet having married a Stranger without the Conſent of 


the Eſtates, ſhe performed not the Condition upon which 
Women are admitted to the Succeſſion ; and thereby falling 


from her Right, Charles Guſtavus pretended not to any. 
The Act of his Election declares he had none, and gives the 
Crown to him and the Heirs of his Body, with this farther 
Declaration, that the Benefit of his Election ſhould no ways 
extend to his Brother Prince Adolphus John, and it is con- 


feſſe hy all the Swediſh Nation, that if the King now reign- 
ing (Charles XI.) ſhould die without Children, the Eſtates 


would proceed to a new Election. That Author may the 
rather be credited, becauſe he was Cromwell's Ambaſſador to 
the Court of Sweden, and conſequently had an Opportunity 
of being well informed of the Particulas's he alledges. 
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ceptable to the Nobility, but it was neceſſary 
to make it alſo go down with the Burghers 


and the Peaſants, to which end he had fur- 


- niſhed himſelf with proper Arguments to draw 
them into his Scheme, by flattering them with 
Hopes ſuitable to their Inclinations. Accord- 


ingly he deſigned to lay great Streſs upon the 


enormous Expence of Treaſure and Blood la- 


viſhed away merely to ſatisfy the Ambition of 


their Kings, and after this to inſinuate to them 
that the beſt way to free the Kingdom from 


the heavy Yoke of abſolute Power, would be 


the parting its ſole Government into the Hands 
of ſo Illu 
who would be confined to the Laws, and have 


rious a Body as the Senate was, 


nothing more at heart than the Common Good: 


And whereas vaſt Sums of Money were ſpent 
every Year for the Conſervation of the Swediſh 

Provinces in Germany, to no other purpoſe 

than to raiſe the Jealouſy of their Neighbours, 
and to engage the Kingdom in many trou- 
bleſome Affairs; to recommend to them as the 
ſhorteſt and moſt convenient way to free them- 


ſelves from that Incumbrance, to give up thelc 


Countrics, and to unite Norway ro Sweden, 
which could eaſily be done conſidering the 
Conformity of Languages and Manners be- 


tween both Nations; the Norwegians being 
beſides long fince weary of the Daniſh Yoke : 
Thele two Nations thus united would then 
compoſe a particular World in the North ſepa- 


rate from the reſt of rhe Univerſe, where they 


might 
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might live happy and content with their own, 


not caring what paſſed in the other parts of 


the World; nor was it to be feared that any 


foreign Prince would venture to attack them, 
for they could caſily ſet out a ſtrong Fleet, 


which would keep them in awe, and ſoon 
convince them that nothing was to be gained 


there but Blows: Finally the main Concern 


would then be no more how to plague the 
Nation with endleis Taxes, in order to find an 


ambitious Prince in Money to be thrown away 
to no purpoſe ; but on the contrary, how to 
augment and encourage Trade more and more 
every Day, and by that Means make the Na- 
tion rich and flouriſhing. 


For the better carrying on theſe Projects 
he endeavourcd to draw over to his Side ſome 


Senators, particularly Cauut Kurck and 


Claudius Rolamb but they both being well 
acquainted with his tricking and malicious 
Temper, ſuſpected him and gave no Ear to his 
Propoſals. Secing therefore he had opened 


himlelf roo much, and fearing leaſt they might 
reveal his Practicesto the King, if they ſhould 


have Accels to him, he took care to prepol- 
ſeſs his Mind againſt them, and ſucceeded ſo 


well, that the King never had the leaſt notice 


of this Intrigue. 


As ſoon as he had ingratiated himſelf a lit- 
tle with the King, his chief care was to impoſe 
upon Lindenſehild, under pretence of being 


one of his warmeſt Friends; in which Deſign 


2 he 
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he wanted no other Aſſiſtance, but the naru- 


ral turn of his Mind, being perfectly well skil- 


led in making a world of Careſſes to thole he 


hated moſt, and confirming with the moſt 
dreadful Oaths rhe obliging Terms he made 
uſe of, in order to make People believe he 
meant honeſtly. Which made Feuguzeres the 

French Ambaſſador ſay, hat Gyldenſtiern 
was always profeſſing hinaſelf an honeſt Man, 


| but had no other Voucher for it thau the 


— — — 
. * 


By theſe flattering Methods he gained Lin- 
denſchild's Affection to that Degree, that the 


latter heartily labourcd to engratiate him 


with the King, though at the fame time he 


aimed therein at his own Ends, looking upon 


| Gyldenſtiern as a mortal Enemy to Magnus 
 de-la-Gardie, againſt whom the Hatred of 


all the late Upſtarts was levelled. Nor was 


Gyldenſtiern himſelf leſs diligent in promoting 
his own Intereſt. He ſoon found means to 
engroſs the whole Fayour of the King, whole 
' Youth little ſaſpeted the Wiles of this cun- 


ning Man, who had eſtabliſhed it as a 


Rule with himſelf, always to approve and 
praiſe what he knew the King had a fancy 
for, and was indefatigable Night and Day in 


the Diſpatch of the Affairs committed to his 


Care. But what gained him moſt Credit with 
the King, was, that he upon all Occafions and 


in the moſt vielent manner inyeighed againſt 


When 


1 ( 115 ) 
When he had carefully ſtudied the King's 
Temper, and ſaw that on one fide he expoſed 
| Himſelf to all forts of Danger with the urmoſt 
| Bravery, and almoſt without any Circumſpecti- 
on; and that on the other ſide thoſe in whom 
he had ſome Confidence, could perſuade him 
to what they pleaſed, he thought then he had 
Ia ſure Game to play, nor could it mils but that 
1 | Prince muſt come to an untimely End in this 
War, either by his own Impetuoſity or by the 
extravagant Perſuaſions of others; in contribu- 
ting to which he was reſolved not to be be- 
hind-hand with any body. And indeed after 
a little Reflection upon the Management of 
the War in Schonen, where every thing was 


: 
1 
e | foill timed and done after ſuch a Peg erous 
N 
S 


manner, one cannot chuſe but believe they 
deſigned it ſhould miſcarry; at leaſt it is not 
f | caly to be perſuaded, ſuch groſs Faults were 
s committed purely by Imprudence. 
g | To ſer this Aſſertion in a clearer Light, let 
o | us look over the chief Events of that War. 
ſe | The Danes having made an Irruption into 
Schonen in the Year 1676, the King of Swe- 
a | den drew all his Forces together in order to 
d | mect the Enemy. He reviewed his Forces 
y | in Perſon at Lingby a Village in Smaland, and 
in | they were reckoned to be 14000 effective 
is | Men: a Detachment of them conſiſting of 

th | ſome thouſand Men under the Command of 
id Pontus de-la- Gardie and Ebbe Ulfeld, march- 
ſt ed along the Coaſt towards the Province of 
Q 2 Bleckingen, 


i 
Blecbiugen. According to the Maxims of 
War, the Detachment ouglit to have acted in 
concert with the main Body of the Army, that 
they might have entered $chonen at two dit. 
ferent places at once and furprized the Ene- 
my, who would have found themiclves char- 
ged from two Sides. But this was neglected ; 
the Detachment did not come into Schonen till 
after the Battel at Lund had been fought, and 
did nothing more than fatigue theinſelves by 
a long and tireſom March. And further, in- 
ſtead of marching with ſpeed and ſilence to- 
wards the Enemy who were diſperſed up and 
down the Country, and poſting themlclves in 
the middle to hinder their Conjunction, 7h 
Gyldensfiern who managed this Expedition, 
cauſed an Order to be publiſhed from all the 
Pulpits in Sza/and and upon the Frontiers of 
Schonen, enjoyning the Peaſants to furniſh the 
Army with Proviſions and Forage; and though 
to amuſe the Danes, he cauſed the fame Order 
to be revoked next Sunday, yet they had got 
ſufficient Warning to ſtand upon their Guard 
and keep themſelves prepared againſt a ladden 
Attack. Another unaccountable thing was 
his cauſing large Fires to be made in the Night- 
time at Marcarith upon the Frontiers of Scho- 
neu, as if he had intended to warn the Danes, 

that the Swediſh Army was at hand 

After they had entered Schonen, they 
ought in all Rcaſon to have kept to the left 
hand towards Malmoe, to divide the Enemy 

I and 
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and to cut off their Retreat towards Land- 
cron, or otherwile to have brought them to 


| fight while the Swedes were yet freſh. But 


inſtead of this, they turned to their Right to- 
wards Hel/ingburg, on pretence of expect- 


ing a large Booty there, and hindering the 
Danes from paſſing the Orefana, though they 


had a free Communication with Zealand by 


the way of Landscron. While the Swediſh 


Army fetched ſuch a Compals about, the 
Danes had time to recollect themſelves from 
their firſt Surprize and to make head againſt 
them. Thence aroſe another Misfortune which 
went near to ruin the whole Army. They 
were obliged to cncamp near Borſlef a marſhy 
and incommodious Place, where the Mud 


| was fo deep, that it came up to the Hor- 
ſes Bellies, and the Army for the ſpace of 
ten Days, had neither Bread, Salt nor Beer, but 


lived upon Meat almoſt raw, and drank ve- 
ry bad Water, which cauled abundance of 


Diſeaſes, whereof many died. From thence 


the Camp was removed to Harringe ncar a 
River called Nieveliugen in a barren Plain, 


| where the Army lay a whole Month expoſed 


all that time to Cold and Hunger, which car- 


| ried off one part of it, and quite diſabled the 


reſt for Action; whereas the Dancs on the o- 
ther ſide of the River were at their Eaſe, and 
had Plenty of all forts of Proviſion. 
And fo the Swedes found themſelves under 
very bad Circumſtances, being reduced to a 
Neceſſity, 
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Neceſſity, unleſs they would chuſe to hazard 
a Battel, either of ſtaying there and periſhing, 


or returning into 5weder without having done 


any thing. A Council of War being called 


to deliberate, what Reſolution they ſhould 
take, the Generals were unanimouſly for re- 


turning, thinking it no way adviſeable to give 


the Enemy Battel. The Reaſons they went 


upon, were, that Malmoe which the Danes 


beſieged, was not yet brought to any Streights, 


and before it could be, they might have time 


to reinforce the Army; that the Enemy was 


ſuperior to them, and conſequently hazard- 
ing a Battel would be to expoſe the Kingdom 
and the King's Perſon to evident Danger. 


But John Gyldenſizern was by no means 
of that Opinion, and that his own might have 
the greater Force with the King, he had con- 
trived it ſo, that Fohn Wachmeiſter was call- 


ed to the Council, though he was a Sea-Of- 
ficer, and had neyer had any Command at 


Land. This Perſon fell a declaiming upon 


the Diſhonour it would be to the Swediſh 


Nation, if in ſuch a cowardly and baſe man- 


ner they ſhould turn their Backs to the Ene- 


my without daring to engage them. He clo- 
{ed his Speech in a manner, which ſtartled all 
who heard him, ſaying, that though nothing 


iu the World was dearer to him than the 


King's Perſon, yet he had rather carry him 
back dead into his Tent, than fee him re- 
zurn into Sweden with ſo much Diſgrace. 


He 
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He was ſeconded in this by Cyldenſtieru, 
who in order to have the Majority, had cau- 


ſed all the Colonels to come into the Council, 


who did not care to diſapprove the Motion, 


though never ſo raſh and dangerous, for fear 
ol being thought Cowards ; beſides they knew 


that they ſhould not be anſwerable for the un- 
happy Iſſue which might attend it, and upon 
the whole had rather expoſe their Lives than 
ſuffer auy longer the Milery of ſo tedious an 


Encampment. 


As for the King, conſidering his Vouth, 


fiery Temper and undaunted Spirit, there was 
no fear but that this Propoſal would willing- 
ly enough be received by him; for beſides 


that the good Succeſs he had had in the En- 
gagement near Halmſtat, encouraged him to 
try a ſecond, he thought it might be inter- 
preted to his Diſhonour if he retired thus out 


of Schonen. 


A Battel being therefore reſolved upon, juſt 


when the Army began to march, they ſet fire 
to ſome Cottages, as if they deſigned to give 


the Enemy Warning of their coming. Vet 
it ſeemed the Daues did not take notice of it. 


The Army went along the fide of the River, 
which they croſſed at about a League's di- 


ſtance in a place where the Ice was very thick. 
If they had made directly up towards the 
Danes who were not far off, they might 
have fallen upon their Flank before they had 
time to form themſelves in order of Battel, 

5 and 
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and face about; by this Means they had un- 
doubtedly routed them, and entirely cut off 
their Retreat towards Laudecron, which would 
have obliged them to fly towards the Forreſts 
of Schonen. But it ſeemed they ſcorned the 
Victory at fo cheap a rate, and to make them- 
ſelves Difficulties, objected againſt the Banks 
with which the Fields are incloſed in ſome 
pu9 of Schonen, though they are too low to 
hinder an Army in its March, and there were 
the very fame at the Place where the Bartel 
was fought afterwards. Purſuant to this nice- 
_ neſs the Army was obliged ro march all Night 
to reach Lund, which was a Compaſs of two 
Leagues about. The Deſign (or at leaſt the 
_ Refult) of all this, was to give the Enemy 
time to put themſelves in order of Battel, and 

leave them a free Paſſage to retire to Lands- 
cron; whereas on the other ſide the Swedith 
Army left Malmoe expoſed, and had the Sea 
at their Backs; ſo that had the Event proved 
infortunate, few could have eſcaped and reti- 
red to Sweden. It is likewiſe obſervable, that 
the lefr Wing, which brought up the Rear 
and was led by John Gyldenſtiern and his 
two intimate Friends ohn Wachmeiſfter and 
Robert Lichton, had marched ſo ſlowly, that 
at the time when the Right Wing of the E- 
nemy was coming up to them apace, the 
Swedcs had not yet ranged their Companies, 
nor left a due Diſtance between the Regiments, 
which was the Cauſe that the ſaid Wing was 
1 ſoon 
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ſoon broke, and began to fly after having a 
great many of their Men cut off, Vet not- 
withſtanding the ſaid Wing had ſuffered fo 
much, they rallyed near Lund and defended 
themſelyes, till the King who had beaten and 
diſperſed the Enemy's Left Wing, fell upon 


their Right and made the victory compleat. 


As to John Gyldenſtiern, in ſtead of rallying 
his diſordered Troops and animating them to 
renew the Fight, he fled as faſt as he could to 
HMalmoc, and ſhut himſelf up in chat Fore 
en 

If one cxamines narrowly into all theſe 
Circumſtances, it ſeems evident that Errors of 


this nature could not but ſpring from a layed 


Deſign, that the King might fall in the Action. 
And though Divine Providence prevented any 
111 Coniequence, and made all theſe Snares 
ſubſervient to raiſe the King's Glory to a grea- 


ter Pitch, yet Gy/den/{iern would not lay aſide 


his Deſigns, which he carried on ſo cunningly 


that the King never had the leaſt Suſpicion of 


them. Accordingly next Year they would 
have pur the King again upon hazarding ano- 
ther Battel near Laudecrou, without the leaſt 


Neceſſity and notwithſtanding the Situation 


of the Place was very unfit for it, and that 
no great Advantage could be expected from 
it, even if they had got the better. 

Though Gyldenſtiern flattered himſelf all 
this Whiſe with Hopes, that either the Sword 


ol the Enemy Or tome other fatal Accident 
5 3 world 
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would thorten the King's Days, yet that he 
might play his Game with the more Security, 
he reſolved to try ſtill other Methods for at- 
raining his Purpoſe. But being afraid that 
Lindenſchild, whom he knew to be a Man of 
great Penetration, and whoſe Hopes entirely 
depended upon the King's Lite, might trace 
him our and Jay open his aims; he did not 
reſt till he had worked him out of Fayour, 
charging him with being bribed to get the 
King to ſign certain Letters, whereby near 
half the Revenues of the Kingdom were loſt. 
Nie ſupplied his Place with 7h Reenſchld, 
who having hardly common Senſe, was a fit 
Tool for his wicked Deſigns; the Bottom of 
which he was ſure he would never diſcover. 
As to the reſt who were about the King, he 
had nothing to fear on their Side, not one of 
them daring to open his Mouth againſt him, 
even if they ſhould have any hint of what he 
was carry ing on; beſides, that generally it is 
a tickliſn Buſineſs to warn a Prince who is 
not yet apprized how far the Malice of deſign- 
ing Men may go, of any thing of this nature, 
if one has not very good Evidence of what 
he alledges. = 5 
 Gyldenſtiern wanted but one thing more to 
compleat his Plot, which was to prevent the 
King's Marriage, which if attended with Iſſue 
would undoubtedly defeat all his Meaſures. In 
order therefore to divert the King's Thoughts 
from the Match, which a little before the 
4 l War 


Vf. on 
War broke out, had been ſet on foot between 
him and Ulrica Eleonora Daughter of Fri- 
deric III. King of Denmark, he extenuated 
the Beauty of this Princeſs, of whom there 


was a Picture handed about at Jrockholm, 


which did not fer her out to her beſt Advan- 
tage. He hoped if this intended Match could 
be prevented, the King might poſſibly give 
himſelf up to a diſſolute Life, and by follow- 


ing his Amours bring upon himſelf the gene- 


ral Contempt of his Subjects, as it had happen- 


C 
Theſe were his Views, when he made a 


Speech to the Eſtates aſſembled at Halmſtat 


in the Year 1678, whereby he endcavoured 
to pcrſuade them, that the King by the ill 
Ulage he met with from the King of Den- 
mark, had conceived ſuch an Averſion for 
the Princeſs his deſigned Spouſe, that he long- 


ed only for an Opportunity to break off the 
Engagement upon any Pretence. He alledged 
for this purpoſe Examples out of ancient Hi- 
ſtory, to prove that the Marriages of their 


Kings with Danijh Princeſſes had always 


been fatal ro Sweden, aſſuring the Eſtates at 
the cloſe of his Diſcourſe, they would pleaſe 
the King in defiring him to lay aſide that 


_ Match, and furniſhing him thereby with a 


fair Pretence to make a ſtep, which might elſe 
cem ſomewhat unbecoming, if he ſhould un- 


dertake ir of his own Motion. The Swedes 


being in general fer againſt any thing, which 
OO 2 comes 


,, 
comes from Dezmark, the Eſtates were eaſi- 
ly perſuaded to follow Gy/denftiern's Advice, 
the rather becauſe they were made believe, 
they ſhould pleaſe the King in doing ſo. But 
when they propoſed it to him, they found he 
was highly diſpleaſed at what they ſaid, as was 
viſible by his changing Colour ſeveral times 
during their Diicourſe, and when they had 
done, he told them plainly, he had not in the 
leaſt altered his Mind with reſpect to this 

Marriage, nor ſhould he ever be prevailed 
upon to ſtoop to ſo diſhonourable an Action 
. On. e 
At the ſame time Cyldenſtiern underhand 
demanded for the King, Aune the Duke of 
Tork's Daughter. Ducros the Duke of Hol... 
ſteiu's Envoy in England, was the firſt who 
broke the Matter to the Eugliſh Court, and 
after him Axel IFachmeiſter was employed 
in the tame Affair, though under an other 
Pretence. But the Eygliſh would not hear- 
ken to a Propoſal, which was ſo impertinent 
as things then ſtood. 5 
The following Inſtance will ſhew us, how 
much he and his Faction laboured ro bring 
the King into a debauched courſe of Life. 
One Day, when he was at Liungbygard the 
Country Houle of a Nobleman, whote Name 
was Cayet, happening to go into a Room 
where a Parſon's Daughter was, Axel Mach. 
meiſier had the Impudence to throw her up- 
on the Bed and to puſh the King towards 

„„ her, 
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her, going out immediately and ſhutting the 


Door after him: But the King opened it the 
ſame Moment again, and by a ſevere Look 
ſhewed his diſlike of ſuch an unbecoming 
Freedom. „ . 

After the concluſion of the Peace with 


Denmarb, when Gyldenſtiern ſaw, the Mar- 


riage was like to go on, he had Recourſe to 
new Contrivances to gain his Ends, or at lcaſt 
to provide againſt the worſt if his Deſigns 
ſhould fail. For being ſenſible that the de- 
ſigned Queen was not unacquainted with the 
Affront he intended to put upon her; to 
take off her Reſentment, he got for himſelf 


the Commiſſion to conduct her from Copen- 


hagen to Stockholm, though he ſeemed not 
very fit for the Office, having ſuch a wild 
Look, that the very Children were frightened 


at it, beſides that there were many Perſons in 


Sweden far better qualified tor ſuch an ho- 


ncurable Embaſſy than he. He behaved him- 


tclf fo ill at Copenhagen, that at Dinner he 
came to Words with Gu/4enlew, who called 


him in French Cheval de Caroſſe, which in 
plain Engliſh is a Brute. At a Ball given at 
Court Gyldeuſtiern counterfeited the Peaſant, 


which he performed to Perfection and afford- 


ed thereby matter of Mirth to the whole 
Company, in particular to the King of Den- 


mark, who ſaid, GyldenFtiern had no need to 
diſguiſe hemſelf: for he might have topped 


_ the Peaſant's part in his ordinary Habit. 


Another 
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Another very ſerviceable Precaution of 
Gyldenftiern, before he went upon his Em- 


baſſy, was to inſinuate to the King, who na- 
turally was not very fond of Women, that 


he ought never to indulge the Queen if ihe 
ſollicited him about any thing relating to the 


Government, ſince the End of Women is to 
bring us Children, and not to meddle with 


Affairs of that Nature. Which Lectures made 
ſuch an Impreſſion upon the King's Mind, 
that he ſhewed a great deal of Indifterence to- 
wards the Queen; for even the firſt Night of their 


Marriage he ſtayed with her but three Hours 
at moſt, and was ſeen walking up and down 
in the Court-Yard at four a- Clock in the 
Morning. This Coolneſs laſted a great while, 
and had not the Queen behaved herſelf with 
the greateſt Prudence and Moderation, ſhe 
would have found nothing in Matrimony but 
a continual Series of Vexations. This Beha- 


viour of the King made that excellent Prin- 


ceſs ſo ſhy in what ſhe did, that if ſhe had 


had any Suſpicion of what they were carry- 


ing on againſt the King, ſhe would hardly have 
darcd to acquaint him with it. 
On the other hand Gy/denFf7zern did all he 
could to fer the King and the Senate at vari- 
ance, ſo that the King in his Letters to them 
made uſe of all the Invectives and moſt gra- 
ting Expreſſions he could invent. It hap- 


pened about this time, that GyldenFtiern was 
upon a Journey with §uen Raue Governor 


. i 
of Hallaud, who asking him, how he could 
ever hope to appeaſe the Senate after the ill 
Utage he had made them ſuffer, he anſwered, 


That one Night would make them Friends 


again. Rane preſſing him to explain what 
he meant by that; Gy/denstiern who was 
lorry, he had let flip ſuch a Word, endea- 
voured to turn it off by a ſtrained Interpreta- 


tion, ſay ing: 1 will interpoſe with the King 


in favour of the Senate, and they will pre- 


| ſently be reconciled to me. For it was his 


way, when he faw he had diſcovered his 
Mind too far, to put upon his Words a Con- 
ſtruction quite different from the Senſe they 
naturally would bear, or elle to pretend he 
had been in Jeſt; ſo that upon the whole no 


Body knew, what to make of him. 


About this time he endeavoured to draw 
over to his Intereſt Otto [William Koenigs- 
mar h; but ſeeing he would not truſt him, he 


forbore entring into the like Diſcourſes with 
him for the future. There went a common 


Report at the ſame time, that Gy/denſtiern 
was ſo far in the King's Favour, that che lat- 
ter had promiſed him upon Oath, never to 
give Ear to any Body, who ſhould fay any 
thing to his Diſadvantage; and that Gy/den- 
ſlieru had engaged on the other fide to be 
always firm to the King's Intereſt: But I can 


not ſtand to the truth of this. 


There was for ſome time a common Talk 
at Court about a Dream of Ingeburg. Gylden- 
ſtieru's 
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ſtiern's Siſter, who pretended to the Spirit of 
Prophecy. It was faid, the had ſeen in a 
Dream the King and her Brother fitting at the 
fame Table, and her Brother ſoon after ſtab 
tne King and place the Crown upon his own 
Head. If it is true, that Dreams proceed from 
the Thoughts we have when awake, it is 
ſtrange no more notice was taken of this 
Dm. For indeed it would not have been 
d halt for a Perlon reſolved upon ſuch a 
Tiurther, to ſurprize the King, os was not 
at all upon his Guard, but was fo far from 
imaygining ſuch an horrible Deſign could enter 
into any one's Thoughts, that he often made 
a Progreſs through the Kingdom, accompa- 
nied by few or no Attendants at all. | 
GyldenFft;ern ſeeing how much he was ha- 
ted by the Nobility, as indeed they had no 
great Reaſon to love him; fearing that it he 
were found to have promoted the King's 
Death, he ſhould be deteſted by every body, 
and even be brought to capital Punithmenr, 
he thought it abſolutely neceſſary to ſtrengthen 
himſelf beforehand with ſufficient Authority 
and Power, by getting the whole Direction 
of Affairs into his own Hands, and putting 
himſelf in a Condition to withſtand his Enc- 
mies after the King's Death. To this End 
he obtained of the King the Government of 
Schonen, Halland and Bleckingen with an un- 
limited Power, whereby he was declared un- 
accountable to any body clic beſides the 
| King. 
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King. He deſigned to fill theſe Provinces 
with Military Men that ſhould be at his own 
Devotion, and to tranſport into Schonen all 
ſuch as were employed in making Saltpeter, 
Arms, and Gun- Powder; that he might have 
all the war like Stores of the Kingdom at his 
__ own Diſpoſal, and leave the other Provinces 
unprovided. Even the Fleet of the Kingdom 
was at his Inſtance removed from Srfockholn, 
where it had lain till then under the Eye of 
the King in one of the ſafeſt Harbours in the 
World, and was as it were concealed in an 
obſcure, miſerable and inconvenient Corner at 
Lyckeby which was afterwards called Carls- 
cron, the Government of which Place he 
procured for John Machmeiſter his dear 
Friend, that he might ſecure to himſelf this 
JJ 1 
He went ſtill further, and having perſua- 
ded the King that his Security was founded 
upon a good Intelligence with Denmark, he 
cauſed himſelf ro be declared Ambaſſador for 
that Court, not that he deſigned always to 
reſide there, but to ſecure to himſelf a free 
Retreat out of Sweden when he pleaſed, and 
that he might underhand treat with the Dares, 
without giving . gs hoping to bring 
them over to his Deſign by offering them the 
Swediſh Dominions in Germany, which he 
thought Sweden would be better without. 
He had ſo great an Influence over the Kings 
Mind, that he till managed the Publick [oa 
. — | Aaixs 


„ 
fairs for all he was abſent in §chouen, all the 
Kings Letters which he either ſent out or 
received from abroad, paſſing through his 
Hands, and he after he had opened them, di- 
recting the King, how to act or what An- 
DO $8 
Another piece of Policy in him was to in- 
ſpire the King with a violent Averſion to the 
French, Sweden's ancient Friends and Allies. 
It muſt be owned, that the French in their 
Alliances with Sweden chiefly aimed at their 
own Intereſt, and when the Swedes began to 
grow too powerful, they checked them for 
fear they ſhould nor want their Aſſiſtance any 
more, but begin to ſer up for themſelves. Nor 
can it be denied, that during the laſt War, 
when the King of Sweden's Affairs were in a 
very ill Condition, he was forſaken by the 
French, who always gave him hopes of be- 
ing ſuccoured by their Fleet, though they ne- 
ver intended any ſuch thing, and at laſt made 
a ſeparate Peace, which was the occaſion of 
the Swedes loſing a great deal of their Domi- 
nions in Germany. But to this the French 
anſwered: That no reaſonable Man could 
blame a Prince for acting according to the In- 
tereſt of his Kingdoms, and that Sweden had 
the ſame Liberty with reſpect to Frauce; 
that it could not be expected, they ſhould 
ſtake all to relieve the Swedes; that they 
could not ſend their Fleet to the Baltic 
without viſible Danger, the Danes and Dutch 
eee defending 


„„ 

defending the Paſſage, and England being not 
to be truſted; laſtly that the Condition they 
were then in themſelves, did not permit them to 
continue the War, and ſince the Swedes would 
not come to a poſitive Declaration, they had 
been obliged to provide for themſelves; that 
notwithſtanding this, Sweden would find them 
ſtill its Friends, and that they would do all 
that lay in them to help them retrieve their 
Affairs, but they were of Opinion it muſt 
be in another Way. However Cyldenſtiern 


made uſe of the Reaſons abovementioned, to 


make the King averſe to France, which he 
might better have relied upon in an Extremi- 


ty than upon the Daues, to whoſe Alliance 


Gyldenſtiern had adviſed him, though there is 
no Nation upon Earth whoſe Intereſt or In- 
clination are more oppoſite to the Swedes 
than theirs. 3 
When he had prepared things thus far, ge 
repreſented to the King the Miſery of Depen- 
dance, and what a Shame it was for him to 
be a Penſioner to France and to lye expoſed 
to their Inſolence; he adviſed the King there- 
fore to ſhake off ſo diſhonourable a Yoke, and 
endeavour to put his Affairs in ſuch a Condi- 
tion, that upon any Exigency of Stare he 
might be able to raiſe Money at home, which 
might be caſily compaſſed if he would re- 
ſume all the Alienations made out of the Roy- 
al Revenue under what Pretence ſoever, and 
take from the Clergy all their Land, * 
| WS $ c 
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he pretended had been given them by the 
Kings; this would enable him to maintain 
upwards of fifteen thouſand Horſe; that all 
the great Debts of the Crown might be paid 
by calling to an Account thoſe who had had 
the Management of the Publick Money, and 
that if theſe Debts were a little narrowly 
looked into, it would appear that the greater 
part of them might be retrenched ; that ano- 
ther way to encreaſe the King's Income would 
be to take away the Exemption from Duties, 
which the armed Merchantſhips enjoyed, it 
being certain that they bad never done the 
Publick any great Service in time of War; as 
alſo to raiſe new Taxes and lay new Duties 
upon Merchandiſe. FR Et 
The King hearkened to theſe Propoſals the 
more attentively, becauſe he had been in great 
Neceſſity in the War. But Gyldenſtieru's 
Deſign was to make the King by this provoke 
both the Senate and the other Orders of the 
Kingdom, and entirely loſe their Affection: 
For he knew well, that the King's Family not 
being Natives of Sweden, he was looked up- 
on by his Subjects as a Foreigner, and con- 
ſequently it would be no hard matter to make 
them revolt and ſhake off their Obedience to 
the King, of whom if they were once rid in 
whatever manner, they would be ſo weary 
of a Monarchical Government, that they 
would be very ready to accept of that Change 
he deſigned to propoſe to them. - 
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This went on ſo well that he and the 
King had agreed both upon the Means and 
Perſons to be employed in effecting this, all 
which he had committed to writing and given 
to the King. Bur when he was upon the 
Point to ſet out from Schonen for Stockholm, 
where he deſigned to put the laſt Hand to his 
Scheme in the Aſſembly of the Eſtates, who 
were to meet about that time, he was ſeized 
with a violent Fever, which carried him off. 
His Death was very good News to thoſe who 
were afraid that all theſe Preparations were 
levelled againſt themſelves; but they had no 
reaſon to rejoice long. For notwithſtanding 
Gyldenſtiern's Death, rhe King followed his 
Plan to a tittle, which was in reality intend- 
ed to make him odious, though covered with 
the ſpecious Pretence of raiſing his Authori- 


ty, Power and Revenue to a much higher 


Pitch. Gyldenſtiern was even ſo ſure, that 
the King would continue in the Sentiments 
he had inſtilled into him, that on his Death- 
Bed he ſaid, that if he ſhould die, which yet 
he did not believe, Sweden would notwith- 
ſtanding be governed for ſeveral Years ac- 
cording to his Maxims. The King was ſo af- 
| fected with the News of his Death, that he 
' regretted the loſs of him as of a faithful and 
able Miniſter, whoſe equal he ſhould not eaſi- 
ly find. Axel Wachmeiſter even had the 
Aſſurance to tell the King that he had good 

Reaſon to put on Mourning upon ſuch a Loſs; 
Ck as 
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as for his part, he had already done ſo, though 
he was no way related to him. However 
ſome years after the King was heard to ſpeak 
of him in Terms that were not much to his 
Honour, and in the general Reſumption of 
the Grants his Brother fared no better than 
the reſt of the Nobility. But I have ſtill Rea- 
ſon to doubt whether the King had ever any 
Knowledge of his Deſigns, for if he had, he 
would not have followed the way Gy/dens71- 
ern had pointed out for him, ſo many Years as 
r 5 _ 
The King therefore being perſuaded that he 
could do nothing better than to follow the 
Advice Gyldenſtiern had given him, proceed- 
ed to put it into Practice. To which End he 
called together the Eſtates of the Kingdom at 
Stockholm in the Year 1680, and to prevent 
any body's preſuming to oppoſe his Intentions, 
he quartered in the City the Regiment of 
Guards conſiſting of two thouſand Men under 
the Command of a Colonel who was a Livo- 
nian, as were likewiſe moſt of the other Offi- 
cers, who conſequently did not care much 
what became of the Swediſh Nobility. This 
Regiment was much better paid than any of 
the reſt, being paid immediately out of the 
King's Treaſury. It was talked that part of 
the Regiment of *Up/and which was Horſe, 
was alſo to come to Srockholm, though it came 
not: but it ſeems, that in caſe there had ap- 
peared the leaſt Diſpoſition in ſome Members 


of 


King's Deſigns, and encourage the E 


n 
of the Eſtates to oppoſe the King's Deſigns, 
it would have marched that Way. _ | 

During the time the Eſtates were fitting, 
there were always a Body of 24 Musketeers 

placed before the Houle where the Nobles 
aſſembled, part of which with ſome of the 

Guards of the Caſtle were marching continu- 
ally up and down the City, to obſerve if 
there was any Stir or Uproar. Further the 
King forbid Magnus de-1a-Gardie the High- 
Chancellor, to appear at the Aſſembly, for 
knowing him to be the Leader and Mouth of 
the Senate, the King was afraid he might by 
his Authority and Eloquence be a = to the 
ates not 

to yield a blind Obedience to whatever was 
required of them. And indeed it is probable 


the Chancellor would have found ſome way _ 


to have done it, for there were many who 
were of Opinion that a Medium might be 
found out to ſupply the King's Exigencies o- 
therwiſe than by oppreſſing the Nobility. 
Benedict Oxenſtiern whom the King had in- 
truſted with the Direction of foreign Affairs, 
being ambitious to keep the King's Favour at 
any rate, was neither refolute enough nor 
willing to ſay any thing in oppoſition to him; 
neither was his Credit with the Senate great 
enough to make him be followed if he had 
done it. Claudius Rolamb the Senator was 
one who upon all occaſions would ſtand up in 
defence of the Laws, boldly and freely ſpeak- 
85 ing 
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ing his Mind on all publick Concerns. But 
there are few to be found who will make the 
firſt ſtep on ſuch ſlippery and hazardous Oc- 


caſions; and if there is but one Man found, 


who has Courage enough to make Oppoſition, 
a great many others will ſoon follow; for this 
reaſon the Court thought fit to remove Ro- 


lamb from the Aſſembly, by ſending him with 


a Commiſſion into Pomerania. George per- 
| ling and Henry Falkenberg had Orders to 

bear him Company, who being likewiſe two 
leading Men in the Rouſe of Nobles, the 
Court ſuſpected them no leſs than the former. 
It was for the ſame reaſon that Otto William 
| Koentgsmarck Governor of Pomerania, could 


not obtain Leave from the King to come and 


aſſiſt in the Aſſembly, though he had deſired 
it; the Court knowing very well that no Con- 


ſideration whatſocyer would be ſtrong enough 


to make him ſilent upon ſuch an Exigency, 
and that he would nor have ſuffered the two 


Machmeiſters to bully the Aſſembly as they 
did; beſides it was of conſequence to him to 
ſpeak freely at this Juncture, for no leſs than 


fix and twenty thouland Crowns yearly In- 
come were at ſtake, if the Reſumption of the 
Grants ſhould take place. 


| Befides theſe Precautions to revent the 
Nobles making any Oppoſition, the King no- 


minated for the Speaker of their Houſe Clau- 
dius Flemming an ill natured Man, who was 
never eſteemed by any body. It is true * 
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been honoured for ſome Years with the Title 
of a Councellor, yet without exerciling the 
Function of that Dignity ; and ſeeing the King 
had no regard for any but Military Men, he 
raiſed a Regiment the laſt Year of the War, 
hut the following Year he was caſhiered with- 
out having diſtinguiſhed himſelf by any remar- 
kable Action, the King rally ing him often tor 
being a Hero fitter to manage the Pen than 
the Sword. He was a Man of a melanchol 
and four Temper, cunning and fly to the laſt 
Degree. The Realon why the King ſingled 
him out for this Employ, was the inveterate 
Hatred he bore to the Nobility, with which 
his Father Herman Flemming had ivipired 
him: who having before an Averſion for that 
Order, had been confirmed in it by their ra- 
king from him the Charge of High Trealurer“. 
Hoping therefore his Son might one Day or 
other have an Opportunity of revenging his 
Quarrel upon the Senators, he not only left 
him Memoirs containing an exact Liſt of all 
the alienated Crown Lands, and an Account 
how the Revenue had been miſapplied by the 
Managers of it, but he had likewiſe taken 
particular care to inſtruct him throughly in 
Diſcourſe of every Circumſtance relating to 
the ſeveral Articles therein contained. (Jau 
dius Flemming improved very much by theſe 
Inſtructions, and was glad to meet with an 


— 
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* See above, p. 79. 
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Occaſion, by which he might at the ſame 
time ſatisfy his own Inclination, and engra- 
tiate himſelf with the King, ſo that he was 
very ready to execute what the King ordered, 
though never ſo hard upon the Nobility. 
Another piece of Policy in the King was, 
to beſtow the Title of Baron upon ſeveral Ge- 
nerals and Colonels who had ſerved during 
the laſt War, to the End that he might have 
a Majority in the firſt Chamber of the Nobles. 
He put into the Second Axel Wachmeiſter, 
who having no Right ar. all to fit there, the 


king endeavoured to give ſome Colour to this 


Novelty by pretending the ſaid Chamber was 
compoſed of too few Families, though the 
real Deſign was, that this Man by his Clamour 
and Noiſe might hector this Chamber into the 
Court's Meaſures, as his Brother 7ohu was to 
do by the firſt Chamber. This excellent Pair 
of Brothers who were formerly the chief Tools 
of Gyldenſtiern, laid hold of the preſent Op- 
portunity to ſhew their Zeal for the King's 
Intereſt, and to maintain themſelves in his Fa- 
vour after the Death of their Supporter. They 
were ſo clamorous in the Houle, that they 
hardly permitted others to vote in their turn, 
and things even went ſo far, that John M ach- 
meiſten carried a ſwinging Cudgel with him, 
with which he threatned to knock down eve- 
ry one who dared open his Mouth againſt him, 
and he did really one Day in open Court fly at 
a Lieutenant Colonel and a Captain who had 
e entered 
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entered into a Diſpute with him. One would 


think it ſurprizing that the Nobility ſhould 
| ſhew ſo little Courage in an Affair, the Iſſue 


of which ſo nearly concerned them, and ſhould 
brook fo patiently the Inſults of two or three 


| Perſons; not one of them offering to ſpeak a 


Word in defence of their Liberties ; bur it 
ſeems they could not help it, the Circumſtan- 
ces of the time being fo tickliſh and dangerous 
that there was no Remedy for what they ſuf- 


fered. The Example of Anarew Lilliehoech 


had made them caurious ; who having ſpoke 
roo freely, had been ſharply reprimanded, and 
was obliged to beg Pardon, and promiſe to 


mend his Manners for the future. 


Thar the third Chamber of the Nobles 


might the better comply, they were made to 
hope that all the Grants not excceding 300 

Crovns yearly Income would be confirmed, 

and as the greater part of thoſe which had 


been made to the Members of that Chamber, 
did not amount to that Sum, they flattered them- 
ſelves with Hopes that they were to keep 
the Grants made to them; and were very noi- 
ſy in crying up the Juſtice of a Reſumption 
from the Counts and Barons, as if they them- 


ſelves had never received any thing. And 
what encouraged them the more in ir, was 
F that they were made believe, the King inſiſted 


upon theſe Reſumptions merely to enable 


himſelf (as his Predeceſſors had done) to re- 


ward ſuch Perſons as ſhewed themſelves zca- 
555 dans 
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lous in his Service. Some Members of this 
Chamber which fate in the form of a half 
Moon, ſcemed to vie with one another, who 
ſhould ſtrain their Voices higheſt, ard appear 
molt ready in approving every thing which 
was propoicd, which to ſtunned the reſt of the 
Aſſembly, that they could not put in a Word 
Amongſt thele was Edward Ehrenſtecu, 
then Chancellor of the Court *, and afterwards 
Senator, Aude Lindenhielm, Councellor 

of the Chamber of Accomprts, Balthazar 
Gyldenho, Councellor of War, Brynte Cron- 

fchild, Suveyor of the Cuſtoms, Eric Lon- 
voſin, Sccretary of the Reviſion , Colonel 
Oernclo, and particularly Eric Liudenſehild, 
who by the good Service be did in this Affair, 
and by bringing the Peaſants to deliver to the 
King a Petition for the Reſumption, which he 
himtelf drew up for them; regained both the 
King's Favour and his former Place. 

To obviate the Objection that the Cla- 
mours of ſome few Pcrions could not be ta- 
ken for the Content and Approbation of the 
whole Aſſembly ; the Court got a Vote paſſed 

in the Houſe of Nobles, that it was unnecel- 
{ary either to number the Votes, or to give 
them in Writing, Which had been the uſual 
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way till then ; to give this Innovation ſome 
Colour, they alledged a Precedent in King 
Charles IX's time, when the mimbering of 
Vores had not been oblerved. This obſtacle 
being removed, they eaſily carricd any Pro- 
poſition, which was brought before the ſaid 
Houle *. = 5 FE 

: Beſides to ſhelter theſe clamorous Promo 
ters of the Reſumption from the Revenge or 
Inſults of the Sufterers, the King iſſued our an 
Edict, that wholocyer ſhould pretume to chal- 
lenge or abuſe any body by Words or other- 
wile, ſhould be puniſhed with a hard and long 
Impriſonment : but this Precaut ion ſeemed ſu- 
per fluous; for the Swedes generally ſpeaking 


live very peaceably among themſelves, and it 


has not been remembred a great while that a- 
ny body has been killed in a Duel. 
The Court having thus by ſilent ſteps un— 
dermined the foundation of the Senate's Autho- 
rity, it was no hard matter now to blow up the 
whole Structure at once. They took the 
Opportunity from an Aſſertion of Cauut 
Kurck, that the Senate was an Order of the 
Kingdom by itſelf, and as it were Mediator 
between the King and the Eſtates; that they 
had a Right to put rhe King in mind of his 
Duty, as well as to oblige the Subjects to pay 
due Allegiance to their Sovereign, and to ad- 


* probably by votiag in Bodies, (See p. 29.) the Court ha- 
ung a Majority in the firſt Chamber of the Nobles, (p. 138.) 


22d being ſure of the third (p. 139. 
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juſt any Difference that might happen between 
the King and the Eſtates. This pretended 
Authority of the Senate not at all agreeing 
with the Scheme of Government laid by the 
Court, the Queſtion was brought before a 
Committee of the Eſtates, who were to de- 
termine whether this Right which che Senate 
claimed was founded in the Laws of the King- 
dom: The Committee after ſome Deliberari- 
on declared, that indecd the King was obliged 
to govern his Subjects by the Advice of the 
Senate, but it did not appear by the Laws that 
they were an Order by themſelves, or Media- 
tors between the King and the Eſtates, and 
that therefore ſuch Aſſertions ought to be un- 
derſtood without F rejudice to the Royal Pre- 
rogative. The King approved and confirmed 
this Deciſion by an Edict, wherein he decla- 
red that he had no Deſign to lay aſide the 
Laws, whereby he was bound to govern the 
Kingdom with the Advice of the Senate, but 
that he was himſelf the ſole Judge, what Af- 
fairs were to be communicated to them. So 
that the Senate muſt now be ſilent and ſee 
the King take his own way and act as arbitra- 
rily as he pleaſes without conſulting them, 
provided he tells them he does not think fit 
to adviſe with them about his Reſolutions. 


From this time if the King did communi- | 


cCate any thing to the Senate, he did it mere- 
ly for Form's fake, and after he had already 
determined how to act; ſo that a Body ſo 
. eminent 
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eminent in former times has ſince hardly been 
employed in any thing elſe but the Reviſion 


of ſome Law - Suit or other, like an ordinary 


Court of Juſtice. The King ordered farther, 


that the Senators ſhould no longer ſtyle them- 
ſelves Councellors of the Kingdom, but the 


King's Councellors, or otherwiſe it might 


leem, the Kingdom had a Power diſtinct from 


that of the King: And there was ſome Colour 
for this Innovation in that the ancient Laws 


call the Senators promiſcuouſly the King's or 


the Kingdom's Councellors : But it was ridi- 


culous to hear ſome Preachers, in purſuance as 


they imagined, of the King's Orders, pray, 


not for the Eſtates of the Kingdom, which 
till then had been the uſual Expreſſion, but 
for he King s &fiates. 8 


Io the end that the King might inſenſibly 


get rid of thoſe, towards whom he was not well _ 


affected, Claudius Flemming inſinuated to 


them, that if they would ask Leave to retire, 


they would do a thing both agreeable to the 


King, and advantageous to themſelves. Up- 


on this they petitioned the King to be diſ- 
miſſed under pretence of their great Age. The 


King took them at their Word and diſcharged 


Guſtavus Bauer, Nicholas Brahe, Claudius 
Rolamb, Pontus de-la Gardie, Guſtavus 
Kurck, and Guſtavus Sparre, giving them 


Leave to live in their Country -Houſes, or ſuch 
bother Places as they ſhould think fit, on 
Condition nevertheleſs to hold themſèelves al- 


ways in a readineſs to attend the Senate if 
| they 


„ on 
they ſhould be ſummoned. They bad the 
Morcification to ſee themſelves ſeverely laſh- 
ed in their Letters of Leave, with this Re- 

proach; vg. That by their ill Management 
the Kingdom had been brought ro its preſent 
miſerable Condition. Cauut Kurck was the 
only Perſon who eſcaped this Ceniure, and 
had Leave to retire for ever, and ſpend the 
remainder of his Days peaceably in the Coun- 
try, having pleaded, beſides his Age, the ill 
Stare of his Health. 
The reſt of the Senate met with a ach 
harder Fate: The King cauſed a Court of 
Jude es Delegate to be eſtabliſhed in the name 
0 the Eſtates „ Which they called the High 
Commiſſion, who were to examine how the 
publick Treaſure had been employed during 


ing to Law againſt ſuch as ſhould be found 
guilty of having embezled it. In the Diet or 
Aſſembly of the Eſtates held at Vyſal in the 
Vear 1675, ſuch a Commiſſion as this had al- 
ready been eſtabliſhed for enquiring into the 
Senate's Conduct upon the like Account, ſo 
chat the following High Commiſſion found 
good Part of the Buſineſs done to their Hands 
by the Obſervations the former had left them. 
Amongſt thoſe delegated Judges there were 
Magnus Pontmus, Miniſter of the Pariſh of 
Sr. Jacob in Stockholm, Olaus Tenger 
Burgomaſter of the ſaid City, Peter Snack, 
* Renfeld , and ſome other cunning 
Men, 


the King's Minority, and proceed accord- | 
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Men, that were well yerſed in ſtating Ac- 

_ compts : It is ſaid too, that Henry Falcken- 
berg farniſhed rhem with many things to that 
purpoſe. _ : e 

It is obſervable, that Claudius Rolamb, one 
of the retired Senators and who had been one 
of the Council of Regency during the King's ; 
Minority, had been very much for the Eſta- 
bliſhment of ſuch a Commiſſion, in hopes 4 
thereby to ruin Magnus de-la-Gardie the 
High-Chaucellor, and to enrich himſelf with 
his Spoils. During the Regency he was very 
ſparing of rhe Revenue, promiſing himſelf 
that this would gain him a deal of Credit with 
the King, when his extraordinary Zeal for his 
Service came to be known by ſuch an Enqui- 

ry as this. ts 

That the Judges might not execute their 

Commiſſion roo {crupulouſly, they had pick- 
ed out ſuch as they were {ure would not dive 
into the Niceties of the feveral Caſes, bur be 
led blindly by their Inſtructions. The Pref- 
dent was Conrad Gyldenſtiern, a Man of uch 
Stupidity that when he was Governor or - 

burg in Finland, he was not able to deter— 

mine a ſmall Difference between t Pea- 

ſants. During the Daniſh War he was urn— 

ed out of his Commiſſion, becauſe having rc- 

ceived Orders to head the Militia of the Bat. 

liwick of Ca/mar and to attack Chriſtis 9. 

pel, he ran away at the firft Diſcharge of 

Cannon as faſt as he could, his Pcalants, 
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were unwilling to be behindhand with their 
General, making the beſt of their way after 
him. The reſt of the Judges did not ſurpaſs 
their Preſident in Senſe or Ability. Theſe _ 
were Uf Bonde, Axel Stalarm, Leonard. 
 Ribbing of the Nobles; Parmander and Gras 
ofthe Chamber of Juſtice of the Court,two Per- 
ſons of no Diſtinction. There were alſo out 
of the Clergy five Miniſters. Our of the Or- 
der of Burghers they had taken ſome petty . 
Burgomaſters and Bailiffs, together with Lu— 
der Barthels a Merchant, who had enriched 
himſelf by turning Bankrupt ſeveral times. 
The remainder of this choice Aſſembly con- 
ſiſted of ſome Peaſants, whoſe chief Merit 
ſeemed to lie in the length of their Bcards; 
for as to the Buſineſs in hand, they had but 
little to ſay; on the contrary, they never fail- 
dd to ſſcep ſoundly all the while the Accompts 
were examining, having generally fitted them- 
ſelves for it beforchand by taking a good Doſe 
of ſtrong Waters; however they were mighty 
proud to {ce themſelves joined with Commil- 
ſioners, who had the Deſtiny of the Chief 
Men of the Kingdom in their Hands 
Such were the Judges: The Council em- 
ployed againſt them were Men of the ſame 

Stamp: Fohm Fegerſtiern had formerly been 


called to the Univerſity of *Up/a/ to be Pro- 


feſſor of the Law there, but was removed by 

Magnus de-la-Gardie, who was Chancellor 

of chat Univerſity, and knew him to be unfit 
„ for 
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for ſuch a Poſt : After which he had obtained 
1lome other Preferment at the Admiralty-Of— 
fice by the Intereſt of John [M achmeiſter, to 
whom he was entirely devoted: John Tilas, 
a foppiſh fort of Fellow, who upon all occa- 
ſions affected to fall foul upon the chief No- 
bility : Gylleubusg Son-in-law to the Burgo- 
_ maſter Tenger®, who had made it his Buſineſs, 
_ to inſtill into him more Malice than would 
everotherwiſe have entered into his Thoughts: 
And Eric Louvoſin, as wicked a Man as ever 
had been known. „ 
This Aſſembly, little minding what the 
Senſe of the Law required, gave Sentence a- 
gainſt thoſe who had been at the Helm du- 
ring the Minority, laying ſuch enormous 
Fines upon them, that after they had paid 
them, they and their Families wanted the ve— 
ry Neceſſaries of Life. Generally ſpeaking, 
it could not be accounted an Injuftice to 
make them reſtore even with Intereſt both all 
ſuch Crown-Lands, as they had appropriated 
ro themſelves, and what they had of their 
own Authority added to their Salaries: But 
this was too hard, that they ſhould be made 
ro pay the Principal and Intereſt of all that 
had been expended beyond a certain Sum ex- 
preſſed in a Regulation made in the Year 
1662; that Money having becn employed in 
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* And Father of Count Gyllenbuig the late Swediſh Envoy 
at the Court of Great-Britain, 
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eſtabliſhing new Offices, augmenting of Sala- 
ries, Preſents and the like, which had been no 
advantage to the late Managers, and of which 
they did not doubt to give a very good Ac- 
count; conſidering beſides that a State of Ex- 
pences can never be ſo exactly ſettled but 
that there may be often occaſion to exceed 
it. All theſe Sums were divided into ſeven 
Parts, two whereof they deducted on ac- 


count of the Queen Mother; who had had 


two Votes in the Council of Regency. The 
bother five Parts were to be paid by the reſt 
of that Council, not only by thoſe who had 
ſigned the Orders for any ſuch Expences, but 
even by them who were only preſent when 
it was done. All which were forced to make 
proportionable Reſtiturion of what they had 
expended a little too liberally. ITT 
But they who fared ſtill worſe, were the 
Commanders of the Fleet, who amongſt other 
things had employed the Seamen for their 
private Uſe, in which however they were 
Warranted by an ancient Cuſtom. They were 
made to pay for every Seaman thus employ- 
ed Sixteen Pence per Day, beſides the Inte- 
reſt, though the Crown paid no more than 
Four Pence. After this way of computing 
they extorted vaſt Sums from Guſtavus Steen- 
bock the High- Admiral, Count Nicholas 
_ Brahe, and the Heirs of Charles Guſtavus 
Wrangel and Claudius Sternſchild, 
It has been related above, that the Nobles 
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of the third Claſs in the Aſſembly of the E- 
ſtates in the Year 1680, loudly infiſted upon 
taking from the Counts and Barons ſuch Lands 
as formerly belonged to the Crown. They 
thought this a fair Opportunity of expreſſing 
their Zeal for the King, when it might be 
done at other Men's Expence ; but they were 
ſtrangely ſurprized, when in the Year 1682, 


the other Donations which did not exceed 


three hundred Crowns a Year, were likewiſe 
reſumed. They had no longer Reaſon to re- 
joice at other Men's Misfortunes, ſecing they 
underwent the ſame Fate, and loft great Part 
of their Eftares as well as the others, who to 


be even with them and to make them ſuſter 


in their turn, puſhed that Relumption with 
no leſs Warmth, than they themſelves had 
ſhewed. As i» the remaining Orders of the 
Kingdom, the) inſiſted unanimouſly upon a 
general Reſumption; for beſides that they 
hated and envied the Nobility, they were of 
Opinion, that the better the Revenue was re- 
gulated, the fewer Taxes would be laid upon 
them. Their Animoſity againſt the Nobility 
Was kept up by ſeveral Men who were pro- 
feſſed Enemies to all that went by the Name 
of Great, among whom was John Bau 
Archbiſhop of 'Up/al, who upon all Occaſi— 
ons would utter the moſt paſſionate Expreſ- 
ſions againſt che Nobles. I remember, one 
Day, when I was with him in a Boat upon 
the Lake Meter at Stockholm, e 
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looking upon their magnificent Palaces there, 
I heard him ſay, That he hoped to live to 
fee the Ruins of thoſe Buildings. Moſt of 
the Clergy were inclined the fame way; 
though ſeveral of them owed their Fortunes 
to the Nobility, having either been Tutors to 
ſome of them, or travelled with them, where- 
by they had had an Opportunity of impro- 
ving their Abilities. Among the Order of 
the Burghers, the chief Enemy of the Nobili- 
ty was Olaus Tenger eldeſt Burgomaſter of 
the City of Stockholm, a Creature of Her- 
man Flemming, a wicked, cunning and cove- 
tous Man, which three ill Qualities he was 
_ poſſeſſed of in the higheſt Degree. He being 
a leading Man among the Burgomaſters, the 
conformed in every thing to his Sentiments. 
The Peaſants who were influenced by Lin- 
_ denſthild and {ome others, were likewiſe plca- 
| fed to ſee the Nobility thus brought down, 
being no leſs in hopes than the reſt, that they 
ſhould be the caſter for the Oppreſſions of the 
Nobility. „% 
All theſe Reſumptions were executed with 
the utmoſt Rigour, and carried back to the 
moſt remote times, if there was but the leaſt 
Preſumption, that the Lands in queſtion had 
once belonged to the Crown. None was ſpa- 
red whoſe Eſtate could be drawn into this Re- 
ſumption: nay they even endeavoured to ex- 
tend it to the Nobility of the Countries lately 
conquered, the Grants of whoſe Eſtates Were | 
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made long before they came under the Swe— 
diſh Dominion. They deſigned the ſame thing 


in Schonen with relation to ſuch Lands as had 
in former times belonged to the Crown or the 
Clergy. And though at firſt they could not 


bring this matter to bear, the King of Den- 


mark oppoſing its Execution, becauſe if the 
Reſumption ſhould have taken place there, 
thoſe of the Daniſh Nobility, who had ſold 
thoſe Lands to the Swedes mult. have been 
obliged to indemnity them: Yet this proved 


but a ſmall Reprieve, for after ſome time the 
Reſumption went on without any Limitation, 


and every Nobleman was obliged to make 
good the Title of his Poſſeſſion. It muſt be 
owned, the Court fell ſhort of the Profit they 


expected to reap by it, becauſe it is not very 
common in Denmark to diſpoſe of Croun- 


Lands; and if ſome of the Nobility there had 


any that had been ſuch, they had purchaſed 
them. 5 VV 


But the Nobility who ſuffered moſt by this 
Reſumption were thoſe of Livouia and E/tho- 
11a. For ail the Lands that had been given 
to their Anccitors by the Teutonick Order to 
hold them under the Title of Fief, were taken 


from them, though according to Law they 
could not be deprived of them unleſs they 


had forfeited them by Breach of Fealty. Be- 


{ides this, the Inhabitants of theſe two Coun- 


tries had ircely ſubmitted to Sweden on Con- 
dition to be maintained in their Properties 
4 and 
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and Rights, which had been confirmed by 
| Oath and obſerved accordingly till then by 
all the former Kings. By this means many of 
the Nobility, whoſe whole Eſtates did not a- 
mount bur to a few Acres of Ground, were 
reduced to the utmoſt Poverty. It muſt be 
confeſſed that afterwards the King being mo- 
ved in ſome manner by their continual Com- 
plaints, that they and their Families were left 
to the wide World, and had not a Houle to 

put their Heads in; condeſcended ſo far, as ro 
permit them to live in their Houſes and to 
keep their Lands, on condition to pay a year- 
ly Rent out of them; and fo from being Pro- 
prietors they were now turned Farmers. 
There were ſome who found their Account 
in the Deſolation and Ruin of ſo many Fami- 
lies, as is common in ſuch Cafes: Obſcure, 
deſpicable and wicked Men, who by promo- 
ting the Reſumption crept into the King's 
Favour and raiſed large Fortunes. Such was 

Simon Leyonmark, who had fearched the an- 
_ cient Records, in which the Knighr-fervices 
annexed to the Lands of ſome Noblemen were 
regiſtered, and had drawn up a Lift of ſuch as 
had not bcen paid; after this they obliged 
ſuch as could not prove they had diſcharged 
theſe Services, to pay the Eſtimate thereof 
Principal and Intereſt, though the preſent 
Poſſeſſors had got nothing by that Neglect, 
and that it was for the moſt part the Fault of 
the former Owners. 
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Even the Learned thought, they muſt not 
be behind-hand with any body in forwarding 
as much as lay in them this great Affair. 
Claudius Oernhielm Profeſſor at *Op/al had 
undertaken to write the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
of Sweden, and had made for that purpoſe a 
Collection of ancient Records, which he had 
gathered in the ſeveral Biſhopricks and Mona- 
ſteries of the Kingdom. Conſidering therefore 
that the Order of the Eſtates for the Reſump- 
tion imported in particular, that all ſuch Lands 
as had formerly belonged to the Clergy ſhould 
be re- united to the Crown, he thought his 
Collection might be ſerviceable to this pur- 
poſe, and drew up a general Lift of all the an- 
cient Poſſeſſions ofthe Clergy and Monaſteries. 
But he came too late, for others had already 
prevented him. 5 
I have already mentioned that Gy/genſfiern's 
Intention in prompting the King to ſuch Vio- 
lences had been to puſh things to that Extre- 
mity, that the Nobility exaſperated by fre- 
quent and cruel Oppreſſions might at laſt re- 
ſolve to throw off the heavy Yoak of a Go- 
vernment, which made the Lives and Fortunes 
of an infinite number of Perſons depend on 
the mere Will of one Man who is often ut- 
terly unfit to govern. It was with the fame 
Deſign that he adviſed the King to do ſeve- 
ral other things, which he was confident would 
alienate the Minds of the other Orders of the 
. : 
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Por inſtance, as to the Clergy, he had ſug- 
geſted to the King that he ought to ſeize upon 
the Lands belonging to the Pariſhes, on Pre- 
tence that the Care and Culture of them divert- 
ed the Clergy from their Studies; and to aſ- 
ſign them in ſtead thereof another Income in 
Money or Corn. But this Project met with 
Difficulties which made it at laſt miſcarry : 
For the Incumbents ſtoutly oppoſed any ſuch 
Alteration, and alledged that they had not theſe 
Lands from the Crown, but that they were 
either given them by the Nobility or purcha- 
ſed with ready Money by the Pariſhioners; the 
Court therefore being unwilling to come to Ex- 
tremities, conſidering beſides that theſe Lands 
would turn to little Account, and that other 
Funds muſt have been found out for the Main- 
tenance of the Clergy, this Deſign was dropt. 
That the Burghers too might bear their 
part in the publick Calamity, Gy/denFf7zern 
had perſuaded the King, as I have already 
mentioned, to raiſe a Regiment of Guards 
conſiſting of two thouſand Men, though 
his Predeceſſors never had had any: This 
roved no ſmall Burthen to the Burghers of 
Stockholm, who were obliged to quarter them 
in their Houſes, and ſuffer them beſides to 
exerciſe their Trades there for their Subſiſt- 
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Beſides this the King was made to believe, 
that thoſe Merchant Ships that were obliged 
to ſerve in time of War, were of no great ule 
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to the Crown, but on the contrary were pre- 
judicial to it by reaſon of their being excwpt 
from Duties. Accordingly this Privilege was 
taken away from them, whereas the Ene/:/h 
and Dutch at the ſame time obtained far bet- 
ter Conditions than thoſe they enjoyed before. 
But in doing this the King departed from a 
Maxim of his Predeceſſors, who thought the 
ſureſt way to encourage and promote Com- 
merce and Navigation, the true Fountains o 
Wealth, was to make ſome Allowances to the 
Inhabitants in the Duties, preferably to Fo- 


teigners. And indeed the Event has ſliewn 


what a wrong Step it was, for the Riches 
of Srockholm have viſibly decaycd ever ſince 
that Change. ET 

As to the Peaſants there was no Occaſion 
for any great Artifice to exaſperate them; for 
the continual Levies of Soldiers and Taxes 
would certainly ſoon have made them deſpe- 
rate, conſidering beſides that the Clergy who 
were then upon ill Terms with the King, could 
influence them as they pleaſed; and indeed 
they have not yet forgot the Haralhips they 
endured under that Reign; and a Revolution 
in the Government would ſtill be welcome e— 
nough to them. % dr” 
And fo all that Gy/denſtrern had ſuggeſted 
to the King, merely ro make him deteſtable 
to his Subjects, was executed after his Neath 
to a tittle. And though Divine Providence 
did not permit theſe violent Counſels to pro- 
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dnace the diſmal Effect intended by the Author 
of them, yet time will ſnew whether the King 
has not been miſtaken in looking upon them 
as the beſt way to raiſe his own Authority and 
the Revenue on one Side, and to make him- 
ſelf formidable to his Neighbours on the other. 
Whoever will reflect a little upon the Method 
by which Sweden has been governed fince that 
time, and the Condition in which the King- 
dom is now, may poſſibly foreſee what is 
likely to be che Iſſue of theſe Meaſures in the 
end. But before I draw to a Concluſion, 1 
think it will be proper to give a faithful and 
exact Character of the King, and after that 
to recapitulate the Arts and Devices of thoſe 
who have had the greateſt Aſcendent over him. 
Charles Xl. is of a low Stature, even under 
what is called the Middle Size. His Hair was 
formerly black and curled: he rook a great deal 
ol care of it, and was fo far fond of it that he 
never could be prevailed with to wear a Per- 
wig till the Year 1687, when he happened to 
ind jome gray Hairs in it, which was ſooner 
than could be expected. His Forehead is pret- 
ty large, and his Eyes little and agreeable, his 
Noſe is mideling and ſtreight, the Colour in his 
Checks red, his Chin ſharp, his Lips thick and 
of a lively red, his Shoulders broad, his Body 
well fer, his Hands pretty big, and his Feet 
little. His Legs formerly were very handſome, 
but having broke the Left, he goes lame ever 
fince. He is vegy expert at all Exerciſes 
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proper for a Man of Quality. As for Dan- 
cing and Fencing, he has not made either of 
them his Study, but Riding he takes a great 
deal of delight in, and yields to no body in 
running at the Ring. He is vigorous enough, 
and has ſhewn himſelf hitherto indefatigable, 
eſpecially upon Journeys, having often with 
Poſt-Horſes rid upwards of twenty Swediſh 
Miles a Day, ten of which make a Degree, 
or ſixty Engliſh Miles. His Health is none 
of the beſt, he is ſubject to exceſſive Bleeding 


at the Noſe, the Head-Ach, and Pains in the 


Stomach attended with frequent Vomiting. 
Many believe theſe Indiſpoſitions are owing 
to the Cuſtom he had in his younger Ycars 
of Break-faſting on Fleſh, and cating too much 
of it at other times: But as he ears ſtil] very 
haſtily and ſwallows his Victuals almoſt with- 
out chewing at all, this may poſſibly contri- 
bute as much to his Indiſpoſition as the o- 
ther. He is not very nice in the choice of 
his Diſhes, and will prefer plain Meat to the 
beſt Ragoos. He is not given to hard Drink - 
ing, though upon occaſion he will take his 
Glaſs as well as another. He ſleeps very lit- 
tle, going late to Bed, and riſing at four of 
the Clock in the Morning; but as foon as he 
is in Bed, he falls into a found Sleep. It has 
not been heard that he was ever addicted to 
' Gallantry; on the contrary, one of his Dome- 
ſticks who had lain ſixteen Years near him 
in his Bed-chamber, aſſured me upon his Wore | 
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that he never had ſeen any Woman with the 
King but his Queen; neither can he ſufter 
this Sort of Debauchery, but will puniſh it in 
the moſt ſevere and rigorous manner. He 
gave ſufficient Proof of his Bravery and Intre- 
pidity in the Daniſh War; but having once 
taſted how ſweet Peace is, he has nor ſhewn 
any Deſire to begin a new War, either of his 
own Motion or by giving any handle to his 
Neighbours to commence one. His Port has 
nothing grand or majeſtick in it, nor would 
one think him to be the King, unleſs one 
knew him. His Manners are very plain; he 
converſes in a familiar way with ſuch as he 
knows, he will embrace them, ſqueeze their 
Hands, or give them a ſoft Slap on their 
Shoulders; but for all that his Heart is often 
a Stranger to thoſe Careſſes, for he is a Maſter 
in diſſembling Love and Hatred, and in ſpeak- 
ing otherwiſe than he means. He is averſe to 
Finery or Extravagance in Dreſs, and ſcorns 
to imitate the French Modes. He wears al- 
ways a Coat which fits cloſe to his Body, as 
well as a good long Sword, and is pleaſed to 
ſee his Officers wear the like, and not your 
French Knives, as he calls them. As for his 
Underſtanding, though his Parts are not ex- 
traordinary, yet he does not want good Senſe; 
and if due care had been taken in his Educa- 
tion to inſtruct him in the Principles of Go- 
vernment, be might have made a tolerable Fi- 
gure even among wiſe Princes; but he was 
Fe hardly 


D | 


90 

hardly taught to write his own Name. He 
underſtands little or nothing either of Latin 
or French, ſpeaking no other Language bur 
Swediſh and High. Dutch: It is almoſt beyond 
the Reach of his Capacity to return a handom 
Anſwer to a Compliment made him, to 
dict ate a Letter which requires any Exactneſs, 
or to diſcourſe with Strangers on the common 

Topicks of Converſation; beſides that he has 
naturally an Impediment in his Speech, and 
is very ſubject to ſtammer: hence it is, that 
he never ventured to make a Speech either at 
the opening or breaking up of the Diets, 
as was practiſed by his Predeceſſors. He ſeems 
to have inherited this Defect from his Mother, 
for his Father ſhewed a great deal of Elo- 
quence in his Speeches, Diſcourſes and Let- 
ters, Which were fall of beautiful Sentences. 
It is indeed a great Misfortune, that the hap- 
py Temper of this Prince has not been duly 
cultivated, for he is indefatigable in Buſineſs, 
not at all given to Pleaſures or Debauchery, 
nor does he love Dancing, Gaming, Plays or 
any Shews whatſoever. He does not throw 
away his Riches in Buildings, nor does his 
Love for Hunting exceed the Bounds of Mo- 
deration. Bufinels is what he chiefly minds, 
he applies himſelf entirely to Affairs of State, 
and takes more pains than can reaſonably be 


expected from a King, though the Effect does 


not always anſwer the Trouble he gives him- 
ſelf, for he has no Principles nor Method 8 
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act by. He is very faving and is uncaſy at 
parting with his Money, which appears by 
| keeping his Expences under ſuch a Regulation 
that nothing ſuperfluous can be ſeen, cither in 
his Retinue or any thing about him. Though 
he is naturally inclined to be ſparing, yet 
this Diſpoſition has been ſtrengrhened ſtill by 
the fad Condition he found the Finances in 
after his Minority when he took the Go- 
vernment upon himſelf, and by the great 
Streights to which want of Money had re- 
duced him during the laſt War. His ill Edu- 
cation therefore and his own covetous Tem- 
per may be reckoned the true Cauſes of the 
ill Treatment he gave to all the Orders of the 
Kingdom, and of the Hatred the greater part 
of his Subjects entertain againſt him. 
As he was not able to manage the Affairs 
of the Kingdom himſelf, and yet was ſo far 
from ſuffering the Senate to ſhare in the Go- 
yernment, that he rather laboured to deprive 
them entirely of all Authority ; there was no 
other Expedient, but to entruſt ſome chief 
Miniſter with the Foreign Affairs, which re- 
quire a quick Underſtanding and a great deal 
of Experience. I have already told, what 
was the View of John Gyldeuſtiern, while 
they were under his Management ; that he 
deſigned to draw the King off from the Alli- 
ance with France, and to perſuade him to a 
ſtrict Union with Denmark, for which End 
he cried up the wonderful Power of Scandi. 
TX 8 navia, 
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7aV1a, aſſerting that if the Governors of that 
extenſive Country would agree and concert 
Meaſures together, they were able to give 
Law to the reſt of Europe. Another thing 


5 he put the King upon, was to bring 


the Dutch to Reaſon, and to oblige them to 
make good the Loſſes and Damages they had 
cauſed to Sweden, in making it their Buſineſs 
to kindle Diviſion among the Northern Pow- 
ers in order to keep a Balance between them 
for the betrer ſecuring their Commerce in 
che Baltick. His Death intervening, it did 
not appear what ſucceſs his Projects might 
have had, nor what would have been the Ef. 
fect of an Union between Sweden and Den- 
Rm _—_]__ v 8 
After Gyldenſizern's Death the two Wach- 
meiſters recommended to the King Count Be- 
nediff Oxenſtiern who had married their Si- 
ſter, as the moſt able Man in the Kingdom to 
diſcharge the Function of a chief Miniſter, 
and manage the Foreign Affairs. It muſt be 
owned, ſince the Year 1648 he had been 


1 employed in ſeveral Embaſſies, and had aſ- 


ſiſted in negotiating ſeveral Treaties, on which 
Occaſions he had always made a very good 
Figure and kept a ſplendid Houſe, but Men 
| of Inſight looked upon him as a Man of very 
indifferent Parts. From the time he had been 
Plcnipotentiary at \zmeguen, he entertained 
Ia violent Hatred againſt France, to which his 
| Lady had given Birth, who had a Grudge a- 
[ Y- gainſt 
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gainſt Madam Colbert de Croijfy the Frenc 
Ambaſſador's Lady, who, as ſhe fancied, ſhew- 
ed more Regard for the Spaniſh Ambaſſador's 
Lady, than for herſelf, Beſides that Oxen- 
ſtiern himſelf had taken Offence at the Am- 
baſſador's refuſing to advance him a certain 
Sum, which he would have had put upon 
Account of the Supplies, which France pay- 
ed to Sweden. This little Miſunderſtanding 
had ſome Influence upon what followed, both 
Miniſters being then in their reſpective Coun- 
tries placed at the head of foreign Affairs. 
Oxenſtiern being ſettled in the Poſt of 
chief Miniſter, did not think it convenient for 
Sweden to unite with Denmark according to 
 Gylaenſtiern's Project, to the bottom of which 
Oxenſtieru did not penetrate; and whereas 
the former had been for cultivating a good 
Underſtanding between theſe two Courts, 
without entering into any Engagement either 
with the Houle of Auſtria or France; Ox- 
enſtiern endeavoured to perſuade the King to 
an Alliance with the former, which otherwiſe, 
as he made him believe, would together with 
the Danes, the Elector of Brandenburg and | 
the Dukes of Luneburg infallibly turn againſt | 
him. To raiſe his Maſter's Credit amongſt 
theſe intended new Allies, he ſet a Treaty on | 
foot, which ſhould be called the Treaty of | 
Aſſociation, deſigning thereby to curb the | 
Ambition of France; and ſent for that pur- | 
poſe Miniſters eyery where, to alarm the o- 
- © EEE Toy nnd ner 
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ther Powers againſt that Crown, and induce 


them to come into this Alliance: But EAg- 


land refuſing to join in it, it only made a 
Noiſe, without producing any thing conſide- 
rable; Sweden itſelf was lo far from reaping 

any Advantage from it, that it gave the 


Danes an opportunity to enter into a Confe- 


deracy with the King of France, which they 
had been a great while very deſirous of. 
What facilitated this Alliance too, was the 
hard Uſage Oxenſtieru gave the French Am- 
baſſador Feuquieres upon his leaving Sweden, 
under Pretence of the Ceremonial's being al- 
tered. Fenguzeres had at his firſt Audience 
been conducted to Court by two Scnators, 
and therefore expected the ſame Honour at his 
Audience of Leave; but he was told that the 
King had reſolved, that for the future Ambaſ- 


ſadors ſhould be introduced to him only by 


one Senator, and that in ſhort he muſt com- 
ply with it. Feuquieres replied they ought 


at leaſt to have firſt conſulted with him before _ 


they thought fir to make ſuch an Alteration ; 
but this was to no purpoſe, and he found him- 


{elf obliged to take his Leave of the King with- 
out any Ceremony. They had given him 
frequent Vexations during the Daniſh War, 
but as he was of an eaſy Temper, he choſe to 
fall in with the Humour of the Swedes, and 
took no great notice of it: Beſides he was a 


good natured Gentleman, and had a real Kind- 
neſs for that Nation. On the contrary Bagiu, 
„ Y 2 who 
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who ſucceeded him, being a hot-headed Man, 
was ſoon forced to leave Srockholm, without \ 
being able to obtain Audience of the King, 
who was informed that he had reflected ves. 
ry unhandſomly upon ſome of the rr EY 
The reaſon why Oxenſtiern treated the am- 
baſſador of France in this manner, was be- 
_ cauſe he was ſenſible he could never bring his 3 
own Deſigns to bear, as long as that Crown —_ 
had a Miniſter at $roc&holm, who might caſt 
ly find Means to reſtore the former good Cor- 
reſpondence between the two Crowns, conft- ö 
dering that the Swedes in general are very _ 
well affected towards the French. . 
And indeed it was no ſmall Grief to the 
Nation to ſee, that by this open and inconſi- 
derate Breach with France the Reſtoration of 
the Duke of Holſtern Gottorp to his Domini- 
ons, which elſe might have been eaſily effect- 
ed, was become more difficult. That Prince be- 
ing diſpoſſeſſed of his Territories, had the grea- 
ter Reaſon to complain of the Conduct of the 
Swediſh Court, becauſe at the very time that 
Gyldenſtiern ſaid openly in Sweden, that it 
Was abſolutely neceſſary for the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom and the carrying on the King's Pro- 
jects, to fir ſtill at leaſt for fix or ſeven Years, 
and not to meddle with any Affair which mighr — | 
engage them into a new War; yet for all that 
they ſent a Miniſter to that Prince to aſſure 
him of a ſpeedy Succour from Sweden, and to 
divert his Thoughts from coming to an Agrec- 
= ment 
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teſtants, whom it is rather Sweden's Intereſt 


Gas, 
ment with Denmark, which in the Beginning 
would have granted eaſy Terms, and thereby 
the Ruin of his Dominions had been prevent- 


ed, out of which the Daxes afterwards ex- 


torted above fix hundred thouſand Crowns e- 


very Year. 


But to return to the new Alliance for which 


 _ OrenFtiern made ſuch Court to the Houſe of 
Auſtria, it is hard to comprehend what he 


drove at, and what conſiderable and laſting 


Advantages he promiſed himſelf from it. For 
there appeared no Advantage in it either for 


the Emperor or for the Swedes: Not for the 


latter, for they cannot undertake any conſi- 

derable Enterprize unleſs they be ſupplied 
with Money by other Powers: but every bo- 
dy knows it is not the Emperor's way to give 
Money to his Allies, nor was it ever infiſted 


upon in any Treaty made with him; beſides 
it is the common Intereſt of Sweden as well 


as of the Princes of the Empire, ro hinder 


the Emperor's growing too powerful. As to 


the Emperor, all the Benefit he could reaſo- 
nably expect from ſuch an Alliance would 
have been Sweder's being thereby obliged to 
ſir quiet and not joyn with France, which 
could nor be any great Advantage to the 


Auſtrians. For there can be no Reaſon why 


Sweden ſhould ſend any conſiderable Forces 
into Germany to act in conjunction with the 


Auſtrians, unleſs it were to oppreſs the Pro- 


to 
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ro ſupport both as to their Religion and Li- 
berty, againſt the Auſtrians who are com- 
monly at the bottom of the Diſturbances gi- 
ven them; and on the other fide it is entirely 
againſt the Emperor's Intereſt to give Sweden 
an Opportunity of extending their Conqueſts 
in Germany. 
Notwithſtanding all theſe Conſiderations, 
Oxenſtiern ſo far prevailed with the King 
that he followed his Advice, not ee 
how inconſiſtent it was, being beſides unwil- 
ling to make a ſtep, which might give him a- 
ny Uneaſineſs, as Oxens/:ern had perſuaded 
him a French Alliance would do; and fo he 
determined for that Side which ſeemed to him 
j ooo 
I ſhall now conſider the Poſture of Affairs 
within the Kingdom, both in relation to the 
Army and Finances, the two chief Supports 
of Government. As to the Laud.- Forces, it 
muſt be owned, the King took particular care 
after the War, to put them into a go ndi- 
tion. He had obſerved that a great deal of the 
Lands deſigned for maintaining the Cavalry, 
were alienated, and that by reaton of the great 
Number of Nobles Eſtates and their vaſt Ex- 
tent, the [nfantry had been weakened to ſuch 
aà Degree, that ſome Years before the War they 
could hardly levy at once two thouſand five 
hundred Men, whereas formerly in a like Le- 
vy they could have raiſed eight thouſand and 
upwards; for it is to be obſerved, that in 
theſe 
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theſe Levies twenty Tenants of Noblemen 
furniſh one Foot Soldier, and ten Tenants of 
the Crown another. But the King was very 
much ſurprized in the Beginning of the late 
War, when he found his Camp contained but 
one third of the Number they had compured. 
He therefore ſet himſelf ro remedy this Diſ- 
order, and of his own Head performed it in 
the following manner: 8 
Firſt, he afligned to the Officers who were 
continually lolliciting for their Pay, certain 
Lands inſtead of it. In ſome Places they got 
as much again by it as their Pay would have 
come to, Which in Compariſon to what other 
Princes give, was very ſmall, for the Corn 
which theſe Lands yield is eſtimated at a ve- 
ry moderate Price, and far below what they 
can ſell it for: which they like ſo well that 
their former Clamours for a War are now 
quite laid aſide, and they long for nothing 
more than to enjoy their Income in Peace: 
but on the other hand, the Lands are not ſo 
well cultivated by far as formerly, by reaſon 
of the frequent Change of the Poſſeſſor s. 
This done, the King augmented his Caval- 
ry to fourteen thouſand Men all well mounted, 
cloathed and armed; and to be ſure that this 
Number is always compleat, he reviews them 
himſelf from time to time. Every Trooper had 
a piece of Land given him, which he either 
farms himſelf or lets out to another, who af- 
ter the Payment of his Rent, may till ſave 


Where. 


in 
wherewithal to maintain his Family and pay 
the King's Taxes: For ſeveral of theſe Lands 
are worth much more than they were valued 
at, and ſome of them yield upwards of an 
hundred Crowns. This Improvement of the 
Cavalry is mightily cried up by ſome, not 


only becauſe it exempts the Country People 


from quartering the Horſe, but chiefly becauſe 


by this means the King maintains ſo great a 
number of Horſe at a ſmall Expence ; the In- 


come of every ſuch piece of Land not being 


valued above ſixteen Crowns, which is as 


much as it yielded formerly to the King: But 
this again is as much blamed by others, who 


ay, the King had better not to keep above 
ſix or ſeven thouſand Horſe, a greater num- 


ber putting not only the Nation to a very un- 


neceſſary Expence, but being dangerous too, 
in keeping Soldiers in conſtant Pay, that do 


nothing for it, contrary to the ancient Regu- 


lations of Military Affairs eſtabliſhed in the 


Nation. What is certain is, that the Mainte- 
nance of ſo many Cavalry entirely abſorbs all 
the Income of the Lands taken from the No- 
bility, which though it is reckoned to a- 
mount to eleven hundred thouſand Crowns, 


yet not one Penny of it comes into the Roy- 


al Treaſury: Whereas by ſaving part of that 
Money the King might have raiſed a Fund 
large enough to maintain an Army in the 
Field upon Occaſion: Nor did there appear 
any Reaſon for maintaining in time of Peace 

| | more 
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more Troops than are neceſſary to garriſon 
the fortified Places, and preſerve the King— 
dom againſt a ſudden Invaſion: For the Da; 20 
their neareſt and moſt ſuſpected Neighbours 9 
can hardly keep fix thouland Horſe, nor is it F 
poſſible for them as they are ſituated, to put 
themſelves in a Poſture of attacki Wn the 
Swedes before they are aware of it. And 4 
even if at any time they ſhould have occa- 
ſion for more Cavalry than they could con- 
veniently maintain, it would be an eaſy mat- 
ter to increaſe the number in a little time: 
For the Officers Servants are commonly arm- 
ed, beſides that the Peaſants who generally 
ſpeaking can manage a Horſe tolerably well, 
are glad to ſerve, and in a little time make 
good Troopers. 
As to the [nfantry, they are upon ſo good 
a foot, that they cannot be better regulated. 
In former times they could not be recruited 
but by the Conſent of the Eſtates, which oc- 
caſioned loſs of time and great Expences too. 
Another Inconveniency was the Extortion of 
the Officers, who liſted rich Peaſants and o- 
ther People who had no mind to ſerve, in 
order to get Money from them. All this is re- 
medied by the King's new Regulation, ac- 
cording to which the Peaſants are to furnith 
a a certain number of Soldiers in every Pro- 
vince, which they arc ro recruit themlclves. 
The way of ſubſiſting them is thus: Every 
two or three Farms are obliged to find a Sol- 
dier 1 in 1 Proviſion, and to give him thirty fix 
v” Copper 
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Copper Dollars for his Pay, from which Sem 


ſix Dollars are deducted for his Cloaths. Be- 
ſides it was reſolved in the Aſſembly of rhe 
Eſtates in the Year 1682, that a little Hut 


ſhould be built for every Soldier, to which 
ſhould be aſſigned as much of arable Ground 


as could be fown with half a Buſhel of Corn, 


and as much Paſture Ground as would main- 


rain a Cow. At this rate the Soldiers live 


very comfortably and find opportunities of 


marry ing „wbercas 1 in former times a Country 


Girl would have thought much to marry a 


Soldier. This Eftabliſhmenr is like to prove 
very beneſicial to the State, in that it will 
always for the future prove a ſtanding Nur- 


ſery of Soldiers, and prevent the preſſing of 


Peatants, who mult ot neceſſity be employed 


in Agriculture, Sweden not being a Country 


OVer- ſtocked with Men. 

Having thus conſidered the State of the 
Army, I hall next take a view of the Navy. 
It mult be confeſſed, that it never had been 


£5 lo good a Condition as before the laſt 


Var, both as to the Number and Goodneſs 
” the Ships, of which ir was compoſed: 


But ſoon after it was entirely ruined, which 


happened thus. In the beginning of the ſaid 


War they neglected to put to Sea ſoon e- 
nough, ſo that they came no further than to 


the land of Gothland and loſt four Ships by 


ſtreſs of Weather, without having come to 


any Engagement. The next Year they pre- 


cended to make up chat I. ols, Which they attri- 


buted 
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buted to the Backwardneſs and Negligence of 
Admiral Gauftavns Otto Steenbock; by con- 
ferring the Command wpun Laurence Creutz, 
who nevertheleſs was lo far from being ac- 
quainted with naval Affairs, that he was whol- 
ly i2norant of every thing belonging to War. 
Befides he was a head ſtrong Man, and kept the 
Reins of his Authority fo ſtreight, that when 
he was killed, there was hardly any of the 
Officers, that did not rejoice at his Death. 
The Fleet therefore being no better com- 
manded, it was no wonder, it came back to 
the Harbours in ſo fad a Condition, having 
loſt their greateſt Ships, and amongſt others 
rhe Admiral called Agla The third Year it 
was ſtill worſe; Szo0eb/and had Orders to pals 
the Great Belt with nine Ships, which he was 
to bring from Gothenburg to the Fleet, though 
this could not be done but in ſight of the 
Danes, who they might be ſure, would not 
let them go through fo eaſily. However die- 
{and obeyed, and accordingly fell into the 
Hands of the Enemy. The Commander in 
Chief was Henry Horn, who indeed had ſig- 
nalized himſelf in the Land- Service, but knew 
nothing of Sea Affairs, and before he took 
this Command upon him, had proteſted, he 
would by no means be anſwerable for the ill 
Succeſs with which this Expedition might 
_ poſſibly be attended, ſo that thinking himſelf 
excuſable for blindly executing his Orders, he 
attacked the Danes at a great Diſadvantage, 
and mceting with a warm Reception was far- 
. Wy | "eq 
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ced to retire after the Loſs of ſeveral Ships. 
The little of this Fleer that remained fit 


for Service, was committed to John Wach- I} 
1eiſter, but all he did was only to loſe ſome 


more Ships, though his Party had aſſerted, 
that he was to be the Man who ſhould re- 
ſtore it to its former Condition, and it was 
upon this hope that he was made Admiral. 


| Thar his Command might be the more ablo- 
Jure, and that he might have liberty to em- 


pioy the Ships as he pleaſed without controul, 


he contrived matters ſo, that the Fleet was 
removed out of the Harbour at Jrockholm, | 
and brought to Car locron in Bleckingen, not- 
withſtanding all the Oppoſition it mer with. |} 
1 have already obſerved, with what view 


ohn Gyldenſtiiern formerly propoſed this very = 
thing. As for J/achmeiſter, the Reaſons he 
alledged, were, Firſt that the Water of the 


Harbour of JYzoc&hoim was not ſalt enough, 
| becauie of the many Rivers which run into 
the Sca there, which made the Ships rot ſooner | 

there than any where elſe: Secondly, that 
the Outlet of the Port of Srockholm is very | 
difficult, the Ships being obliged to paſs be- 
twceen fo many Iſlands with different Winds, | 
before they can put into the open Sea; that 


the ſame Paſſage was full of lee till the begin- 


ning of May, before which time the Daniſh | 

Fleet would be at Sea, and might do abun- | 
dance of Miſchief, before the Swedes could 
ſet out from Jrzockholm to engage them: On | 


the contrary, that Carlocron was near Den- 


„„ 
mark, and that they might attack the Danes 
from thence as ſoon as they durſt appear at 
Sea: Laſtly, that this Harbour was more 
commodious for the Tranſportation of Troops 
into Pomerania. Others object againſt this newẽð— 
Port, that the Ships muſt have two different 
Winds, to go from Srocfholm to Carlscron, 
| beſides that the King of Denmark had built 
a new Fort in the Iſland of Erdbolm which 
lies near Boruholm, where there is a little Har- 
bour capable of containing nine Frigots, from 
whence they can diſcover all the Swediſh Ships 
that fail for Carlscron, and fall upon them. 
There are even ſome who are of Opinion 
that the Fleet is not ſafe enough there, and 
that the adjacent Iſlands do not ſufficiently 
cover the Harbour. Beſides theſe, there are 
other Reaſons which 1 ſhail not mention. 
However this paltry Place ſtands the Crown 
in ſeveral hundred thouſand Crowns, which 
might have been better employed in building 
good new Ships, and till the Fleet had been 
brought to a better Condition, the old Port 
might have done well enough. I have not 
yet been able to learn what further Changes 
this ſelf willed Man has made after having got 
the Fleet to this place, nor how it goes on at 
preſent. It is certain, that he cauſed whole 
Forreſts in Smaland and Bleckingen to be cut 
down; but even ſuppoſing, he built a conſi- 
derable number of Ships, and thoſe very good 
ones, yet no great Exploits are to be expect- 
ed from a Fleet ſo ill manned as the RS 
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Fleet is, and that wants experienced Officers 
fo much, whom indeed it is no caſy matter 
to find in Sweden. | a 
It remains now that we ſay ſomething of 
the Finances, which they have endeavoured 
to improve by all the ways imaginable, yet 
without any Succeſs. I have mentioned a- 
bove the good Order and Oeconomy which 
nad becn uſed till the Beginning of Qucen 
Chrifting's Reign, during which, though the 
Kingdom had ncver been in a more flouriſh- 
ing Condition, yet the publick Debts were 
very much cncrcaſed; and though her Succeſ- 
ſor Charles Guſtavus finding the Treaſury ex- 
hauſted, did his utmoſt Endeavours to retrieve 
this Miimanagement, and reſumed the fourth 
part of the Grants made by Queen Chriſtina; 
yet the War in which he afterwards engaged, 
hindered him from going on with what he had 
begun, and even neceſſitated him to contract 
new Debts inſtead of diſcharging any of the 
Old; for the Finances in the ill Condition 
they were at that time, were not ſufficient to 


5 defray the vaſt Expence required to ſubſiſt and 


recruit ſo conſiderable an Army as he had in 
Poland: when the 700000 Crowns which he 
had borrowed, were gone, he was obliged to 
| borrow more; for he got nothing at all by this 
Expedition, neither did he raiſe any Contri- 
| butions there: However the Levies muſt be 
carried on, and a Fund to maintain them found 
out one way or other. : 


After the Death of Charles | Guſtavus, it 
| would 
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would have been eaſy during the long Mino- 
rity of Charles XI. to find Means to pay off 
thoſe Debts either entirely or at leaſt part of 
them, but I have likewiſe related how this Af- 
fair came to be neglected, every body ſeeking 
nothing elſe but to enrich themſelves; and 
when the King was come to Age, the Debts 
were ſtill augmented by the unhappy War he 
undertook. After the Peace was made, the 
King ſetting himſelf to retrieve the Finances, 
ſeveral Expedients were propoſed to him. 
Some adviſed him to turn Bankrupt, and ſo 
get rid of his Debts at once: To give this a 
Colour, they alledged the Examples of ſome 
__ conſiderable Commonwealths, and of Ph; 
the Second King of ain, who had all done 
the ſame. But the greater part was againſt it 
ſaying, it was unjuſt private Perſons ſhould 
thus ſuffer for truſting the Crown, which for 
the future would not be able to find Credit 
upon any Exigency. A Proclamation was 
therefore iſſued out, that all the Creditors of 
the Crown ſhould produce their Bonds in or- 
der to receive full Payment. 
The firſt ſtep in this Affair was to make 
theſe Debts be paid out of the Eſtates of the 
Miniſtry, for their ill Management of the Fi- 
nances: by a Decree of the High- Commiſ. 
ſion not only all their Claims upon the Crown 
were declared null by Preſcription, but even 
the greater part of their Eſtates were taken 
from them, and adjudged to the State Credi- 
tors. As this went but a little way towards 
3 clearing 


clearing ſuch large Debts, it was neceſſary to 
think of ſome other Methods. All the Con- 
tracts which had been made in the King's 
Name, were reviſed, to ſee if there were any 
of them ſo drawn up that the Crown would 
prove a loſer by them. By this means ſeveral 
loſt great part of their Principal. Beſides all 
this, the Councellors of the Chamber of Ac- 
compts had certain Fines laid on them, be- 
gccauuſe they had been too negligent in their Au- 
1 dits: The Chamber that was eſtabliſhed to 
ecxamine and ſtate the Accompts of the Credi- 
tors, found ſo many Quirks to evade or leſſen = 
their Pretenſions, that tome of them from be- 
ing Creditors {ſaw themſelves all on a ſudden 
grown Debtors to the Crown. Nor did they 
| flop here bur ſtarted an imaginary Difference 
| | as to the Value of the Coin, which was thus: 
The Value of the Copper Coin, which was 
introduced in eden after the Death of G- 
ſtaphus Adolphus, was regulated by the Rix- 
dollars or Crowns of the Empire; but at the 
time I am ſpeaking of, they raiſed the Copper 
Coin to a higher Denomination, though they 
added nothing to the Quantity of the Metal. 
Ar firſt a Rixdollar was worth twelve Marks 
of Copper, or a large 1quare Copper-pieces | 
of three Swediſh Dollars ; but afterwards they 5 
raiſed the Denomination of theſe Squares to 


5 


* The Word Mark does not ſegnify the Weight of the Metal, 
but denotes here a Sort of Coin in Sweden which is but ima- a 

ginary, and by which they reckon, Uke the Engliſh by Pound | 
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four and twenty Marks, though they had ad-. 
ded nothing to their Weight, but rather con- 
ſiderably leſſened it, for the new Squares 
weighed but five Pound inſtead of ſeven, as 
the old ones did. The Reaſon of thus leſſen- 
ing their Weight, was to prevent the Expor- 
tation of thoſe Squares out of the Kingdom}, 
and to make the Crown gain by it; for the 
Duties or Cuſtoms at the Sea-Ports were regu- 
lated according to the value of the Square 
Pieces. They leſſened at the fame time the 
intrinſick Value of the Silver Coin by reducing 


it to a baſer Alloy than that of the Rixdollats. 
But as the Merchants regulated the Courſe of 


Exchange and the Price of Commoditics, not 
by the Denomination of the current Coin of 
Sweden, but by its intrinſick Value in reſpect 
to the Rixdollars which contain an Ounce 
of Silver each; a far greater Quantity of the 
new Coin muſt be given for a Rixdollar than 
formerly. Accordingly, whereas formerly 
ſix Marks Silver Coin, or twelve Marks Cop- 
per Coin (three Copper Dollars) were of equal 
Value with a Rixdollar; after this Change, 
whereby the Fineneſs of the Silver Coin, and 
the Weight of the Copper Coin were leſſened, 
a Crown of the Empire became worth eight 
Marks of Silyer, and four and twenty Marks 
of Copper,(fix Dollars ;) the intrinfick Value of 
the Rixdollars always having remained theſame. 
When this was done, they put a Sophi- 


f The Quaniity of Copper they were compoſed of, really e- 
reeded the Price they went for, | 
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| ſtical and wreſted Interpretation upon a Rule, 


which is otherwiſe obſerved with Juſtice in 
caſe of Payment, vr. that the Money to be 
paid ought to be valued at the Rate it went at 
when the Contract was made: and upon that 
foot they paid to the Creditor for a Rixdollar 
due to him, as many Marks as the Rixdollars 


went for before the Alteration of the Coin. 


At this rate, he who had lent a Rixdollar when 


it was reckoned at twelve Marks of Copper, 


teceived but twelve Marks in the new Coin, 
four and twenty of which make a Rixdollar; | 
and ſo he loſt one half of his Principal. 

Thoſe who had received Intereſt from the 
Government had yet a harder Fate than the 
reſt, for when their Accompts were ſtated, 
they were allowed no more than at the Rate 
of twelve Marks new Coin per Rixdollar, fo 


that they were reckoned to have received 


twelve Marks more in every Rixdollar than 
was due to them, which pretended Surplus 
being caſt up into a Principal, and charged 


with high Intereſt as due from the Creditor, 


the true Principal was not only ſoon ſunk by 
this imaginary one, but eycn very often the 
Creditor turned all on a ſudden Debtor to the 


Government. By this crafty and fraudulent way 


of reckoning they deducted from the Creditors 
above nine Millions of Crowns.  _ 


_ Bur in the Aſſembly of the Eſtates in the | 


Year 1666. they had no longer Recourſe to Ar- 


tiſice in order to augment the Revenue: for up- 


on a Motion made by Linden ſehild, whom the 
3 King 
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King kad made Speaker of the Houle of Nobles, 
a Committee was appointed by the Eſtates who 


ordered that notwithſtanding the Creditors of 


| the Government had ſtipulated 6 or 8 per Cent 


Intereſt to be taken upon the Land-Security gi- 
ven them, yet they ſhould not be allowed more 
than at the Rate of 5 per Cent, reckoning from 
the Day ofthe Loan, that it might not ſeem as if 


this lowering of the Intereſt regarded only the 


future; which Procceding Lindenſthild endea- 


| vouredto juſtify in writing. By this Device the 
King ſeized immediatelyupon all the mortgaged 
Lands, and the Creditors had Orders to make 


their Claims to the Crown appear according to 


the Regulation newly made by the Eſtates. 


Laſtly all the Lands fold by the Crown to pri- 


vate Perſons were on a ſudden reſumed, on Pre- 
tencce that they had purchaſed them at much lets 
than their real Value: but the Purchaſers were 


left at Liberty to ſue for their Money, and to 
bring in what was due to them. By theſe Pro- 


coeedings abundance of ſubſtantial Men in the 
' Kingdom were deprived of their Eſtates, and 


this ſtrange way of paying Debts brought yet 


more to Poverty than the Reſumption of the 
Grants, which ſeemed in ſome meaſure neceſ- 
ſary to preſerve the Kingdom from Ruin. 


It is very likely that for the future hardly any 


body that will but reflect upon the Injuſtice of 
this way of reducing rhe publick Debts, will be 


ſo ſenſeleſs as to truſt the King with his Money. 
The Maxim which the Projectors of ſuch 
Cheats go upon, vig. that it is rather prejudicial | 
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than profitable for Kings to keep their Word, 


is ſo abominable and contrary to Reaſon, that 
it deſerves no Refutation 


The King's Deſign in reſuming all Crown- 


Lands given away, mortgaged, or fold, was to 
augment his Revenue ſo that he might be able 


to pay bis Army and his Miniſters, and yet 
have enough left to ſerve his other Occaſions. 


Buy this means he thinks, he can raiſe Money 


_ for all his Expences without having 
occaſion for Foreign Supplies. When they re- 


monſtrate to him the Hardneſs of theſe Pro- 
ceedings, he anſwers that it is the Buſineſs of 
the Eſtates to anſwer for it, that they have 
ordered it ſo, and that he did but execute their 
Reſolutions: But it is too well known, that all 
this had been canvaſſed and reſolved on in his 
Council, before it was propoſed to the Eſtates. 
However the King deſerves to be commend- 
ed for his Frugality in avoiding all uſeleſs Ex- 


pences, his Court and all that belongs to it, 
being ſo well regulated, that it will be hard 
for one to find any thing that could well be 


retrenched, without making the Royal Digni- 
ty deſpicable by taking away from it the 


Outſide which ſtrikes Reſpect into the People. 
The Regiment of Guards is the only thing 


which can be found Fault with, it being ſo nu- 
merous, that it is very chargeable to the State. 


As to the Revenues of Sweden, we know 
that in former times they were very moderate, 


if compared with thoſe of other Kingdoms, 


for they conſiſted almoſt folely of the Pro- 
: duct 
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duct of the Land. The Mines yielded little: 
Trade and Navigation being negleQted, the 
Duties and Cuſtoms were very inconfiderable. 
But in the Reign of Guſtavus Adolphus, the 
Chancellor Oxenſtiern laid it down for a Ma- 
xim, that Sweden would never be in a flouriſh- 
ing Condition ſo long as it had no other In- 
come than the Product of the Land, the Huſ- 
bandry of which it was better to leave to the 
Nobility, who would make much more of it 
than thoſe Officers, whom the King ſent into 
the ſeyeral Provinces to manage it: That care 
_ ought to be taken to augment the Revenue 
by improving the Mines, Manufactures, Han- 
dicraſts, Trade and Navigation ; by which 
means the Duties would encreaſe and the 
King's Coffers be filled with Money. This Ad- 
vice has ſo well ſucceeded, that the Duties of 
the ſingle Port of Sfockhomm were ſoon worth 
ſix times as much as all the Ports in Sweden 
and Finland together yielded in the Year 1628, 
as has been already obſerved above. Before 
the late War there were in Sweden above one 
hundred Men of War, and five hundred other 
Ships belonging to private Men, fit for Sea- 
ſervice on occaſion, whereby thouſands of 


| Scamen were employed, who could ſerve the 


King if occaſion ſhould require: But fo many 
of theſe Ships have been loſt in the late 
War, that there is hardly four of them left. 
 Brynte Gyonſchild, Surveyor General of the 
Cuſtoms adviled the King te a thing that 
proved very prejudicial to Tarde, in Perf: 
1 ing 
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ding him to take away that Exemption from 


Duties which theſe Ships had till then enjoy- 
cd, pretending that the King's Cuſtoms fuf- 
fered by it. But the true Motive of this dan- 
gerous Advice was, that the wicked Author 
of it was corrupted by the Engliſh and 
Dutch with ſome thouſands of Crowns. And 
though afterwards the King ſet every thing up- 


on the ſame foot as before, yet Trade and Navi- 


gation did not recover their former flouriſhiug 
Condition; for it is eaſier to deſtroy things 
than reſtore them. Beſides it muſt be own- 


ed, that notwithſtanding the ſaid Exemp- 
tion, thoſe Ships appointed for the Sea-ler- 


vice cannot make the ſame Adyantages as the 


Datch Ships do, which are ſo nimble, that 


ten Sailors are ſufficient to manage one of 
them, whereas a Swediſh mult haye forty at 


leaſt. The fame Cronſchild by his rough uſage 
of Seafaring Men, and by the raiſing of the 


Duties which was done by his Advice, was 


the occaſion that the Chanel of the £222 


Trade, to the great Prejudice of Sweden, was 


diverted towards Courland; to remedy which, 


they were ſoon obliged to leſſen the Duties 
again. Theſe Duties at prelent yield much 
Teſs, becauſe there is not near fo great a Vent of 
Commodities as formerly; the Nobility being 
impoveriſhed by the Reduction and other Vex- 
ations, and their Eſtates whereby they had 


ſupported their Expences, being now in the 


Hands of the Soldiers, who buy bur little of 
thoſe things for which Duties are paid to the 
| King. 
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King. Bur it may be ſaid in Anſwer to this, 
that the Duties upon Commodities exported 
out of the Kingdom, which other Nations can 
not be without, remain the ſame, and that 
the importing fewer Commodities into the 


Kingdom, is rather an Advantage than Preju- 


dice to it, conſidering that ſo much leſs Money 


is carried out of it. 


Ihus we have ſeen how Charles XI. has rai- 
{cd his Authority, Power and Revenue to the 
higheſt Pitch, and to what a low Condition he 


has reduced the Senate and the Nobility, parti- 


cularly the ancient Families. I can not fee by 
what means the latter will ever be able to re- 
cover their former Splendor; for it is certain 


that People of Quality can never make any 


Figure in the World without ſufficient Eſtates 
to ſupport their Magnificence; nor is there any 

likelihood that ever any of the Kings of 9 
den will for the future, make an Alreration 
in the Diſtribution of the reſumed Crown- 


Lands regulated by the preſent King, and re- 


ſtore them to the Nobility ; beſides, that in 
caſe any of them ſhould have ſuch a Deſign, 
the other Orders of the Kingdom would cer- 


tainly oppoſe it with all their Might. 
All thoſe who have been inſtrumental in 


bringing about this Change, were Men of low 
Extraction, who raiſed themſelves by the Ru- 
in of others. The King has honoured them 
with the Dignity of Senators and other con- 
ſiderable Employments, and beſtowed as great 
Favours upon them as can be expected from 
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ſo parſimonious a Prince. Some of them 
knew well enough how to improve the Oppor- 
tunity which was offered to them of making 


their Fortune. There were ſome who were 


made Counts or Barons, to put them upon 
2 Level Wah ric ancient Nobility, who were 


not quite kept out of all great Employments, 


it being thought ſufficient to have raiſed to 
the chief Dignities as many Upſtarts as would 


exceed in number the molt ancient Nobilit y. 


A Maxim well enough ſuited to the Genius 


of an Arbitrary Government; but I queſtion 
whether any reaſonable Man will approve the 


beſtowing ſuch lofty Titles on ſo many Per- 
ſons of mean Birth, who had followed Profeſſi- 


ons not very honourable, and could boaſt of | 
no other Merit but that of having been active 
in oppreſſing the ancient Nobility. Time will 


ſhew what Advantage Sweden has reaped by 
this Change. Ws ER Ys. 
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